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Shubenacadie Indian Residentiel “chool.
Shubenacadie, li.Se.
Jan. 27th. 1936.
o, 01=0U=5 "\
Jear Sir:
On account of building the house for the assistant farmer last
summer it was impofsible to attend to some repairs in the School. 1

refer especially the boys recreetion,wash and bath rooms.The walls

to within eix inches of the floor are the ordinary plaster,and it has

venn impossible for us to keep them looking half decent.The plaster in
many places is broken and even the cork board back of the plaster hag
fb&éﬁ'ﬂdrn away. The only solution 1 can see is8 to take the plaster and
cork board out and replace them by rough faced briek.

Lagt year we were informed that there was an amount of ., 300.
for repuirs., As it was not used for that purpose I wonder if it would
be available for this year. The brick would cost about thirty-five

200 & thousand and I would Judge that we would need ahout six thou
p There would be no extra labor.
Will you please ley us know if we may figure on doing these

in the late spring or early summer,

Yours very truly,

The tecretary,

; \Dglét;wzf Indian Affairs. /4 //W%“L?
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Ottawa, February 3, 1936.

Reverend Sir:
r of the 27th ultino, regarding

recreation room, wash room
Indian residential school

for an expenditure
o carry out the

+nd bath rooms at the Shub
g that authority be granted

rnd requestin
of $300 4in supp lying the material required 1t

repaire.

In this connection it ie noted you re commend
that the plaster and cork board be removed and replaced by
rough faced urick. If brick were installed, would you not

consider that, owing %o the rough surface, it would be
donger2ds to the pupile in the ir play? 1In awy event, the

W O0partrent will have no funde during the balance of the present
fiscal year to authorize the purchase of the brick or other

waterial for the purpose.
the attention

vou might again draw thie matter to
at which time

of tre Department about the end of April, next,

we vill be aware what funds, if any, will be available for
while our Estimates

aarrying out the repalrs at your school.
{tem of $300 for

“or the current fiscal year contd ned an
erect the residence for the

Tog e oy $1,000, only, to
int out that, as the cost of the

btan\ \eruer, I would po
g over $1,400, all funds provided for your school

lde nce :
kL yoar N Leen utilized.
yours truly,

‘AR

\

< A. F. NacKenzie,
Secretary.

il L=

. J . l . l"-.t\cm;()

Frione _p‘l’
I1laian Residential School,

shubenacadie, N. S.

TnLi:.' -.. f1v4 4 - 4 - - - a 5
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Boys'
Recreatlion
—Boom. _

Walls of
Rooms &

—Bullding.
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EXTRACT FROM REPORT DATED MARCH 19, 1936, FROM

R. THOS. ROBERTSON WHO IS INVESTIGATING CONDITIONS
AMONG THE INDIANS IN THE MARITIME PROVINCES,

"I beg to submit the following report on my visit
to the Shubenacadie Indian School: -

X X X X X

Classrooms, dining rooms, kitchen, dormitories,
locker rooms, lockers, wash rooms, recreation rooms
halls, storage rooms, etc. etc., all scrupulously clean
and orderly with the exception of the walls of the boys'
recreation room and the walls of the rooms on the south
and east side of the bullding which through no fault
of the school offlclals are might say a disgrace 1in
a buillding of this kind and certainly not a good example
of the white man's standard of living tc keevp before
the eyes of those Indian chilldren.

In this room the plaster extends to the floor. Con-
gsequently 1s all broken to a height of some four feet. To
repailr those walls with plaster would only be a waste of
money. The plaster should be replaced with tile or brick
work to a height of at least four and a half or five feet from
the floor. When this work is being done provision should be
made to allow the firm attachment of a clothes' rall on the wal

Apparently the brick used in this bullding permits the
passage of water through them, Indications of thlis can be seen
on all walls of the building but as the prevailing wind and ral
storms are from the south and east it 1s on the south and east
walls that the effect 1s moset aprarent, On the inslde walls
the plaster 1s either badly stained, off, or falling off in man
places in every room and while not an expert, am satisfled can
see signe of deterioration in the walle from the outside,

As this condition has exlsted ever since the bullding was
erected, 1t 1s in my opinion that unless immedlate steps
are taken either by paint or some other method that will
prevent this seepage of water, lrreparable damage wlll be
done the bullding and a heavy expendlture incurred in the
near future,
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EX‘D.
Ottawa, April 2nd, 1936.

Reverend Sir,-

The Department is in receipt of Dr. Thos.
Robertson's report with reference to his visit to the
Shubenacadie Indian Residential School, in which he refers
to the condition of the walls of the boys' recreation room
and, also, the walls of the rooms in the south and east side
of the school. I may say that he distinetly points out
that this condition is not due to any laxity on the part of
the school officials.

In the current year's appropriation, there
has been provided the sum of ‘400 for repairs and improve-
ments at the Shubenacadie Indian Residential School. Please
let me have your report, stating in what manner you consider
this amount should be spent. You should give an estimate

of the cost of the material and the cost of the labour for
the work which you recommend. As soon as your report is
received, the Dornrtloat will give it immediate consideration.
1t should be definitely understood, however, that no work
mast be done until you receive explicit instructions from

the Department.

./) Y [:3] tml’.

} / : ( > - | E 9 }_’,
ﬁ J y [./ ’, /-'/;’f;:‘:f,/ﬁ r’{f’/_‘."_’.’ "'
{ :

Secretary.

Reve. J. P. Mackey,
Principal,
Indian Residential School,
Shubenacadie, N. 8,

PP/0'M,

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6055, file 265<5, part L)

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

CANADA




Ottawva, J‘lll’ 13th, 1937.

agﬂ

Reverend 8ir,-

With reference to your letter of the
16¢h ultimo, you may arrange with Mr. W. H. Burgess
te repair the plaster on the froat and eastern side
of the Shubenacadie Indian Residential School, It
is moted that the cest of this work will be $185.00.

in writing you on April 20th, the
Department neglected to give you the names of persons
from whom you sheuld secure quotations. In future,
you should request us to supply you with this information
before having any outside firm quote on work required.

Yours truly,

f"iu
Re A, lody. -
Supt. of Welfare & Training.

{ ..\\\X
'\ 'Reve J« P. Mackey,
Prineipal,

Indian Residential Sehoel,
Shudenacadie, N. 8.
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Boys
Recreation
Room

Valls of
rooms &
Building

Borden, P.F.I.
March 19, 19%6.

DT‘. U.V.MCGill,
Deputy Supt. General of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Dear Sir

I beg to submit the following report on
visit to the Shubenacadie Indian School.

Neat and clean in dress and appearance.
Apparently happy and wvell nourished.

Class rooms, dining rooms, KkKitchen,
Dormitories, locker rocoms, lockers, wash rooms,
recreation rooms, halls, storage rooms, etc. etc., all
scrupulously clean and orderly with the exception of the
walls of the boys recreation room and the walls of the
rooms on the south and east side of the building which
through no fault of the school officials are I might say
a disgrace in a building of this kind and certainly not
a good example of the white mans standard of living to
keep before the eyes of those Indian Children.

In this room the pnlaster extends to the floor
sonsecuently 1is 21l broken to a height of some four feet.
To repair those walls with plaster would only be a waste
of money. The plaster should be replaced with tile or
brick work to a height of at least four and a half or
five feet from the floor.

When this work is being done provision should
be made to allow the firm attachment of 2 clothes' rail
on the wall.

Apparently the brick used in this bullding
permit the passage of water through them. Indications of
this can be seen on all walls of the building but as the
prevailing wind and rain storms are from the south and
east it is on the south and east walls that the effect 1is
most apparent. On the inside walls the plaster is either
badly stained, off or falling off in many placed in every
room and while not an expert, am satisfied can see signs of
deterioration in the walls from the outside. As this con-
dition has exlsted ever since the building was erected, 1t

is
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is my opinion that unless immediate steps are taken
either by paint or some other method that will prevent
this seepage of water, irreparable damage will be done
the building and a heavy expenditure incufred in the
near future.

Farnm, All good in splendid shape and well cared for.

Farm Build- It is my opinion that a further economy coulc be effected

ings,Stock in the administration of this school were it possible to

& Machinery inerezse the farm by another one hundred and fifty acres
at a reasonable figure and would recommend that this
matter be looked into.

Automobile In bad condition and unsafe for driving without
& thorough overhauling. I have no hesitation in the
intereste of economy of recommending the turning in of
this machine, as it can only be a bill of expense from
now on.

Father Mackie Father Mackie is a man of splended executive

% staff ability and intensely interested in his work. He has
gathered about him a staff apparently imbued with the same
high ideals. I believe Father Mackie's advice and assist-
ance will be invaluable in the drafting of any scheme for
the better administration of Indian Affairs in the Maritimes.

Faithfully Yours,

(Sgd) Thos. Robertson
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Borden, P.E.I.

Dr. MeGill,
Deputy Supt. General,
Otta“a -

Dear Sir:

I beg to revort that on March 17th I visited
Shubenacadie Indian Reserve, Owing to flooded conditions
of reserve could not get the information reouired and will
have to return at a later date.

Mr. VWallace the Agent at that point asked my
assistance in preparing his reports but wvhen I attempted
to do so found the former Agent had turned over to Mr.
vallace no records or informetion of any kind and that
ir. Wallace himself possessed very little of the recuired
information.

As lr. Wallace cannot secure this information
without visiting practically every home on the reserve
and as the roads will prohibit this for probably two weeks,
T assisted in the filling in of what information he had
advised the forwarding of them and at the earliest possible
moment the securing of the information and the forwarding
of a complete report. I pointed out to Mr. Vallace the
necessity of holding dovn expenditures, advised him to check
carefully all applications for relief pointing out that he
being a new man the Indians would no doubt try to take
advantage of him.

vhile T am satisfied Mr., Vallace is honest &nd
will carry on the work to the best of his ability, yet he
is timid, fearful of getting entangled with the law, lacks
initiative, aggressiveness and in my opinion not at all
suited for the position.

Yours very truly,

(Sgd) Thos. Robertson.
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Borden, P.E.I.
March 20th,19Z6,

Dr. McGill
Deputy Supt. General of Indisn Affairs.
Ottawa.

I beg to report that on March 18th I arrived
in Truro called on Mr. Fox, Indian Agent and with him
visited the Reserve and school at that point.

Ve visited & great many of the Indian homes
and I must say was very favorably impressed by the
cleanliness and general activities in the homes.

Yhile there are oculte a number of old people
as well as sick who are unable to support themselves on
this reserve, among those who are able there seems to be
a strong desire to support themselves and while I was
there all were busy. That in the past white men have
been engaged to build roads and do repairs on the reserve,
is resented by the Indians and in my opinion justly so.
There is no excuse for it, it only anta—gonizes the Indiéan
and increases the cost of relief.

If there is no regulations meking it obligatory
for Agents to engage Indians (whenever nossible) for all
work on reserves, I believe there should be and that the
regulation should be stricly enforced.

On our visit to the school we found fourteen
pupils present out of an enrolment of 20. Several vere
at home sick with colds. The Teacher reported regular
attendance.

The children appeared clean, attentive and fairly
well nourished. The school room was in my opinion not so
clean or neat as it should be, neither was the teacher so
neat and tidy in her appearance. I drew this to the Agment's

attention
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attention and he agreed to speak to her.

Mr. Fox has had previous experience in soclal
work, I understand. He has made a good start here, he
wishes to help the Indian but realizes and also tells
them they must help themselves. I shall be much dis-
appointed 1if Fox does not make a big improvement at
Truro.

Vould advise keeping an eye on this now as a
suitable person as a full time Agent should such appoint-
ment be made.

Yours very truly,

(€gd) Thos. Robertson

Re grocery supplies. In my opinion these prices should
be cut at least 10%. Talked with the Agent, he agreed.
Think a letter from Dept. to him drawing his attention to
necessity of securing better prices might assist him
getting it adjusted.

(cgd) TR.
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DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
CANADA

April 1, 1936.
Memorandum: Doctor McGill.

I have read Dr. Robertson's report on the recent inepection
of the Shubenacadie Indian Residential School in Nova Scotia.

I note his remarks with reference to the condition of
the building and with your approval I will make an inspection
of this building in the next two weeks and report as to what is

required to remedy the conditions referred to in his report.

v
'l.\ f&
7 A/ g
/A A=
: _,

Architect
for the Department.
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ohiabenscad 1.17/ lnuiai **esidential cchood.,

;.Jii‘tl.i elacaule,

About tune miadle od April , Peceived a Let from you

concerning repairs. 1 wae at tne nosj ita} at the time and now 1

cannot find the letter., ‘here was al appropriation of (400.UU
for repuirs, 1 4o LoV tHiUK tuat you intend ULlS aLk it Lor ne
rep= irs unecessary oiu wue southern auu easteri exposulres,wnicl
were meationed by br. looersou lu his report,

>34

In a letter of Jan, 27th. 1 ref

ferred
in tie boys recreation roou,wasl alll

remove plLaster and Cork board for about five
and replace with rough Laced brick.To repair
ue ,would be a waste of mouey.

I am 1ot certain 1t the wWork couiu Le dolie av

netwee: talree aund roulr nuiared dolilurs.

L;ie MEUBCLJL'J,
-Uek.ta. ¢f Ifndisn affairs,
UtlAawa .,

i, s

-
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Ottawa, May 7th, 1936.

Reverend S5ir,~-

¥ith reference to your letter of
the 5th instant, I enclose cOpy of official letter
of the 2nd ultimo. You will note from this letter
that the only amount available for repairs and
improvements at the Shubenacadie Indian Residential
School during the current fiscal year is $400.00.
When you supply the information requested in
official letter of the 2nd ultimo, the Department
will give your request {mmediate consideration and
you will be advised regarding the procedure we wish

followed.
Yours ;t. ‘;;A/i:’

Seoretary.

Reve J e« Pe hﬂk.yo

Principal,
Indian Residential School,

Shubenacadie, ¥. S,
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Shubensacadie +ndisan *“esidentisal ,chool ¥

1 ¢ 198t
Shubenscadie, i ;ﬂ-:nz?t ?

xlu;f ".’)tt;. I.’:{'U.

pear Sir: %

LI 1‘611.1.{».‘ to Jour letter of april 2nd. colcerniing v..e ¢ 4UU.00
availavle for repairsjthds year.
AE Tegaras e necessary repairs to the plaster And possibly
Lne wood work ¢ tne soutn and east sidea, The Lfact tiat the watlelr CoOmes
in duriug 2 ariving realu storn was reporteda Lo L€ vepartment perore tue
pailding was actually ocCC \pied., +tnis report was msaae by trne lnspecior,
t,.e late Mr. !m.Crowell of indsol L.o. +l€ contractors ,at tie time
placeu ti.e piame on Lie sub-contractors who did t.e rooling. sS4t Lue
latter provea 10 tue satisi acetion of the rormer,by taking up part of
tue roofing ,tuat the leaks ald not originate there, .ii CoOLpally with
t..e inspector I made tae trip detween the ceiling of tue top Ii00r ana
tihe roof to the front otf the builaling 4oo 1t A1 hour arter shz 2 nNeav,
riving rain storm had atartew., /e found that the water was nLOV coming
from the roof but througn tne wall, /ith the ald af flash-llghtis WE
gsaw hlie water ruuiing aown une inside of the wall, The caulXimg uole iu
in 1943 ,around the winaows helped but did not illiminate tie trouble,
I was tola that after a rew years tie pores would £11ll up ana tne
puailaing would ecome tisght.( L1t it still has its sprees).
neppe are otner builaings in the proviuce MJileh nave lie
same trouble ana I have talked t.e nattier over with the superintenasials
of these buildings. lone occupysSuclil &l exposeu vosition as ilune builaling
here and heuce t.e ouble is mot so extensive, Lue unritmi..ﬁ.eﬂ're,
Halifax, Femous players Corporation, bullt more recentliy tie2m tihls
school have haa trauble ol the nature, After spenaing consiaerable money

a firm frow Montresl,dia & Job Tor tunen that cnaea tae troudle, ( I will

gtop here till 1 get tne name of that r£irm)
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monaay may Llutn,
The name of the firm is the \iegpern uaterproofing Company,
St. vatherine Street, liontreal., “hey have done a satisflactéery Job
on the Capitol +heatre ,Halifax,and t.cy guaraitee their work, .-
48 for ihe necessery repairs to the boys recreation room ,
toilet and wash rooms. “rick from the floor up rive feel seeus O
me to be the only solution,as 1t would be a waste of money to repair
the plaster.The work as 1 see it would reodire about six thousand
orick a. thirty dollars a thousand . About tweniy bhegs of cementat
seveuty Live ceunts a bag,with = rew lords of good gend. The work
itself could ve done by tue earpenter engineer., ‘/e wou.d have to hire
a truck ror the brick snd the seand,ss the distance is too great for

110r'ses,

yours very truly,

ine secretary,
bept, of lndian
Qtitawa,

P

C}.‘f;r/ o W//J’/,?“‘””‘

er)f‘
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Ottawa, May 23, 1936.

Reverend Sir:

I have your letter of the 1l2th
instant, regarding the repairs recuired to the
boys' recreation room, toilet and wash rooms
and the waterproofing of the wall, to prevent

water seeping in, at the Shubenacadie Indian
Residential School.

In thie comnection I have to inform
you that Nr. Orr, the Architect of this Depart-
ment, will visit the school some time towards
the end of June, next, when he will examine
into the repairs, etc., required and make the
necessary arrangenents for having them carried
out. In the meantime, you should take no
further action until the Architect has had an
opportunity of vieiting the school.

Yours truly,

]
Vid g

T. R. L. MacInnes,
Acting Secretary.

Rev. J. P. Mackey,
Principal,
Indian Residential School,
Shubenacadie, N. S.
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August 13, 1936.
Doctor MoO4ll.

I beg to report that on Wednesday of last week I made
an inspection of the Shubenacadie Indian Residential School. This
bullding was erected in 1929 amnd reports have been received by the
Department during the last year or so that the building was deing
damaged during periods of heavy raim.

The survey of the imterior of the building showed
clearly that rain was penetrating the south wall of the building and
doing consideradle damage to the plaster and interior finish. The
prevailing winds are from the south-east and it appears that the
south wall is the only ome that is moticeably affected.

I might say that when this school was erected the
{nterior of all the exterior walls was water-proofed with a composition
of tar and asphalt. This was applied direct to the hollow building
tiles which were used in commection with the face drick im the com-
struction of the outside walls. The face brick used im the duilding
18 extremely hard and it is practically impossible for water to penetrate
same. The examination shows, however, that in spite of these precautions

the rain is deing foroed through the wall during a driving rain from the
south-east.

With a view to determiming the best way of remedying
the existing condition I imspected several of the large buildings
recently erected im Halifax amd in all cases I found that they are
experiencing the same troudle. The Nova SBootia Hotel, erected a
fow years ago by the Canadian Fatiomal Railway, speat about two years
sndeavouring to elimimate the troudble om their scuth wall., The results
were all unsatisfaotory until the emtire outside surface of the wall
was waterproofed by the Western Waterproofing Company, who have a
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patented process for this class of work.

The Bell Telephome Co., the Capital Theatre, the
Nova Scotia Light, Neat and Power Co., Bank of Momtreal, Moir'se
Factory and other large duildiags in Halifax have been water-
proofed by the Westerm Waterproofing Company and the results have
been entirely satisfactory, elimimating in all cases the penetratioa
of rain through the walls.

It 18 extremely important that immediate atteation
be given to the waterproofing of the Shubemacadie School im order
to safeguard the building, and I would recommend that arrangements
be made immediately with the Westerm Waterproofing Co. to carry out
this work. They guarantee their work for five years and have been
stroangly recommended to me by those who have employed them for this
work.

The estimated cost is $2,000 and I have been advised
that funds are available in the Vote for Indiam Educatiom to cover
the cost.

Attached to my memorandum are five photos takem
at the Shubenacadie School,-

No 1. = A gemeral view of the fromt of the duilding, which is the
southern exposure and the wall requiring water-
proofing.

No 2. = A detail of the froat emtramce.

¥Os 3 and 4., - Imterior details of ome of the olassrooms om the south
wall showing the damage to the plaster around the
windows,

Io).-AﬂumfmnoMlofmmmehlmﬂn
three bungalows duilt and ocoupied by male members
of the staff of the school

\

Arohttoé'{ for the Department.
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Moo ramdum?
The Homourable the Buperintendeat Gemeral.

Attached hereto 19 a momorsndum from the Architect
of the Departasat with reference to an imspection made of the
Shubenacadie Indian Fesideantial Fehool, which is loocated om the main
1ine of the C. N, R, 40 miles this side of Halifar.

I comour ia Wr. Orr's recommendation and would
ask for your approval of having thie work dome.

Deputy Superinteadent Usneral.
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DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
CANADA

August 13, 1936,

Memorandum:

While making inspection last week of the Shubenacadie
Indian Residential School, I doted that some outside painting 1is
requ ired.

The Reverend Principal advised me that 1f the
Department would purchase the material he would be prepared to
do the work with the school staff.

I would recommend, therefore, that the Reverend
Father Mackey be authorized to purchase the materials required
for painting at a cost not to exceed 4'575.00./

g

A s~

nrchitqct’fbr the Tepartment.
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Ottawa, August 14, 1936.

Reverend Sir:

You expend an amount not
exceeding $76.00 in the purchase of paint,
to be used at the Shubenacadie Indian
Residential School. It is understood that
the labour will be performed by the school
staff, without cost to the Department.

Yours truly,

T. R. L. MacInnes,
w : '{ Acting Secretary.

Rev. J. P. Mackey,
Prineipal,

Indian Residential School,
Shurb.n".dh’ N. 8.
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Indi an Residential School,
Shubenacadie, 11,5,

Mr. Gurney Orr,
Dept, of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa,

Dear Mr, Orr:-

Hope you had a good trip back to Ottawa.
The night you left a heavy shower of rain levelled
the beautiful field of oats we had in front of the
school., The next day I looked into the metter of the
floor in the driveway of the barn and found it
completely rotted. You could take a socrew driver amnd
push it through almost all of the joists., Ve will
have to replace it before we can thrash what grain
we have or put in our roots. I am writing to the
Secretary asking if the Department could obtain
three rails for us. A fellow in the village had
three rails; he would not sell them but said we could
have them since we need them immed iately, but he
expects us to replace them for him, as he plans on
doing a similar job on his barn in the near future,
The Department, I hope, will help us out because 1
could not get them fram the railroad authorities,

I am sorry that you could not get
into the root cellar and see the conditions there,
For the job, we will require 25 pieces, 15' x
3" x 12", and with 3" flooring making a single floor,
will run into about 1750 ft. All told the cost will
be heavye Do you think there is any chance that
the Department would pay for material, including
about five bags cement? The lumber will cost between
twenty and twenty-two dollars a thousamd,

Youre very truly,
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PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES




Ottawa, August 1k, 1936.

to your root
the materials regw
paragraph of your

With e

mach simpler if you arrange
steel companies who im all probability have offices im Halifax.

If you camnot obtain them kindly let me know the

woight and lemgth.
!va truly,
Ly
v

B< Gurney Orr.
Architeoct for the Department.

Rev, J.P. Mao
Prinoipal, e Ind. Res. Bchool,
Shudenacadia, ¥.8.
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Indian Residential School,
Shubenacadie, N,.S.
August 10, 1936

f

Noe 61 = 0 = 5

The Secretary,
Dept. of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa

Dear Sir:-

We have found it necessary to
replace the floor in the driveway of the
barn, The flooring was completely rotted
and it certainly was not safe to put the
horses on., To do a decent Jjob, we need
three rails from the C.,ll.R., each about
thirty feet long. Will you please use the
influence of the Department with the rail-
way authorities to get us the three rails?

Yours very truly,

_,;’
e 2, 67
r. . F ; { ’ 4 & ﬂ (//:/’(& .
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Ottawa, August 18, 1936.

Reverend Sirs

Replying to your letter of the
10th instant, requesting that the Department
take up with the authorities of the Canadian
National Railway the matter of obtaining three
discarded rails, which you require for the
flooring of the barn at the Shubenncadle
Indian Residential School, I would say that,
if you make your request to the Superintendent
of the Eastern Division at Moncton, N. B., he
would, no doubt, agree to supply the rails.

T. R.L. MaclInnes,
Acting Secretary.

R.‘uh‘,o Pc IUNBk.y,
Principal,
Indian Residential School,
Shubenacadie, N. S.
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