
Ottawa» Auguat 13th, 1896. 

Sir» 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 

of copy of letter from Mr. Agent McKensle» dated 

let and transmitted by you on the 7th Instant ; 

and la reply to Inform you that the Department is 

unuole to discover therein any valid reaoon for 

roiioiaiiing Its decision against allowing the In- 

dians to purchase e aelf-blrder. 

»•6 Agert Is well aware of the iw»partiMnt*s 

polléy relative to confining cultivation within 

auch limita as Indians can handle without the use 

of labour-eaving machinery. His statements are of a 

general chorecter» and there Is no attempt to shew 

By any comparison of area under crop ½lth the numbei 

of available workera, and the amount of work which 

«Ight reasonably be expected frem them as compared 

with white men» that it Is unreasonable to retjulre 

them to cut their grain with cradle*» ho. 

aaye, no boys can be spared from 

the Industrial School» and there are no Indians in 

the district who could be hired, there are plenty 

of Half-breeds cr white men» and It would be prefer- 

able to get some of them to go in end work with and 

, ^ encourage the India ne. If he himself and his farmers 

tad the Interpreter are not sufficient for such 

1. forget» purpose 
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purposet rather than to give in to the desire to 

purchase a aaXf^binder* The Department wouXd cer- 

tainly prefer to pay the labour of 16 or 20 men, if 

neoaaeary» for a few daya» rather than allow further 

djcpenditure to be incurred^ in machinery• the argu- 

meut of the Indiana* paariMai^ fcr the machinery 

has been too frequently met to require further re- 

ference here* 

As to what he says about the probability cf 

their purchaalng without our consent» it may be re- 

foarked that an Agent of his oxperieDce ahottld be 

able to exert auffl.oient influence to prevent such 

dftflancQ of the Department's wishes»apd if he fall 

the Department can only attribute it to the half- 

heartednesa indicated by his ramaiit that as he knows 

what they aay about not bdi2;g strong enough ia per- 

fectly true he does not know what to say to theiu 

If» as apparently may be inferred from the whole tone 

of his letter» he is in sympathy with the deaire to 

puchaset It is very intelligible how he may have ex- 

pended all his powers of persuasion» as he says» with 

no effect. 

Should the Ind ians act in the matter in defiance 

of the Department it will then be time to take into 

very serious consideration the whole subjeot» and the 

question of the Agent'einfluenee in relation to t|^e 

Indiana* action. 

Tour obedient servant» 

Deputy Superintendent deneral 
cf Indian Affairs. 


