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51-0-13.

June 30th, 1933.

.everend 5ir. -

Dogtor D. F, MolIunis repvorts that on ‘arch
13th, he ocalled at your school to begin hie semi-snnual examing-
tion of the puplls and thet on arrival he was informed that one
of the puplils hed sppendicitie, heving collapsed at mass on tue
morning ol the 1lE2th. Doctor '‘¢cInuie stutes that on examination
ne found thut the disense had sdvuanced to peritonitis and sdvised
adnieeion to hospltal. iie atates thst the ohild was tsken to
Hellfax that evening and at operstion was found to have free pus
in the sudomen and died the next day. The c¢hild's name is siven
o8 Jogephine Smith.

This report us meade by Doctor Velunis consti-

, tutes a serious churpge sup: ilust the csre given your puuviles when
elcks The Nepartment nas formed 1.0 opinion in the maetlter, aving
ouly Doctor "elnuls' report. It must be recopgnized, hovever,
that a profevsional report of this character carrlies zreant welizht,
and thet the Department's duty ie to enquire very careully into
the matver. Your statement in thie connection 11l be apuvrecliated,

Yours truly.

5 | > i
-~ - -,-.
o - F.

r
.

L-"'(,- « S

we e dllisms,
leverend J.s Mackey, seting neputy Superintendent Cenerul.
rinelipal,
[nédian Heslidentianl School,
Thubenecadie, N. S,
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DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
REQUISITION FOR DRUGS

Number of Indians or Pupils...... Vb B e (If Indians of the Reserve are treated from the Residential

School, the number so served should also be given
. Date of 1ast requisition. 2AMAE .. Tovnrrissinsrn 10D

[p——

————

NAME OF PI.I'Q.KI‘,OI DO NOT WRITE IN THE
Pollow Drug List SPACE BELOW

READ DIRECTIONS ON FIRST PAGE OF DRUG LIS 3 nron'oinnmn

/. \
o N T ..
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IN YOU'R REPLY REFER TOQ

ADDRERE BREFLY TD THE

SECKRETAR TEFT. OF ‘NOIAN AFFAIRS, _ \'“‘ 51-()—15
’ OTTAWA 5 PPy

ALSO TUO THE DATE OF THIS LETTER

PLEASEWRITEONONLY ONESUBJECT
INEACH LETTER

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Cir, No, ©6035=-5. CANADA

July 13th,

0D
OTTA#A l'l"l.lil#l". lg

Dear S5ir,

1 have to request you to furnish on

freight
repayment and send by ,...}Q...... prepaid to

destination = & . ....cccc000000 the supplies

mentioned in the attached 1ist, The supplies

are intended for the use of Indians at the
In.ian HKesidential School in the

?"-tp.ipi:-',g'-rr-u---.-n-n--.;a---o--'

' Y ' .
Lﬁﬁa??'ﬂslﬂb?:.'li‘r-'.".il"l'l.l..l.l A£9r105", ']I]d

should be addressed as follows:
Rev. J. P. .lackey,
Shubenacadie Ind.Res.school,
Shubenugadie, N. S,

Payment will be made by this Depart-

13 n receipt of account in triplicate.

Yors truly,

//‘;'/J;/j/ﬂ / /{/(‘ ,*('(

AFs MacKkenzie

Director of l'edical Stores, Secretary
Dept. of Pensions & National Health,
OTT AV A,
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61-0-13.

“‘k”“r

July 10th, 193d.

Reverend Sir,-

Your drug requisition, dated June £let,

hat
f£illed as received. I am not quite sure w
:§r2°3§34r.a.1ng tray bottles you will get, but I tzinkizod
the Medicsl Stores has something suitable, I am aunihor

to> inetruct you to buy the enamel tray locclly and to
render an snccount in the ususl maunere.

youre very truiy,

YacXenzie,
ecretarye.

Reverend J. e lMockey,

rincipal |
lndgantxoatdontial 3chool,

Shnb.n.GQdiﬂ s Ne Se
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’ Shubenacadie “ndien *“esidential wchool,

Shubenacadie, N.S,
July I0th. +933.

NO o 51-0-13

Dear o5ir:
In reply to your letter of Yune 30th. ult. received by me on
the evening of the 5th. of Yuly. I suppose this report was received
by you a few days before your letter to me on qune doth, Ferhaps
you will recall a copy of a letter sent to me under date of june 19
th. lio 9«5I. The original was sent to :r. MeInnis inferming him
that there would only be one examination a year at the School in
place of two. *“he morning I received this copy Dr. Meclnnis called
on the phone and in no uncertain terms gave me credit or blame for
the procedure taken by the lept. in this matter. I am not going to
even try to remember all that he @aid,only this, that from January
ti1l that date ,he had received only twelve dollars for calls to the
Sechool. You can see from the reports that last winter and spring,we
had very little sickness,unlike the previous year., It appears to me
that the whole thing behind the belated report of the Yoctor is
nothing more or less than to compensate himself in some way for the
loss of fifty dollars a year.
Now for the case of Josephine Smith. On Saturday March 1Ith.
she was as active as any other child in the School,and like a good
many more was suffering from a cold. A number of the other children

had the cold that was going,and sometimes from coughing ,especially
in the mornings,would have a 1ittle stomach Wpsetand vomit some.

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume €08, file 2¢5-13, part 2)
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On S’lay morning Josephine Smith felt weak and left the chapel,
but returned in a few minutes ., There was not any collapse. She

remained around part of the morning,and as the other children were
going for a walk she was sent to bed. Ve had no reason to think that

her condition was any more serious than the others., That night she dad

a little more vomiting. »nowing that the Doctor was coming the following
morning 1 asked the Sister to have the Doctor see this child before
going on with his semi-annual examination. “he Doctor usually arrime s
about nine ,but this morning it was between nine thirty and ten. On his
examination he CaiJ he thought it was a bad appendix,and advised taking

her to the V.G.H., It was too late for us to get the ten after ten train

and we took her in on the first through train,leavinf here about fou§>ﬁfﬁ>

P.M. They pperated that night about midnight and I saw the child early
the following morning. 'he child died the follawing morning about eleven
AM. I was staying at St. ™ary(s Cathedral,and the hospital is in that
parish. One of the priests was called and told that Yosephine Smith was
dangerously ill as she had developed pnuemonia after the operation.

Now while the child was at tie School she did not complain of any
severe pain as one would expect from am-perforated appendix. It would
do me no good to ask for the report from the hospital,as it would not
be given to me.So how much the Doctor is reading into or taking from
the report 1 cannot say. I am sure of this that were Josephine Smithmy
ownm sister I could not under the same circumstance s do any more for her,
Apart from that the report of the health of the children in the School,

ever since it opened speaks for itself, I wish you would write to Dr.Gosse

of the V.G.H, and see what he has to say about the case. The Doctor seenq

to say that she died of peritonitis,which is not according to facts.
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BLd wie

Ottawa, July 17th, 1933,

Dear 3Sir,-

e Department is informed that an Indian
ohild named gguophgnn smith wee admitted to your hospital
on or about Merch 13th, last, from the Indian Residential
school et Shubenacadie. I am instructed to request a
clinical report on this ohild's condition on admiseion,
her treatment, progress and the cause of her death.

Yours very truly,

74

=~ //j;;//r
L V.-

- We Lo Stone, T'QBQ.
pirector of Medical Services.

The Medicel Superintendent,
Victorie General Tospital,
H.lifﬂ!. N. 3.
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HALIFAX . N.S.

Dr. E. L. Stone, -
Director of Medical Scrvices, 'S
Department of Indien Afairs,

Ottawa, Onte.

W

Dear Doctors:-

with reference to your inquiry in the cege of Josephine
Smith, we beg to edvise you that this 1ittle Indian girl, age 12 years,
wes admitted on Merch 13th, 1933, and died on /iarch 15th.

On adnission she complained of & "pain in the stomach", and
gave a history that on the day previous to ndnission the pain came on in
the pit of the atomach and she steted that she vomited before breskfast.
On the dey following she was examined by the doctor and gsent. to hospital,
and edmitted to the ward at 7.20 peme

The leucocyte count, on edmission, wes 24,000, She was ex-
emined immedietly by the surgeons who reported a moderate rigidity of the
abdominsl muscles with moderate tenderness, on rectal examination, high
up anteriorly. There was no tenderness on superficial ebdominal exanination ..

Her condition was watched carefully, and at midnight it wes
decided to open the &bdomen. The appendix was found gangrenous and free
ous was found in the peritoneal cavity. The &ppendix was removed and the
abdomen dreined. On the morning following the patient wes bright and
comfortable and her condition setisfectory. Thet night, her temperature
and respirations went up, snd elinical examinetion showed & left eided
lober pneumonia. On pdmission she was suffering from & cold, and for this
reason Chloroform anaesthetic was employed. The cold was evidently the
etiological factor of the pneumonia. She died at 10.40 a.m, on Merch 15th.

We shall be glad to enswer ary further questions that may

arise in this matter.
Inursdjjyﬂyq

[ /
?é‘lcamme ° Tui Dn’

sedical Assistant Superintendent.
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August 1st, 1933,

Dear Doctor Molnnis,-

The Department has secured reports on the
case of Josephine Smith, who dled at tne Victories
General Hospitsl at Halifax on ilarch 10th, last, after
an operntion for sppendicitiases The report indiontes
that this pupil dled of puneamonia. If the Department
hag any farther ouservution to make in thies matter it
e thet 1t wo1ld hove preferred to have been informed
of the fuets of the case at onee rather than at some
three nmonths after the event.

Yours very truly,

7

S

v

Acting Deputy Superintemdent General.

Ae Do williane ’

De P, MoInnie, Reag., MeDe,
Shubenacadie,
Nova Scotia.
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Reverend 5ir,-

The Department has received a clinieal
report on the case of Josephine Smith., who died at
the Viotoria Ceneral Hospital st Malilsx on Muroh
16th, last. This report confirme your etatement
that the child died of pneumonia. I do not think
there l® any resson for further investigation iuto
tidle metter so far es the Department is concorned.
{ think 1t only right, however, to eay that when
an Indien pupil in & reeldentiel school falle elck

the principal 1s wise in promptly calling in medical
advice if such is available. It 18 easy to bLe wise

after the event, and I heve no doubt that this
observetion has alreedy ooccurred to you.

Youre very truly,

Ae S. vwilliams,
Acting Deputy Superintendent Ceneral.

Reverend J. P« Mackey,
Principal,
1..dlen Residential School,
Shubenacadie, Ne. 3.
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Rl M
August 9th, 1933,

Deﬂl‘ 311‘.'

In reply to your letter of iurust 4th,
I beg to inform you that the Department has a clinical
renort from the Victoria Ceneral Hospitel. This report
is rather more complete than that of which you furnish
a copy with your letter :nd states clearly that Josephine
‘mith died of nneumonia. I presume that, as the physician
who sent the patient to the hospital, this report ?hIOh
was doted July 20th, is available to you, »nd the Depart-
ment would prefer that you receive inform:tion in this
matter direct from the hospital. You must Jjudge for
yourself whether it will be your duty to pursue this
matter further after consultation with the “uperintendent

of the hospital,

Yours truly,

//

A. F.MacKenzlie,
D Fo Noclnnis, Esq., M.D., Jecretary.
hubenacadie,
"ova ‘cotia.
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