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Ottawa,
April 23, 1941l.

Dear Father TForbes:

with reference to your letter of the
15th instant I am glad to know that the flooring
has reached the XKootenay Sehool. In connection
with the electric wiring and fire alarm system
Indian Commissioner lLiacKey was authorized in
official letter of the 5th instant to proceed
with this work.

The expenditures that have now been
inourred will exhaust the amount provided in the
current year's appropriation for repairs and
improvements at the Kootenay Residential School.
Under these cirecumstances I regret that there
will be no further funds avallable during the
current fiscal year for carrying out the other
suggestion made in your letter.

Yours truly,

Philip Phelan,
Cchief, Training Division.

Rev. G. Forbes,

Prineipal,
Kootenay Indian Residential School,

Cranbrook, B.C.
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Indians Fight
Fire at Mission
Near Cranbrook

(From Our Own Corresponcent)

CRANBROOK, BC.. May 3-—Fire
first noticed about 10:30 pm. com-
pletely destroved the carpenter an
blacksmith shop at the §t. Euge:
Mission, seven miles from Cran-
brook.

With no fire fighting facilities In
the village the Indians of the school
and mission fought it to the best gl
their ability but it had already gain-
ed too much headway. The Cran-
brook fire department was summon-
ed but they could not control it
either.

The damage is estimated at about
$3.000. The buildings were the pro-
perty of the department of Indian

affairs, who have made no decision
about rebuilding yet.
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Copy sent to Major MacKay

Dear Sir:

Information has just reached the
Department that the carpenter and blackamith shop
at the Kootenay Indian Residential School was
destroyed by fire on April 29. I have also re-
ceived today a e¢lipping from the Lethbridge Herald
dated May 3 in which the newspaper states that the
damage done by the fire is estimated at $3000.00.

No report of this fire has been received
from your office. It is diffiocult to understand why
any Indian Agent should not report immediately any
deamage caused Jo any of the Departmental buildings
in his Ageney either by fire or any other cause.

I will expect to receive a complete
report regarding this fire fram you by return mall
and at the same time you should explain fully why

*JTl you have delayed forwarding this information.

Yours truly,

~7
X

\ " R.A. Hoey,

\ Supt. of Welfare & Training.

Mr. A, Irwin,
Indian Agent,
Cranbroock, B.C.

Indian Affairs (RG 10 Volume 6453, file 884-5, part 5 )

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

CANADA

o —

Library and Archives Canada / Biblicthéque et Archives Canada
www/.collectionscanada.gc.ca



Extract for 155-0<5

ixtract from letter written to Mr. Doucet by Rev.
¢. FPorbes, 0.M.I., Principal of the Kootenay Ind ian
Residential School.

You may have heard that on the Tuesday
night following your visit our carpenter and blacksmith
shops were entirely destroyed by fire. AU great risk
to themselves, Fr. Murray, the carpenter and an Indian
saved quite a few of the carpenter tools but none of
those in the blacksmith shop. Bro. Cullen looked after
those in the school building and I looked after the older
boys. All we could do was to stop the fire from spreading.
we and the Indian Agent tried to have the Fire Dept. come
but they would not. The Agent got two policemen to come
with two extinguishers but they came too late to do any
good. Finally one fireman and a fire truck came but this
was much too late. One good hose with sufficlient pressure
would have saved at least the carpenter shop together
with the tools and the 4800' of flooring all lost. To
save as many of the school tools as possible, Fr. Murray
and Reiferscheid made no attempt to save the tools owned
by the Oblates and Mr. Relferscheild.

About 20 people came from Cranbrook to see
the sight but not one offered to help us. Perhaps they
felt that it was useless. The police and the lone fireman
did what they could.

What pleased me was that there was no panic --
discipline was perfect and the boys dld just as they were
told. They wanted to go into the burning bullding to save
tools and lumber and they could have saved some of each
but I told them to stay out of the building as I did not
want any casualties.

On the whole, we were very fortunate. The
wind blew the flames and sparks away from the barn. TFire
started on an old play hall but it was put out. Had the
wind blown from the opposite direction, there would have
been a general clean-up.

Indian Affairs (RG 10 Volume 6453, file 884-5, part 5)
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I do not know how the fire started. IV
started in the blacksmith shop. One of the men used the
forge, I am told, earllier in the day and two boys told
me, during the fire, that they had seen a fire in the
blacksmith shop in the afternoon. Against this story
i{s the fact that Bro. Cullen went to the blacksmi th
shop between 5 and 5:30 p.m. and saw oOr smelt no fire.
le noticed the fire while making his rounds at 10:30.
The blacksmith shop had been used as a sort of storeroom.
I found cardboard boxes, papers and rags there but had
them removed and burned a couple of days after I came
here. I had a pile of rubbish, on the other side of the
carpenter shop, burned several days before the fire.

I hope that my next letter will carry
better news. Anything you can do to get us new shops, to
have the lost tools replaced and flooring sent in place
of that which was destroyed will be greatly appreclated.
The boys would build the shops and lay the dormitory
floors as part of their training.
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April 30th,I94I
Mr Adrwin, ’
Indian Agent,

- Cranbrook,B8.C,

Dear Sir:

A8 you are aware,fire completely destroyed our blacksmith and
carpenter shops last night.All the contents of the blacksmith shop were
destroyed or badly damaged as it was imposeible to get into the buililding
The only thing we could do was to try to save the carpenter shop and its
contents.We failed to save the building and about 5000' of flooring,just
received from the Department,but we did save some of the tools.A de{ail-
ed list of the tools lost is being prepared.If any were saved,it was due
to what I must call the heroic efforts of Father Murray,Mr Reifferscheid
(the carpenter) andToby Morigeau.Mr Townsend,the engineer,worked franti-
cally to save the carpenter shop.Jerome Joseph also rendered valuable
assistance.The Chief and other Indians came too late to help.About 20
White people came but did not offer to help.The two policemen and the
one fireman rendered what assistance they could but they did not arrive

n timee.

. May 1 s est that you request that the Indian Department show
i{ts appreciation for the work done by the two Indians,Toby Morigeau(who
went into the building several times,with Father Murray and Reiffer-
scheid,and saved many tools although the building was in flames) and

Jerome Joseph who did not spare himself?
Whi{e making his rounds at I0.30,Brother Cullen noticed the

fire and immediately notified me after awaking an employee(Mullins,whose
hard work I forgot to mention) and the senior boys.I asked him to {ele-

phone to you and to the Fire Department and he did so while I took a
look at the fire and decided not to awaken the girls or the smaller
boys as the fire was at a distance ana vhe W was not blowing to-

wards the main building.Brother Cullen turned on all lights in the _
building,novitied Jhe Sievers and took charge of all in the school.lle
did this without causing any excitement.

With the older boys,l took what fire extinguilshers had been left
by the men who were already fighting the fire and we did what we could.
I am pleased to say that there was perfect discipline,that the boys did
exactly what they were told and remained cool.While they might have sav=
ed more from the carventer shopyshad they gone inyI ordered them to Te=-
main outside,

We soon saw that the buildings could not be saved andysoy,we
tried to prevent the fire from spreading.The water just dribbled out of
our garden hoce and so the boys carried pails and pails of water,For-
tunately,the wind was in our favor.It did start fires on the roof of the
root cellar and on an outside playhall as well as on fences and trees
butr Townsend worked as he had done on the other buildinge but,this
time,he was succesful.llad the wind been in the opposite direction,it
would have been impossible to save the barn,pig pen(such as it iss,ice
house,chicken coops,horses,cows,pigs,chickens,etc.There would also have
been serious danger to the school building particularly on account of a
reason I shall give later,

And a real fire hose with plenty of pressure would have saved
everythingl

Indian Affairs (RG 10 Volume 6453, file 884-5, part 5)
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.Jith regard to the origin of the fire,I cannot as yet make a deli=
nite statement.An immediate investigation would likely produce no re-
sults.I have reason to believe that,if a boy started the fire,the truth
will come out later.At present,I do not believe that it was deliberate
ly started.It may have been.I am told that a man used the forge and,al=-
though he is careful,he may not have entirely extinguished the fire.
Several hours later,a boy was sent to the blacksmith shop(qhere the
fire originated) ané was slow returning.If there was fire in the forge
(and this is doubtful) he may have fanned the flame.A young boy(truth-
fully or to make himself important?) told me that he had seen the fire
in the afternoon.If this is true,why did I,several employees and the
boye not see it as we were within sight of the building until 8 or ©

Me7Surely by that time the fire would have been noticeable.l am told
ghat the f¥re started on the floor and not in the Qorge.Of courseifan-
ning the flame might have made sparks fall on the floor.I expect that
more will come out later.,

When I came here,I found that cardboard boxes were stored in
the blagksmith shop and I had them removed and burned.

I know off no reason for which anyone would seek to burn down
the blacksmith shop(except myself in the hopes of getting a Dbetter one)
I have not been harsh with the children.I have not cut down on their
food. hey all seem contented.Sometimes,pupils set fire to a school so
that there will be no school and,consequently,they will have to go
home.The burning of the blacksmith shop,situg%ed as it is far from the
school building,would not accomplish that obJec@.rowever,if that bog‘
really saw the fiire and did not report it,cerpaln things may be possi-
ble.But the efforts that they made,the more efforts which they wished
to make to save the buildings and contents...Nothing adds upl

It ie not necessary to make suggestions.Both you and I saw the
lack of fire equipment here and we did what we could to have this reme
died.This is not a criticiesm of "Ottawa'".Money IS scarce.But you%% and
Ottawa would not like to read the Papers with all the publicity eg
would give us if there were a holocaust here,l was through a $40,00
fire in a college and I am afraid of fire in an Indian School.

sufficient protection can be had but it will cost money,If
that money is not spent and if there is a fire here,we shall all of us

not havi gspent the money.

- 0In add?%ioﬁ to the sugggstions T made in my recent report to
the Department,I now suggest that the gasoline tankéﬁhich isfnoging
mediately adjacent to the school building,be removed to a sg i e
tance.This is an underground tank but,if the fire had spread 1o
barn and nearby buildings,the heat might have expanded the gasoleneAao
that it would have risen through the pipes and. . eg00dbye all ofi%;-t
secomd suggestion is that the;Department come to an agreemegt wf & he
Cranbrook Fire Dept.so that they come when needed,I know part o 2 o
efforts you made(and suspect the rest) to have them come here las
night,They just refused to come until you insisted and insisted and
they finally sent one man(who really worked) and a fire engine that,
due to their pnwillingnessj,arrived too late,If it did cost moneyeeee
well an M.P.,a friend of mine,had me give certain details on another
gase to the Minister and Mr Creara appreciated it.I do not want to
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: fla.er the Department,to tell them that the Indians are the apples of .

their eyes,etc. but I do know that they take an interest in the Indiand
and that they are afraid of a fire and the possible resultany holocaust.
They would be heartless and fools if they were not afraid.

I have tried not to say anyth of what you d4id for us last

night bue I ulurotznu that what you did to try to have the fire der
ment come,to have ¢ policemen with their fire ext ishers com%yonr

coming here and offering all possible assistance are y appreciated,

— WW%

«FOTDEBS
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Cranbrook B.C.
May 6th. 1941l.
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Between 10.30 and 11P.iM. on the night of April 29th,
a'phone call was received at the Agency, from ﬁfother ?ullin ?ghthe
Kootenay Indian School, informing me that the School Blackmam o
and Carpenter Shops were on fire,snd that such nrotqction-ﬁi tify
had, was of little or no account, to cope with the growing flamese.
The Pire and Police Departments were immediately notified, but
before shey could reach the scene og the férﬁ, the Buildings were

mpletely enve d and could not be saved.
comnl,t.le::VBé§geof the School were well discinlined, and did
exosllent work with a few Fire Extinguishers and many Buckets.
'he Reverend Principal, the Rev, liissionary, Lr: Murray the
Carnenter- Mr, Reifferscheid Uiir. Townsend- the Engineer, and two
of tha Indians- Jerome Joseph, and Toby Lorigeau, all gave &
very fine account of themselves in thelr efforts to save as many
sf the tools of the Carpenter shop as nossible,

Ineluded in the econtents burnt was about 5000 feet FlDOPiﬁP'
recently provided by the Uepartment to cover the floors of th? Boys
and Girls! Dormitories, also quite a number of Tools. .@en the
11st has been completed by the Prineipal, I shall forward the same
to the UVepartment.,

By great good fortune the wind was 1in our fwvonr,hmtherwise
the Barn. and all ¢other out-buildi ngs would have been destroyeds;
. ¢ ' ’

T enclose herewith a most descriptive and very accur.te
account of the fire, but the Rev, Principal Forbas, which stresses
amonz other things, the well known fact that a fire at the Kootenay
Indian Residential School is something far beyond our power and
~hility to deal with successfully with sueh honelessly inadequate
srotective equipment as we now possess, 4 fire once started, would
be almost certain to result in a Building burned.

1 trust, therefore, thut the Report submitted by the
Prineipal for the reasons given, at whatever the cost, may receilve
the most careful and serious consideration.

indrew Irwin.

Indian Agent.
The Secretary,
Tndian Affairs Pranch
Dept. Mines & Resources
Ottawa.
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. Kootenay Indian iesidential
school. pr.30th.1941

!”I‘.A- II’WiIl .
Indian agzent.
Cranbrook.=.C.

Dear ir:=-

«8 you are aware,fire completely destroyved our PRlascksmith and
Carpenter Shops last night. all the contents of the 2lacksmith Shop were
destroyed or badly damaged as it was impossible to et into the building.
The only thing we could do was to try to save the Carrenter shop and its
contents. @ failed to save the “uilding and about 5000' of Sloori ng, just
received from the Uepartment,but we did save some of the tools. 4. detailed
list of the tools lost is being prepared. If any were saved it was due to
#hat T must call the heroic efforts of rather ° urray,ir.:lelfferscheid (the
Carrenter) and loby Morireau. !'r. ownsend the engineer worked frantically
to save the Carpenter shop. Terome .oserh also rendered valuable assistance.
he Chief and other Tndians came too late to heln. ..bout twenty «white peo=-
ple came but did not offer to help. The two policemen and the one firem-
an rendered what assistance they could,but tiiey did not arrive on tine.

May 1 suggest that you request that the Indian Jepartment show
1ts appreclation for the work done by the two Indlians,Toby llorigeau, (who
#ent into the building several times with Father urray and deifferscheid
and saved many tools,although the building was in flames)and Jerome Josenh
who did not spare himself?

Wwhile making his rounds at 10-30,Brother Cullen noticed the fire
and immediately notified me after waking an employee (Mullins,whose hard
work I forgot to mention)and the senior boys. I asked him to telerhone to
you and to the Fire Department,and he did so while took a look at the fire
and decidednot to avaken the girls or the smaller boys as the fire was at
a distance,and the wind was not blowinz towardis the main building.Brother
Cullen turned on all lights in the building,notified the Sisters and took
charge of all in the Schook. He did this without causing any exclitement,

Nith the Older 3oys,I took what Fire Extinguishers had been
left by the men who were already fightins the fire,and we did what we could
I am pleased to say that there was perfect discipline,that the boys did
exactly what they were told and remained cool. «hile they migsht have
saved more from the Carpenter 3hop had they gone in,I ordered them to remain
outside.

+«@ soon saw that the buildings could not be saved,and so we
tried to prevent the fire from spreadins. The water Just dribbled out of
our narden ''ose and so the boys carried pails and pails of water.
Fortunately,the wind was in our favor. It did start fires on the roof of
the root cellar and on an outside play-hall as well as on fences and trees
but Mr.Townsend worked as he had done on the other buildings,but this time
he was successful. ''ad the wind been in the opnosite direction,it would
have been impossible to save the sarn,Pig Pen, {such as it is)Tee

Chicken ,oops,ﬂorSHs,Gﬂws,ﬁiﬁs,Chﬁctpﬂﬁ

o

House,

Lte.,. here woulqd also have been
Seérious danc -
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T"I‘ -J'L . Ir'"in L
ITndian jgent.
crﬂnbrl’}‘.

School quilding,particularly on account of a reason I shall gilve later.

.nd a Real Jose with plenty of pressure would have saved
everytaing.

Yith resard to the origin of the fire,I cannot as yet,maxke &
jefinite statement. An immedilate {nvestization would likely produce no
results. I have reason tO believe that,if a boy started the fire,the
truth will come out later. st present,l do nov believe that it was dellib-
erately started. 1t may have been. 1 am told that & man used the forge
and although he is careful ,he may not have entirely extinguished tne fire.
several hours later,a DOy Was sent to the Blacksmith's shop (where the f1irec
originated)and was slow returning. If there was fire in the Forge,(and
this is doubtful)he may have fanned the flame. & YyOullg boyItruthfully,or
to make himself important?) told me that he had seen the fire in tnhe after=-
noon. If this is true,why did I,several employees and the boys not see
it as we were within sight of the Puilding until elght or nine peme.?
Surely,by that time the fire would have been noticeable. I am told thav
the fire started on the floor and not in the forze. I expect that more will
come out later.

then 1 came here,I found that cardboard boxes were stored in
the Placksmith's shop and T had them removed and burned.

T know of no reason for whieh anyone would seeK %O burn down
the nlacksmith's shop(excent myself,in the hopes of getting a better one)

T have not been harsh with the echildren. I have not cut down on their food
rhey all seem contented. Sometinmes Punils set fire to & Sechool,so that
there will be no Sechool,and,consequently, they will heve to go home. The
burnin® of the Placksmith's shop,situated as it is far fron the school
buildins, would not accomplish that object. !lowever,if that bdoy really saw
the fire and did not reportv it,certain things may be nossible. But the
afforts that they made, the more efforte which they wished to maxe to save
the nuildings and contents...lothing adds up:

Tt is not necessary U0 maxe suzgestions. Both you and 1 saw
the lack of Fire Zquipment here,and we did what we could to have this remed
jed. This is not a criticism of "Ottawa" loney IS scarce,obut you,l,and
ottawa would not lixe TO read the papers with all the nublicity they would
give us if there were a holocaust here. 1 was through a 440,000 fire in
Collewe,and I am afraid of fire in an Indian School.

sufficient protection can bde had,but it will cosST money. 1f
that monev is not spent,and if there is a fire here,we shall,all ol us
rezret not having spenv the money.

In addition to the suggestions I made 1n the recent report to
the Lepartment,l now sugegest that the Gesoline Tank,which 18 now immediate-
ly ad jacent to the Sehool Building,be removed TO & safe distance. 7Thils
is an undersground tank,but,if the fire had snread to the barn and nearby
buildings,the heat might have expanded the gasoline,sO that it would have
risen througzh the pipes and...200dbye,all of us. a second suggestion 1s,

that the
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Mr.Andr. Irwin.
Cranbrook, Rr.C.

Department come to an agreement with the Cranbrook l'ire Department,so that
they come when needed. I Know part of the efforts you made (and suspect
the rest) to have them come here last night. They just refused to come,
until you insisted and insisted,and they finally sent one man(whc really
worked) and a fire kngine that,due to their unwillingness,arrived too late.
If 1t did cost money...well,an l/.P., a friend of mine had me give certain
details on another case to the Minister and Crerar-appreciated it.

I do not want to flatter the Department,to tell them that the Indians
are the apples of their eyes,etc., but I do know that they take an interest
in the Indians,and that they are afraid of a fire and the possible result-
ant holocaust. They would be heartlecss,and fools,if they were not afraid.

I have tried not to say anything of what you did for us last night,
but I assure you that what you did to try to have the Fire Department come,
to have the Policeman with their fire extinguishers come,your coming here
and offering all possible assistance,are duly appreciated.

Yours very truly,
Signed.....G. Forbes.

P.S. T now find that RBrother Cullen
was in the Tlacksmiths' Shor between
O.and 5-30 p.m.and that there was no
sign of fire then.

rel o
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PREZeS INDIAN AFFAIRS
INDIAN COMMISSIONER R SRANEH
BRITISH COLUMBIA ;

. _ CANADA
PEPARTMENT

IN YOUR REPLY REFER TO .

ALSO TO DATE OF THIS LI:TTE.H/

PO BX O
VAMCOUVER,BC. ..

"\-l‘-_\ MAY 14 104]

‘\. e
Dear Sir: S YIS T

g EF

I enclose herewith copy of a reportd made
by the deverend 'rincipal ‘orbes regarding tne“fire
whieh oceurred at ' ootenay Indlan qesidential School
on the 29th ultimo.

'r., Indian sgent Irwin has been re;uested
to furnish a detailed report of this outbreax and as
soon as same is received I will cormunicate with you
further.

vours faithfully,

D.M.Mackay, .
Indian Commissioner for B.C.

'he Secretary,

Indian affairs Branch,
Department of }Mines Resources,
Ottawa, Ont.
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Yttawa, 'lay 14, 1241,

lemorandum:
DEPUTY MINICIER.

Indian Agzent Irwin reports that the blﬁCﬁSTlEh
and carpenter shops at the Kootenay Indian LﬂSIdETflL;
School were totally destroyed by fire on the nizht of
A}Jri 1 £9

In addition to the destruction of these builcdinese
by fire, 43¢ worth of lumber, necessary to repair the
floors in the main school building, was also destroyec.
This lumber was recently purchased (see purchase orcer
No. G619).

The Indian Azent in his report gstategs: -

"The bhovs of the school were rell disciplined
end dighexceilent work with a few {ire extlnquish-
ers and many buckets. The Principel, a *1531?n5?;,
the carpenter, the enzineer and two Inﬁians: Yerone
Joseph and Toby '‘origeau, all gave a very fine L
account of themselves in their efforts to sav?"n;
many of the tools at the carnenter shop as WOnil.lé.
By great zoo¢ fortune the wind was in our favurrZTH
otherwise the barn and &ll other outbuildinus woulc
have been destroved®,

¢t {s estimated that between 9,570 and “2,7970
will be rlnuired to replace these buildings. The Kootenay
Residential School is operated by the lepartment in c?: )
operation with the Foman Catholie Chureh, and has at thls
date an enrolment of 20 pupils. The origin of this fire

has not been determined.,
Ve 2227 4

Tirye ctor.
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DM;Q’I‘B b ALBOURC ESe
INDI. N APTALRDe

quotation ol Hateriale R

AihooPe.Os JRe THE SCHOOLe
B R TI0 G Dhury e o D W 29 4 O -
160 Lincal Pte 2x6 #1 Dime 166° .. 4e12
lhbiﬂannunlL 2308 -0
Bxdelf 320"
" 23%he 16 p 71 AN 648" 24,50 15460
1540 Peboie 1x8 {1 Common Heards. 1540' 40061
968" " *  1x6 f1 Common Sidinge 968' 26,80 28,68

2 Rolle Sar EPgpew, 5 Le 4B 290
6000 §1 XXX Shinglese 134 TD per e 28680

4 onlye. Sashe 8x10=9 1ighte WRedd - P
2000 FeBelle 1xB-16 {1 Commone 204 ¢ BO 4490
236 idne PteBmi Rele #1 Dine )24 460 Be49

BO Lbo. 54 "leile. w o080 prelbs 4400
00 * 24" Do, W7.45 " kepe 7450
18 " Shingle Nalls. ' od2 " 1be 2,16

(At
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CRANBROOK 8..8H & DOOR 01,

CRANBROOK.B.Co Ma

) 4

To LSTUMENT OF MINES,
[NDlani AFFAIRS BRANCH,

Quotation for Material Required for Carpenter Shop eto

st _Kootensy Indian Romidentisl Sohoode
ZIhe Pollowing Prices all F.0O.Bethe Sohoole

132 Lineal Pt. 2x6 (S1l1le) #1 Dinm. 132" 24,50 3423
152 w - - ?hul) DDQ 101' ‘.50 8."
21 Pleges 23410 140"

14 " 2xi-12 112"

14 " 2xh-14 m:

40 - 8x6-16 !m'
r 28, 06
40 - 2x6-20 800"

1200 Sgr. Pt 1x8 #2 Shiplap 1200

1200 1x8 Do. _*88
’ 66 ¢40

1100 ls. P:. 2 Common Lbr. 1100° , 28,86
2600 - 1x6 ¥1 Common Drop Siding.2600" 68. 90
1800 * 1x6 Flooring 1200° 3180

® Squares, #2 XXXXX Shingles. 33.78
1600 8q. %, 14 FeLeV,Joint, 1600° 64 .00
1800 " - ixd Do. Do. 1500° 60,00
12 only.VWindow Sashess 9 Lt, 8x10 29.16
10 Sacks Cement, 11,50

200 8qe Pt. 1x6 #1 Common 244 4,90
200 P 1x12 Do 2926450 Be30

600 Piledes Chimmey Briegk. $oLe BO 19.50
1l only.Barrel lime. (200 1b.Bbl,) $60 4.50
9 Rolls Tar Paper. $1le4b 13,06

12 Pieces 2x8-14 #1 Dinm, 224" 0§24, 80 5.49
6 " 2x10«14 Do, 40°*

g 2x10-128 " _Ag'm' 28, 650 5410
6 " 2xde 12 " $24360 1.18

200 21"

100 " :: Common +
v 2 e Nalls./JXP/ 1.8" or 13"
: lg Finishing Nails. ) <19 - 200
2 A Doe O 10 » 1400
" ﬁ n ﬁ ‘n " 1.”
" ® 9 15 . 8 50

9.528, 59

7.565 per kegel5.10
Yoty " " 728
*_?tﬂ 12 1be. e 60

10 LB-. S'OGmn Hails, 300 cents 80
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CRANBROOK 8..8H & DOOR

CRANBROUK.B.Co Ma

n €

ATHMENT OF MINES,
[NDlay AFFAIRS BRANCH.

duotation for Material Required for Carpenter Shop ete

at_Kootenay Indian Regidentisal Sghoole
Ihe Following Priges all F.0.B.the Sghool.

2x6 (8111s) #1 Dim.
162 " " %l (Plates) Doe
21 Pi.eeea 2x4-10 »
14 2xb-12
14 » 2xt-14
40 - 2x6=16

40 " 2x6 =20

1200 Ssr.rt. ix8 #2 Shiplap
1200 1x8 Do,
1100 Bs. ™. 2 Common Lbx.
2600 "

a0 * = 1x6 Flooring

9 Squares, 2 XXXXX Shingles.
1600 8q. Ft. lxd FeleVeJoint,
1600 ® - x4 Do. Do,

12 only.Window Sashese 9 Lt. 8x10

152 Lineal Ft.

10 Sacks Cepent,

200 Sqe¢ P,
200 " B8

1x6 #1 Common
1x12 Do.

600 Fiedes Chimmey Brieck.
1l only.Barrel Limes (200 1lbe.Ebl.)
9 Rolls Tar Paper.

12 Pleces 2x8-14 1 Dinm.
6 - 2x]10=14 Do.
S ” 2x10=12 "

6 " 2xie- 12 "

10 Lbes. 5"Common lails,.
200 " Dol 21")
100 " " Common

. Shingle Hs:l.h./}*, 1:'&" or 13"

" B rtniulu.ns
10 " ﬁ

"

n

3"

132"
101°
140"
112°
131"

TOR3T

800"
1200

~$400"

1100°

1x6 #1 Common Drop S4ding.2600"

1200°

1600°
16500"

7.25 -

24,50
24,50

Se23
2.47

25¢ 06
2le 20

56+40
2b. 86
68,90
2180

33.76
64.00
6000
2916
11,50

4.90
530

19. 50
4.60
1306

5.49

65.10
1.18

«80
7- 315) or ke .15.10
7.28
12 1b. Oe 60
« 10 - 2400
10 “ 100
12 - 1e 20
o 15 . e S0

v.BE3e B9
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BEE g S L

UHI(S’ THE

. . PLEASE QUOTE
CANADA : . A . FILE ""1()
DEPARTMENT
OF
MINES AND RESOURCES
INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH

May «16the1941

INDIAN AGENT

In replying to jour asir-mail letter of the 12¢th,l am at

loes to know why vou did not receive any Report of the fire at the

A N

Kootenaw Indian Residentizl School before the date mentioned in your

letter ,having been mailed,as it was,on the 6t hinst.,to gether with a

f111 end comvlete Revort by the Reverend Prineipal oI the school

e

L]

o0 detailed sccounting in triolicate,of all Tools Lumber eto.,
lost in the fire co well as those thut were suved,was forwarded To the
Indian Commissioner,llajoreDdileliackale

I Pelt that the Revermnd Principal's Report which was atia
-ched to mine,gave the Department a very full and complete account of
the fire.,upart from detail in respect of losses in Tools which could
not be asccurately estimeuted wntil later.

When ,and after youwr letter arrived,l wus absent on the
Regerves for two davs.and hence could not answer immediately.

1l am | ¢ the Department have long since realized the dire
necessity of providing more adequate and ijenendable fire protection
at the School,and the longer it ic delayed,the longer the sclhicol must
continue a constant dread.

What actually caused the fire I do not know;the Prineipal
does not know,ulthough it is stated in Lie Repor?v that the Forge in

Shop haud been used in the & fternoon of tha day ,and
night ot ha been entirely extinsuished. He also state
was sent to the Blacksmith Shep severual hours later
sriginated, and was slow returning.. Inferring that , if
wes still alive he might heve fanned the flames,cuusing

f211 on the floor which, later might have star ted the out-

-breake It is &ll conjecture;no one actually lnowe,but wi e

e Lok W

de
is tLhis,h.d there b en proper fire protection at the School,the

L

buildings could esglily have been saveds
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OFFICE OF THE

PLEASE QUOTE
INDIAN AGENT

CANADA FILE O 10
DEPARTMENT
OF
MINES AND RESOURCES
INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH

Cra Nbrooke BeCe
May 16th.1941
-2“

» - - . . B i - 1 . ey 4 ¢ A Y e 4 o - : r‘r* 1
In ti.is respect,a: in others,the Principal's stetement is correctewhnen e

RELL FPIRE HOSE WITH PLENTY OF PRESSURL

would have saved

I quote from a statement 1ssued by the acting Chief of the

y 3 1 —""F'.. £ Y F . ™ i __“l"] s - 3 y |
e Brigande to hig Worship The idayor ,oanc Mlembers of the City

Council,witn respect to this fire. He slates:

A very serious fire hgzard exists at The Kootenu Indian Resid

-ential School. re two storey builaing

. & ’ ' . N
ie without Fire Escapes danger from several

-

frome out-buildings suen «g Larns w1 h are quite neare

There is vractically no fire protection whalever,

The pressure
is s0 low in the domestic water supply,that 1t 1is ol nc use fo1
fighting fire. The gituution is very danpgerous,and should ha

1 ’ T 3 Ty s 90 '
the attention of thoge in suthorit; .’
S0 hat written the aActing Fire Chief oi tThe Cranbrook
Fire Depurtmente
goul in the Cranbrook district Pamiliar with the Schoo

realize the ever lurking danger of a holocaust. ihere i8

grave responsibilit; somewlere event of a serious fire,for tThe

- : : D %
) d= " " -3 { = T ] ~ 3 e o i " I LLK ! rqil‘ﬁ "-.-. 9t
protection of the Children and - nd - ords oI the
Fire
acting .Chicf,a very seriout

Bt Nl s [ -

will continue to exist until there
ower to fight firee

. ’ m -~ T %
The Cranbrook Pire Department senv one mar &nd LINZ1I1Ce

m=

Mhey were not too easily pressed into

cervice, bu id good work when

they got there. The Provinecial,Police also turned out with Fire

Extincsuishers and d4id the ir bestywhiclh

-a ;\ﬁtlt = Ltu I

sve anv protection at all against a4 receurrence

the octher night.l would most respectfully suggest

s =

thut
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W

nts o PLEASE QUOTE
OFFICE OF THE : 510
INDIAN AGENT CANADA FILE 1

DEPARTMENT
OF

MINES AND RESOURCES
INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH

Cranbrook5¢Ce

Ma7.16the1941

1 4 . 4 with “he Cranbrook Fire Department TO
rTe -ment should be arrlvel at with the Cranbrool 1 L

13 r when le ~the ruige e would not heve & chanoe,
ond inmediately when calleaq, othe rwise

&

g ~ Lag 4% ™ 5 snt there
i evenn with the fullest co-operation irom LI £ re lepartmel

. safety £:om the worst that eurily
~an be no gucrantee of seourity or safety from The Wor t tha
\H"Ll-'-‘rl oA % - — -

h_) =3
11 O mualra best use oL
could happan,unless dependabd® pressure U0 Huie TULS bee
i ghting egquipment is suppliede

t4+h 1temizad antsg 11 e Cranbrook oash
J; G;]C:‘LU >0 ,-n.‘.'rl-tfil 4 LS 28 L Stﬁ_.t’-. mnelluve A

i e matoriels required to re-build the Carpenter
&Door Co: ,quoting on tue materials requirea v

1 . : T RO KO 1 1-1 ;_:)O
. 31 . - " . M — 0 s 4= 9 T WD FR LildW Y o e
i;{-& BthCllhlt._ ;:fl.ko_:_.rb ._-JU res 'J--"r...tl v cCOSuUE (L w8

: R . - 1 { ) 1Le Dr
- | ‘ =4 - ¥ T, ‘1 1 -t -'-‘:‘ :1 F : "-j-.' I TrEY - ;*—: T‘r _r-.L.I.S ‘hLJP
In ad 1ition TC Liil8 ,I o 40 DOLUV out ag 8iC 1 1

T vine that had recent been purchised %O
._'t:_ o b(‘ '",th ._,_‘JOO ::(:_:_ -t .:110 hfll'l_, lL I-;,:t y Vaila v LA\ & o Lo a Ll. .

|'1-" & -'1
n e A s = o . I | &

A - # - -1 ] 3 ) 'n 3! i 1

l:'-.hlL-\LJ" WA s b --"L)r l U-—.Li(ll-.il l. ’

oy . |
1 2T1648

[ § - — ..-l- _.‘_ - . C 1 i
Le annclosgel SLLLE LS 108 03

L b= .5 y . 4" X
ished onlyin the hope that
ishe Y

. 1M1 711NE urete
the Denartment ac & means of supplylng &couis
.- 1‘!'1 f‘lll t'f vdit L 11 . WIS o %

Pl

t] t1dineg. . shicnld the; degice

Rewneloey ES g “-’4 :

i = B S
supt.tielfore Glraini ndrew I7vi
wilPDUe v LG L6 : "t I;;Ul“n “:-_}I;“‘t.
- - A oy L 4 - 3 ! :
Il:‘:l.i_,.ll ibf.;.f.-—i.'sl
vi-} tllﬁiil SR )y +
& -~

U.t! JLi'--n-ru it e "t-lh--ril_ . CL:- L ]
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DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND RESOURCES This space for use of Mead Office only

L) REQUISITION FOR SUPPLIES »ile No. Requisition No.
19 41 155«0=5

IR TN L I T LT ... BOhOO) p x| o I
vorTe.... .. Y e AlNlOtment. ..o ;Ofgglm“__memmmmm ety

SHIP TO ReV.. s Forhesa, rineipal, ¥Yootenay Indian Resldential Sehool,. .

- ——

e —— - i == . o — . . — i

Purpose for which required Ropalr:tondhool SRR s b R RS s Cva
NOTE —Requisition for non-consumable equipment, state if New Issue or Replacement.
" consumable equipment and supplies use columns 1 and 2.

S ——m = e ———m——— - =

Quantity |

uned Unit Price
per month

Quantity
Quantity on hand
(1)

0| F8. Belie No, 1 edge grained fir flooring
.Bolls (8600 ft. each) Soutan Paper |
Q. Lbhe. 84" finishing nails

.Note: . simlilar order to the above
only in larger quantitiocs was
supplied on purchase order 6618.
vhen the material resched the

..mghool 1t was stored in the |
carpenter shop but before all o
A% oould be used a fire occurred
which completely destroyed this
Jhullding.. A8 a result it is
necessary to re-order the above
qunnti&ionvhlnn”nrq“xgqqlrpg_!iy”w”
repalyr the floors at the rooten
Sehool.
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| hereby certify that | have personal knowledge that all the above articles are required in the Department and for

D.epartmer}ta‘l purposes only. The expenditure required by this requisition is strictly unavoidable and the public interest
will suffer if it is not made.

e

APPROVE D—

SIGNED—

Director
Form 37 -Req. 104 (SEE OTHER SIDE)
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Ottawa,
May 21, 194l.

AIR MAIL

Dear Sir:

In reporting on the fire that recently
occurred at the Kootenay Indian Residential School
Indian Agent Irwin again brings up the question of
fire protection for this bullding. He quotes as
follows from a letter received from the Acting
Chief of the Cranbrook Fire Brigade:

A very serious fire hazard exlists at
the Kootenay Indian Residential School. The school
{tself, a large two storey building, is without
fire escapes and exposed to danger from several
frame out-buildings such as barns etc. which are
quite near. There is practically no fire protection

whatever. The pressure is so low in the domestic
water supply that it is of no use for fighting fire.
The situation is very dangerous and should have the
attention of those in authority.”

T have reviewed our file but we do not
appear to have any definite statement regarding the
cost of providing what might be considered adequate
fire protection. As you are aware, our funds are
very limited but the matter is so important that I
feel either you or Inspector Coleman should visit
this school in the very near future and submit a
detailed report on what is required and at the same
time give an estimate of 1ts cost.

For your information I might say that

the Indian Agent has suggested that arrangements
might be made with the Cranbrook Fire Department to

Major D.M. MacKay,
Indian Commissioner,

P.0. Box 70,
Vancouver, B.C.
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respond immediately if ocalled. This su stion
might also be considered by whoever visits the
school and we should be advised what the Cranbrook
Fire Department would charge for their services.

From our experience the supplying of
hose is no guarantee that there will be adequate
fire protection in case of a fire. 1In many cases
when hose was supplied it was hung up on the wall
and when a fire ocourred the hose was practically

useless.

I trust that, as stated above, elther

you or Mr. Coleman will have an opportunity of
visiting this school in the near future and sub-

mitting a complete report.
Yours truly,

RA HO.Y.
Supt. of Welfare & Tralning.
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