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River, Long Leke and some other Bands that I ocannot at

the moment recall. All children, irrespective of reli-

-1, part 1)

gion, get the same attentlion and education.

CANADA

I am in receipt of a commnication from Rev
Pather R. E. Lamarche, S8.J., Superintendent of the Miesion,

and Prineipal of the Sohool, who points out the necessity
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of some definite assurance from the Department as to the

per osplta grant.

® Indian Affairs. School Files.
(RG 10, Volume 6196, File 464

His Lordship, Bishop Scholard, of the dloocese
in which this sehool is situated, is very anxious that the
matter be dealt with immediately, so that an appropriation
might be taken in the next supplementary estimates to be
brought down; otherwise there is likely to 'ﬁa great hard-
ship and a good deal of confusion g the Sisters may bve
compelled to close the School.|/ In view of the possibde
removal of the School it would seem that this ls a matter

that should have immediate attention, and I will esteem it

a special favor if you #ill ve kind enough to bring it to
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make application for attendance. That i1t has been
poegsible for them to do so 1is owing to the faet that the
Fatherse (Christian Brothers) until recently have been

supplying thésp schoolf with milk, vegetables end fuel.

CANADA

Last year they supplied and delivered 125 cords of wood

School Files.
6196, File 464-1, part 1)

and over 350 bushels of potatoes, as well as other lines
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of vegetables in proportien. I understand that the
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Brothers will not be avle to supply vegetavles this year,

(RG 10, Volume

and will not be avle to supply the wood. If they are

| indian Affairs.

moved from their present lands, as is proposed, it will be
some time before they ocan be again settled and producing in
the same way. Besidos there has been a change in the
management, and it is thought that in future it will bve im-
possible to get such assistance from these Brothers. It
is therefore important that the management of the School
should know definitely what the Department wi 1l do to-
wards its mainte ance,

This 1a the only aoccessible schoel within the
reach of soven or eight bands of Indans, viz., the Fort

William, Savanne, Wepigon, Pays~Plat, Ple River, White
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whieh she suffeared by reason of being unable to employ
men to take care of the furnace and to do other necessary
work. The other sister who died was Sister Matlilda. She
had been in the school sixteen years, and as she was the
genior sister had to take charge after the death of Mother
Francis. ghe had been 111 previously for some time. &he
was the cwok of the house, and had to aot as Suparior”%f
the school, and when there were some ocases of typhold
fever in the school she had also to find time to murse the
slok chlldren. These labors were too much for her strength
and she contracted the discase and died after six days
illness. Her life would no doubt have bveen spared if
she had been able to hire nurses and servants to relieve
her of part of the mirsifg and other work.

This School and its managers are certainly de-
serving of oonsideration., It would ve too long a story to
emumerate all the privations these Sisters have suffered

in their endeavor to be able to keep all the ohildren who

School Files.

¥ Indian Affairs.
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and the $500,00 divided by that rmmber, it will give the
sum of $12.60 per espita for the 12 months maintenance,
s ineluding bvoard, instruection and the oclothing of these
children. There are two teachers whose salaries are
fixed at $300,00 each, but the Sisters receive nothing
individually; so the teachers salaries are devoted to the
mel ntenance of the children. The total immates of the
house, including the teachers, instructors, servants, &o.,
is about 80. To board and maintain this mmbver of in-
mat 68 ie no small matter,. The monthly bill for meats
alone exceceds $60.00, To maintain the sehool, the Sisters
hare had to resort to vegging, tut the present Superloriy
has forbidden this to be done in future. These Sisters
devote thelir entire 1ife to the teaching and maintenance
of the children and the schools, and have had to suffer
mach privation for the want of the necessary articles of
life. Their endeavors deserve consideration. Last
year tw sisters dled. The Superior, Mother Francis, died
of pneumonia, which she contre ted no doudt by the stromious

lebors and anxiety she was forced to undergo and the cold
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that seation of the country and remdersd a very valuable
publie service. ciroumstances have mmch changed in the
last few years. Thure are not only several lines of steam-
ers running to Port Williem from Canadian ports, but also

Americen lines of steamers, and there are now two rallways

. File 464-1, part 1)
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traversing the country - in fact three raillways, as the Port
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Arthur, Duluth & Western,though managed by the Canadian
Northern, is a separate line, and there will soon be another

1ine traversing another section of the country, viz.: the
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G.T.P, all of which makes commnication much easier than
heretofore. This is evidenced by the large inorease in the
mmmber of pupils attending the school, which is now 6 or

7 times greaterr them formerly. Beésides the price of evary-
thing has gone up. Food, olothing, boots and shoes and labor
hes inoreased; so that the $500 is altogether inadequate for
the support of the school and out of ppoportion with grants
to other schools of a similar character. The average® mmber
of boarders in the school for mapy years has been from 35 teo

40, sometimes 45, If the nmuber of boarders be taken at 40
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new there wss some industrial instruction. I find upon
looking over my sorreospondence that it 1is alaimed that it is
not only a boerding school, tut an industrial school. Just
what instruction is given 1 am unable at the present moment
to state. I also find that the gohool management claim to
have made application two years ago for a pa¥ ocapita grant
anﬁ that nothing has as yet been definitely determined as
regards the matter. 1 =m also informed that Bishop 0 Cconnor
of Peterboro made an application on pehalf of this school
gome time ago. That 1t has not been dealt with may be due
to the faet that lr, g8ifton, who was then the Minister, has
been sbsent a good deal this year. However, it is important
that the mat ter be now dealt with.

when this school wes started there were very few
pupils and I am informed that a grant of $500 per year was
made by yvour Department and that at the time the manag auont
were satisfied with this sum, The school has been in

existenoce for 25 years and has served a much felt want in
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Trank Pedley Esq.,

g

Deputy Supt. genl. Indian Affalrs,

Ot tawa.

Dear Sir: -~

CANADA

neferring to our conversation of this morning in

, File 464-1, part 1)
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reference to the voarding school for Indian children situat-

School Files.

ed on the Indian reserve at Fort William:- You will remecm=
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per thet I had assumed that the school mensgement had made NFEE

application to your Depar tment for a per eapita grant and

(RG 10, Volume 6196

that they had stated their caso. 1 was also of opinion

v
i
ol
o
U
M
-,
o
o
=
—t

that I had written the pepartment a fow days previously.
Nelther my commmnication nor any application from the
gshool management appeared to be at hand, and you stated you
would have the papers looked up. These doovments may bve
found. In the meantime I &am writing youn lest my previous
letter may not have been malled or may have been mislaid
in some othor way.

In my disoussion with yom I had assumed the school

was merely a boarding school. I did howevaer gtate that I
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Department of Indian Affairs,
OTTAWA,29th May,1906

. The Deputy Superimtendent General:=

With reference to the enquiries made by Mr
Commes: on Saturday last regarding the Fort William
baarding school,l beg to say that I do not find any
late apx?licat ion for ansistamce to this institutiom
on ryh:. This school is in receipt of an annual grant
of $500.00 and last quarter's return shows that there
were 38 In@iln pupils enrolled with an average attend-

ance of 28, The present amoumt granted would provide
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for emly about 9 pupils at the per capita rate of $60
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and tlhe maintenance of an average of nearly 30 pupils
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must be a severe tax om the management, They have a
well-egulpped institutiom and it is the only Roman
Catholie boarding school in the Rasterm Provinees,Wikm

Indian Affairs.
8 (RG 10, Volume 6196

womlkong being ranked as an industrial aclfmul and al-'
ways having its full compliment of papils.

If the Grand Trunk Pacific does not exw
propriate the mission buildings and school at Fort
William,the @rphanage will require new class~rooms
a8 the bullding used for that purpose is in a very bad
condition and not worth ropnir‘.lm; The question of
putting this institution on a per capita basis is de-

serving of the Department's considerat liom,

Wﬁ@
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OTTAWA ,5th June,1906

Sir,

I have to aocknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 27th ulto.a plying on behalf of the Fort
William Orphanage for a par capita grant in lieu of
the annual allowance of $500,00 now given this in-
stitution; and in reply I bog to say that your appli-

cation will receive consideration.

CANADA
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Your obedient servant,
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James Conmee ,Rsq. M.P.
flouse of Commons,

OTTAVA.
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intention is to maintain this boarding Industrial scheel which
18 the only one sccessible te 7 bands of Indians. But then
there ﬁlt be means provided for the support of the institution
at 1east by a per capita grant as it is given to all other

poarding schools. The Superiors will not allow our Sisters to
g 0 begging around the country and even through the camis as
they have been doing for twe 1*' in order to support the

school, and even with that they have not collected enough to

pay the debts they have sontracted. All the agents of the
Dept. who have passed through the migsion for two years have
w:l the justice of our petition and promised to supyort

i¢. Bishop O'Connor has made a gtrong application, but never
received more than the acknowledgement of his letter. It may

be due to the fact that Hon. Sifton has been avay @& great part
of that time. But as some friends suggested to me that eur
petition should be presented to the Dept or Committee through
your medium. Although quite a stiranger to you I feel confident
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CANADA

that I have found the right way of presenting our petition
if you take it in your hands. Excuse me for the lengthy ex-

planation of our case but I thought it was not out of place to
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understand it better
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veing sufficient. One of those immahmr Sisters has been teach—
ing the same class for 12 years, the other for 7 or 8 years,
put they never touch a cent of their salary it all goes 10
support the house. But I ask you 18 it fair to expect the
sisters not only to devote their 1ives for the instruction of
the Indians, but also to be always under the peivation of tie
most necessary articles of 1ife; Last year we jost two Sisters
The Superior Mother Francis died with pneumonia that she con~
tracted no doubt from the cold ahe suffered in her room Auring

that severe winter when the blankets would be Tound sticking
by frost to the wall, and the reason was that they could not

afford to hire a man to take care of the furnaces. The other
0ld Sr.Matilda who nhad been in the school for 16 being the

gsenior Sister took charge of the house at the death of Mother
Prancis. She had been laid up nerself for nearly 6 weeks pre~
viously. When an epidemic of typhoid fever broke out in the
achool she was the cook of the house, had to act as Superior

File 464-1, part 1)

CANADA

of the school and find time to nurse the patients as the other
gigsters. It was more than a robust health could bear. She

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

took the fever herself when the pupils began to recover and
died after six days. The 1life of this other devoted Sister m
might have been gpared if they had means to hire nurses or at

1east servante to helpthem. It would be too long to enumerate

 Indian Affairs. School Files.

8 (RG 10, Volume 6196,

all the privations our gisters have to suffer in order to be

able t0 keep all the children who made application 10T admit-

tance.
The Fathera have until now supplied the gchool with

milk, vegetables, and have been hauling the cordwood, which
this year amounts to 125 oords. The hauling is about 5 miles
and it would coat them 1.00 a cord. They use over 350 bushels
of potatoes the year round and other vegetables in proportion.
nut most likely the Fathers will not be able to start a fam

as the one we have now in the new location where the mission

will be removed when the G.T.P. takes thise part of the mission.
S0 before building & new school we have to know if the Dept's

Library and Archives Canada [ Bibligihé i
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James Conmee, M. P.,

Dear Sir:

1 eall on you for a faver that I am sure you will
be pleased to obtain for us 4 it is your power. For two
years we have been applying to the Dept. of Indian Affaire
to obtain a per capita grant for our Indian Roarding school
as it is granted to all the other Indign Boarding schools of
¢he Dominion. The Dept. is not to be blamed for the condition
under which our school exists. When this boarding gchool was
opened the Sisters had very few pupils and to be able to con-
auet the school they asked for a grant of at least 500. a year
and it was granted. FOr more than 25 years now 6 sisters have
been devoting themselves to educate the poor Indian children

of Indians

of 7 different Bands of this part of the country: Ft. will.
i River

Savanne, Nepigon, Paips-Plat, Pic-3EIRE, white River and LOng

File 464-1, part 1)
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Lake. But ciygumstances have changed- We have two railways
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and very soon "t srd one the G. T. P. that make communications
80 much easier than pefore and so the number of pupils have in-

areased 4 or 5 times what 1t was at the beginning and the price
of every thing, food, clothes, 1abor has a2lso increased greatly.

! Indian Affairs. School Files.

& (RG 10, Volume 6196,

g0 that the grant of 500 is altogether out of proportion at
present. For few years the average of boarders in the school
nas been from 35 to 40 sometimes 45. 1f you tske the average
of 40 boarders and divide the grent of 500.C0 by that number
1t will give the sum of $12.50 per capita for the 12 monthe,
for boarding, instructing and clothing those children. Na tur—
ally you will ask me how could the Sisters be able to conduct
the schoel for that amount. Of course outeide of the 500. gmnt |
there is the salary of two teachers $250.00 each that was
raised to $300 .00 each last year. But even by conservating the
reachey.s salary to support the gchool, it is very far from
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ottaw:., Juno A8th, 1905,

Revarend Sir,

CANADA

I beg to acknowledge %he racaipt o your favour

, File 464-1, part 1)

of ths 1l4th instant, addressed to the Honourabla MHr, Oliver,

School Files.

whose absence Tron thae clty and the <o gaquent acoigmila’ion

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

of corrae; cndence has prevented an early renly, and Lo say
with raforanca to a Government grant for tha Fort William

School that tihe applieation is not halng lont sight of and

(RG 10, Volume 6196

Indian Affairs.

T hona te be able 4o inform you at an early date what action
tha Govarnmant ill take regarding meoting vour requant,
I nmay say that soth Mr, Bonmoe, M, P. and Mr. HoCool,

M, P,, have interestoed themselvos in thic nmatter by calling

at the Dapartpnent and asking that so o hing ba done ragarding

it,

Rt, Rev, D, J. Seollard,

North Bay, Ontario,

Deputy Suparintendent Gonoral,

Library and Archives Canada / Bibligthéque et Archives Canada
wynw.collectionscanada.ge.ca




File 464-1, part 1)

CANADA

¥ith reference to the application which

ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

has been made for the placing of the schocl at Fort Willlam

R

on a per oapita basis, I beg leave to say that for some time

Indian Affairs. School Files.

(RG 10, Volume 6196,

the Department has been giving $500,.00 per amnmum to this
institution . It has never been recogniged as an Industrial
or & Boarding School and while it may have some olaim upon

the Department for finanoial recognition I am imolined teo
think that in view of the prospective change of the

Indians and the school at Fort William by reason of the
acquisition of part of the reserve by the Grand Trunk Pasific
Ry. the question of whether we should put this school on a

per ocapita basis should remain for another year. In the
meantime I would recommend that this school receive the

sum of $1,000.80 this year in addition to the $500,00 grant,
r

Funds are available for this purpose, ) _ ’,% /
/ (
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i Ottawa, 4th July, 1905.

Mr. Pedley,-

Bishep Seellsrd, of Nerth Bay,
and Mr. Cormee, M.P., called on the Minister to-day,
asking for sm increased gramt to the Fert William
orphanage. The Minister commmfcated the decision
already arrdived at, that the scheol weuld receive
this year $1000 in additfion te the $500 grant. He
informed the Bishop and Mr. Cemmee that the whele
questien of contribution te Indian schools weuld be
gene dnte, and that when that was dene the erph-
anage at Fort william would alse be censidered.

Ne intimatdéon was given, nor promise
made, that the erphanage weuld receive an inoreased
grant, but that the merit ef dts werk, aleng with
that ef ether schools, would be taken dnte considera-
tion and dealt with accerdingly. /]

e i
,,’7’_7":. _1_.

Seoretary.

File 464-1, part 1)

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES
CANADA

fl Indian Affairs. School Files.

§ (RG 10, Volume 6196,

Library and Archives Canada !/ Biblisthéque et Archives Canada
wuww callecionscanada.go.ca




M. cmim;xupn

House

Library and Archivies Canada / Biblicthéque &t Archives Canada
wynw.collectionscanada.ge.ca

OTTAVA,13th July,1908

8ir,

In further roferonce to your application for in-
ocrensed amistance to the Fort William Orphagage,l
beg to say that it has been decided to make an add-

annual : :

o grant of 41000,00 over and above the $500.00
a yeoar proeviously paid., This arranganent will date
from tho 1st instant and payment will be made quartere

ly upon reeeipt of the usual returns,

o N7
AN
Your obhedient servant, \
- (‘L‘:-"

.-'-i :_z;

K {i it' !.'f.,,'-iu FEEAE |

Secretary

of Commons,

OTTAWA.

Indian Affairs. School Files.
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OITAVA,24th July ,1908

-1, part 1)

oir,

Referrins to official letter of the 1lith inst.

CANADA

regarding jour application for increased asslstance to
the Fort William Orphunage,l beg Lo say that by a

clerical orror the word "annual" was insortoed he=

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
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twoen the words®additional "and®grantin the fourtih

line of the letter above rererred ta., It 1s the do-

(RG 10, Volume 6196, File 464

cision of the Department to make an additional grant

_Indiﬁn Affairs. School Files.

for this year of $1,000,00 over and above the 500,00
previously pald. This grant is not to be paid amu-
ally,but only for the current yaar; In the meantime
it is hoped that the whole g:hool question will be

thoroughly gone into and the grants re-adjusted.

Your obedient ssrvant,

. .EIQ.E.P.

Port Arthur,
Ont.
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OTTAWA, 318t July,1905

Rev.S81r,
In reply to your letter of the 25th instant

beg to say that thoe gfant of 31000,00,1in addition
the $500,00 already allowed the Fort WVillian Ore
phanage applics to the current year only. The quests
ion of the allowanoe of a per capita grant to this
gchool will be considored during the current year,
Mr Commee,M.P,was informed that the oxXira

provision of $1000.00 was not Bm to be in the shape™

File 464-1, part 1)

CANADA

of an annual grant,but only applicd to this yocar,
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Your obedient servant,

Indian Effairﬁ. School Files.

| (RG 10, Volume 6196,

Secoretary

R"i Pil -Lmrﬂhi ’3.‘.

Roman Catholic iiission

Fort William,Ont:
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lb] Ottawa, ril 3, 1906,
e Deputy Superintendent General:~

Rev. Father Lamarche has again applied for a
per capita grant for the Ft. William Orphanage. This
school, which has had an average attendance of about 25
pupils for many years, is only in receipt of a lump sum
of §600 per annum, although last year an additional $1000
was granted for maintenance, but this additional grant
was only to oover the ocurrent year; it will ocease on
June 30, next.

There is no doubt that this institution is do-
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ing good work and deserving of being put on a satisfaot-

ory finanoial basis, especially as they will have to re-
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build on account of their property being expropriated by
the Grand Trunk Pacific, and they should know exactly
how they will stand in relation to the Departrent. At
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(RG 10, Volume 6196,

present the sohool is forced to beg for contributions
from outside sources, and lasy year they raised in this
manner $2,570. It seems hardly fair that this school
should have to raise so large an amount by voluntary
contributions, and I do not see why the Department
should hesitate to give them the usual per ocapita grant
to Ontario schools, namely, $60, for 26 pupils. This
question of a per capita grant for this school has been
before the Department for a number of years, and as I
said before, something definite should be done before

they rebuild. (7
O s e
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