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139 87-3 (Jouf). 
northern Development 

a.hl,T*.gRfr.y 3,r*P » v> T T A A. 

ï am replying to your letters of December 5th,December 10th 
*md December 13th,1349, in reference to * survey of electrical 
eonii tioss *a*3 the needs of the several ^oaiaion Oovern i«fet dep?rt~ 
monta at Fort Vcrailion,Alberta. 

1. or s).rru,;.â.^Ti 

Ibrt Vermilion is a Settle*tat on the Peace River, none 160 miles 
north easterly»43* the crow files, from the town of Peace 31 v<?r,Alberta. 
It in in the midat of a rich s^rt cultural area mû the local Post Of floe» which 
serves a large eree, is stated to servioa acne 3,000 ;ocr?le. the nrem 
in without a railroad and hen bean by-peesod by the QrtaehMwHay River 
Highway {^ee)ces«le Highway) which panses nasse 40 to £0 elle# westerly 
of Jfbrt férmUloft -tot tie* est. there then does not appear to be any 
prospect of a a large increase in population at this place. In f uct 
the KmekesusLe Highway may detract in future from the Importasse of this 
utilement which up to mm has bwn the centre of the ear rounding area. 
At tbe present Urne there ia located «t Fort Venallion an *gricultural 
Hxperiaental 3tat Ion, a Heel lea tial School, Sloayi tel, Roman Catholic 
mission, and also a lltsdees'c Boy Post, and several privately owned stores. 
A leading strip built by the Canadian Pacific Airlines le located here 
and has bass passed by the Depart®®tat ©? transport so a safe landing place 
for «smeller pl&aesodtaring the day time. 

2. ItoHMLfim ITXXUXli i LBUffDi 

Severn! interviews hove been held with the of fleers of this Coapejy 
and the proposition ffclly explored as to whether or not this Qsxpesy 
would be prepared to becaue established at Fort Feral lion and generate 
electrical power for the Settle# <at which would also serve the needs of 
the several Dominion ■.«overar-.ent ityirtecsift» -.ttachw# hereto le copy of 
their letter of February 8,1950, the <*tst of **fcipb la thwfe tht•*« Is not 
enough business in prospect at that locality at the present time to" 
warrant their wakin • a capital investment and becoming Interested In such 
a venture at this time. If the area grew,however, »nd « larger market 
for electrical power was eeaured «t a later date, there appears a prospect 
that this OOKpeay might then be Interested. 

5. vifzx a? awttm K —IF 

'Ibis Settlement wee visited on January £ist»19î?0, by Jr.f.A. alwith 
of this office, and attached hereto is copy of his report, dated Jcrony 
21st,1950. 

there is also supplied a list of the buildings and establishments la 
3brt Verallioa showing their present end estimated future requires ota 
of electrical pe nr. It will be noted the total cotisated load In the 
3cttl«ncat «Mounts to 339,900 watts. 

4. BQAICf) 0- Hililll CTTUrP-? SUaîX.lilOHbïU UF 1?-B PRgFISCSv 0? AlgKRTAt 

On February 10,1950,an interview was held between officers ©f 
Horthlend 0till ties and Myself, with kr.Bruoe V.Macsle, ©ml eaiontr of 
the Board of ublic Utilities )oe»isalon©ra of Alb es* ta. the situation wee 
fully explained to Mr.Bessie,as* the relatively f*w»U requirements of the 
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iettlament poin ted out* It t.*c« streiiocd that rates fsr electrical 
power should not ha such sa to discourage private usera fro® taking 
elcotrioel power,providing this could be arranged for, la the «veut of 
central power pleat with traaeial «alon 11 m being established under mm 
ngaiioy as yet not de ter lined. Mr«&assle mm agreeable to ti* proposition 
and ttithou ?h he could not giro an undertaking in writing,in the absence of 
a formal written proposition iutiwsted that at any tiae due considération 
would be given if a central power station,etc., ware established. 

5. fiEaWtfcfelT OF lfc*?*J3t8Ih3 AhD UfiulIH - ( Co-operative Activities and 
Credit Union Branch) 

On February 10,1950 an Interview was held with officials of Northland 
Utilities kûâ v/aelf, with kr.A.Peart,]fîe:uty Supervisor,Co-operative 
* ctivities. Attached hereto is eopv of letter of February 14,1950 out- 
lining the possibilities of the formation of a co-operative association 
which «ould invest in and becoai* respaeible for the operation of on 
electrical pe^er installation. Attached thereto me literature regarding 
the procedure to be followed in the formation of such a local co-operative 
group. 

<1. 0H(Uai^tl^ OF a&Tg&afirr F03 XKfjUL : C .;?    ..., lLJr-uh% 

frot* the data It is deer that a privately owned utility company 
cue h m Aurthland Utilities liai ted, la not interested in entering fort 
Verrai lion field. Tke only alternative, if the needs of cveiyone in the 
Settlement are to be met, le for an organisation under « co-operative unit 
to be form*; «nougat the interested and progressive peonle in the Settlement, 
the difficulty here is that the ©veral Dominion ûo versas stjf deprtnents 
ere mom vitally concerned than the waeindcr of the Settlement,and the 
local people by themsaXvee would probably be incapable of properly organ- 
lain and forcing e co-opera tlvk group. An opportunity ri^ht,however, be 
given to the local people to ascertain whether or not they ere interested. 
Undue t ta*, however, should not be taken in this enquiry, as in the aeantlas 
the nee ds of tne several Dominion Government Departments for electrical 
power have not been .vet and are growing progressively worse m time elapses. 
The- alternative appears to be for the several Dominion Governs at departments 
to organlve for their own nerds. If,at a later date, the private dtlmm 
and other organizations, wish to cosic nder the benefits of electrical power 
and by then see the installation already completed, they any possibly at 
some later date approach the Govern .eat with acne tsa'tible financial prop- 
osition! In oh her words, without too much delay several Dominion Coverage at 
départesnta should attend promptly to their own needs. 

v. am po ù jfj&T m mm&imiQx im for doctoqk amanar?* 
  mmvtë wïlyz     

If a transmission line is built to serve the asver&l opinion r^wmeat 
de par ta» nta, it will practically pass most of the «peu of the built-up 
setileigteût. ibe central power atction is suggested to be located on the 
Dominion Go Vermont te 1« graphic lot, which is a central location in the area. 
In discussing the seeds of the severe 1 Dominion Government deportments, the 
rioyul Canadian Counted Police is not included, es this organization is 
located in s rented building and there appears sophs uncertainty whether or 
not its officers will be permanently stationed there. 

A factor bo be considered in providing cant el power is that there be 
sufficient load on the generating unit to warrant economical operation, -ith 
the proposed Installation of two 3S| h.V.A.,3 phase, generstin uni te, there 
would be sufficient powr to have one unit sun efficiently, and maintain the 
additional unit as a standby. Hm inclus! on, however, of the bos pits! on the 
electrical load would just balance it to the extent that one 2R§ F VA unit 
could he run efficiently» It appears reasonable that m the hospital is 
operated largely for the Indians of the aree, the Indian Affairs Branch 
would not probably object to the hospital being connected to the electrical 
distribution line. Ms Isa point for Indien Affaira Breach to (4vs a final 
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It 1« «rident that if the Dominion Government department a ereet a 
central power station and transmission line fbr its own needs it cannot 
supply power to private individual*. By so doing,the Provincial laws 
would he broken, and furthermore, there is no organisation set up for 
reading of meters, submitting accounts, collecting monthly peasants,etc., 
etc* Tbue when the Dominion Government departments a«k« an installation 
for their own needs, they must refuse to supply service to any private 
individual. If private individuals wish,-shen the installation has been In 
operation for a «oupie of years »md is an «scured success, to obtain the benefits 
of electricity an opportunity would then be available for then to fossa 
a co-operative association and make «cue financial proposition to the 
Dominion Government. 

8* • mmmwrtm or laoïaw at?aib> brooks 

tour letter of Deoeabfr 13th,with attached copy of letter of 
December 6,1943, from W.J.P.Pratt,to the Ihief i ngineer of this Department 
asked fbr information separately as to what power and installation would • 
be required at the buildings of the Indian Agency and of the church owned 
Residential School,should it sot be feasible to install a central power 
plant to serve till departments* this information is m follows : 

As amain*: a asperate installation at the Indian Agent's Residence and 
at the Residential School — 

Installation at Inlicn Agent's Residence • • ;-l7}6*40 

Installation at Residential School  5500*00 

TOTAL - 7216.40 

there will,of course, bo ulao required relatively high operating coats tot 
the two separate generating plants. During Kr.*'-elp«tb*s recast visit 
he learned that e ipaarating unit had recently been installed at the 
Residential Dotottl, to sorts their immediate needs• the psoviding of 
this unit now,however, does not seriously affect the overall proposal of 
central 'power for this Settlement, as there Is a defend at all times for 
small generating units which can be moved to other locations by the 
Dominion («overs .«nt departments concerned. It my bo pointed out .however, 
that if each Dominion fîo te rasent depart®! at pin cos se par® te plants at ffcrt 
Veralllen, et a relatively high cost of the total installations, it would 
then be difficult to switch over to s central power station Installation* 

9. qutm. iwa-R ->umt v«* xurxn-w^ 

£tm cooperative cos*.s of central power plant and transmission line, 
la comparison «dtfc that of generators installed separately to serve the 
needs of I» Dominion (bfimwnt departw&nts are shown m follow: 

Central Power station and Transmission Line 
I as shown in Statement 16,000*00 

Joat of 4 separate installations 
( as shown in Statement WAW) 13.600*00 

or- # »,500.00 

from the Shot*, it is evident if a central poser plant end trans- 
mission line Is not built, that 4 separate Installations will be necessary 
at » sost of #13,500. 32500 sore a central po**r plant end transmission 
line could be erected* \*ith 4 separate generating planta the e «ill be 
4 attendants required @nd this expense, together -4 th the added operating 
costs, for gasoline,fuel mû m on, ^ould be a considérable item of ex « use 
mm ally* The advantage would be in favor of the central power installation 
at #16,000 which le r«commetided* 
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10. flah OF 

A i-laa of 3cttleisefet is at te «had. 

11. Aiixaroxq-a Ags&oax ( 

smf^iff *A« - 

JtAg.ia.rJT "Bw - 

2MM^MZ2.i~ 

IBISJLIZL- 

Capital Inveatment for four separate 
Installation* - 

Total - # 13,500.00 

Latimata for Seatral Fewer He tion 
and Trausfalasica Line « 

Ibtd - # 16,000.00 

Maintenance and operation for 
one year - • 4,850.00 

rroportioîîBl «oat to the several 
Dominion Government dopnrtmnta for - 

(a) Capital Goat; 
(b) Annual Maintenance end Operation «oat; 
(a) Amounts to be provided by Departments 

fbr installation and first year of 
operation (a) plus (b) 

STOlAlffs 

1. Freioat or potential future aurhet is too snail to interest a 
publia utility ccnpaay. 

8. An opportunity is «reliable under the la*s of the rrotiaae of 
Alberta for a local ao«e pars tive to install ay s tea end sell power under 
rates approved by Board of Fublio Utility Gomi as loners. 

3. Present peal: load of settlement la 145 X.W. «&d possible peak load 
estimated at SB 6 L » A. 

4. If a «entrai power plant and distribution system be installed for 
settlement to serve both Dominion Government departments and interested 
private ouatos;©ra, it is likely th© Dominion Qsveramnt would have to 
subsidise tho gysten which is not sxoomcr.ded. 

5. À canvass be made of privet© ouator.ers ( other than opinion Govern nt) 
to find out if there is enough local infcereat to t&ru a vsbolXy-owesd local 
oo-operettve to install and operate the system, to which *h© sever fil Dos- 
iulon Government depart»* nt* vould be custom ra. 

6. If Item Me.$ fails, the Dominion Government to pool its resources 
pro rata to the extent each Deporteest is involved, and on sosae agreed basis 
erect « centre! power plant ©ad distribution system, lbs coat of meiatsnaaoe 
mû operation would be on this sans basis as agreed on for first ««pit*1 
cost* 

V. In the «vent ©f Dominion Government proceedlug under Item Ko.6 { of 
hamuuef) ( i.e. to build s system or Its own need* only), i t, must refuse to 
sell electrical power to say private consumer. 

8. It would be unwise for the Dominion Government end local agencies 
to co-operate jointly on the capital cost for a central plant sad distribution 
system,even under a local co-operative, since there is a possibility when 
replacements and/or extensions were necessary the Dominion Cover» eat would 
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by tfeaa hive b**am Involved mâ TIM ttniûï o<3m! tted for a #re*t«r 
proportionate share- of th« ooafc. 

». l'Isa tijaa «Iomc at is a major consideration, sad valuable ttae v-oulfi 
be seated in w ai Mag boo long for local oifcisens to fora a loanl co-operative. 
Iftker» ia ao r««aoa *fry a local ao-o se retire could not be forts«4 at any 
futur» bat, if privât» cttlsena wish to organisa and tike over the syete® 
éiê the Do&iaion Oovesumnt fera built. 

10. laitiai «oat for Demi ai on to built a oeatrel plant to serve «11 
DotaiBioa Gowrasent department* lottll bet- 

(testera ting Dlaut £9,000 
Dletribution system 7,000 

11. If aepmvuti tratfOimtib7» be nada far Ic Han Affairs (11723) 
âenrtMimi dtelagru gïia (#1735), . xpertsi«nta\ Station iCmSO) - Totel i8,000; 
the labour sud operation costs of îferee asperate units - 
if mpî\$Umà - •would susle the 3®uir*a niant ^4 distribution ays tarn 
to to 111 ag $18,000 ( under ït«œ Ho.10) desirable. 

IE. OvaomMng fiant lu to nu os'laSou Goverosefit telegraph oropftrty, 
which I» a ocntrul inaction Ir aetttomcat. 

13. Arrangeants for n«iattftaBOi sa** operation o'b jyabm for Dominion 
Qora r»*e*t departments only, to bo on « basin tu b« agreed on by this 
«everel Bepartneata acnetrited. 

B» "tel* 

\w Utw Aiovuu^ Of.r.f,^ t^. jjv ^k 

iU« y, x.i,„u , w «*« 

Uuci" C ut C u W icd 

u)?d 


