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Deay Sir:

The attached memorandum of inquiry inte
the ceuse and oiroumstances of the death of
pupil Mar s Jene Bees, No. 0176 of She Cross

nesidentieal Sohool, has just been received.
It is noted that this has not been signed by
yourself. I am, therefore, enclosing the form

for your signature.
Yours truly,

Philip Phelan,
chief, Training Division.

Mr. P.G. Lasenby,
Indian Agent,
Norway House, Man.

Indian Affairs. (RC 10, Volume 6262, file 577-23, part 1)
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CANADA

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Memorandum of an inquiry into the cause and circumstances of the death of

Indian Residential School at.. CHon®. LakesMan..,

who died at $he: Orons Lake 80000l  (place) on  Me¥ 29 . . 1942,

INSTRUCTIONS

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Principal is required to inform the
Indian Agent at once.

On receipt of the Principal’s notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry,
consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical
Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board shall, in each other’s
presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of

Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one copy.

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil’s
death.

The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be
permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked
if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be
attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after
the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it.

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac-
* tieable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him.
A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal
Canadian Mounted or Provincial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind
might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for
this duty, on th.e Agent’s recommendation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach

the Department through the Indian Ageht's office.

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, ineluding
an inquest, whieh may be required by law

If the pupil died a8 the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state-
ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum.

Forum No. 414.

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6262, file 577-23, part 1)
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A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL
SCHOOL

. On what date did this pupil fall sick or suffer injury? Maxeh 17 tB
. At what time of day?....... 3¢ ShEEROERING . . ...
. When and to whom did he or she report this illness or aecident?.. 17 Mareh
_The Nurse. of the scheol saw that
and put her to bed at the infirmdry.
. What means were taken to afford relief?. . Ro8%t in bed and

. What medicines were used for this purpose and in what dose or quantity? Cod 1iveroeil

_ When was the doctor called?.... The .girl was net sick. enough £9 68ll
the Doctor who could not have oome at this time of the year

. If the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trane-

. If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the

school? ..The.gizl wae.put.in. e private ward and. the Nurese. of. theddboel!
attended $e her very conscisntiously every day

. Add any other useful information here.

G.B.Trudeau,o.m. !o o

Nore: If the deceased pupil dies in hospital at a distance from the school, under the care of
the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, & clinical report of the patient’s
illness and death in the hospitai is to be secured and attached to this memorandum.
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B. STATEMENT OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO ATTENDED
THE DECEASED PUPIL

Do you consider that the Principal of the School, and the members of the School staff exer-
cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the iliness and death of this pupil?.... X@8..

Did they follow out your professional instructions? .. ... .. ...

If in either respect, you consider them to have been at fault, it is required that you express

your carefully considered views as follows:

m'....,u......#f...r.l‘no.r.a.ag...M...g. XD,
K.N,

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6262, file 577-23, part 1)
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- have been recorded?.. YO8 If not, you are required to add here any further particulars
‘ §

which strike you as essefitial.

2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to
the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this School.

-..Consider that everything pessible. is being done at this sehool
...for the health, safety and welfare of the pupils.

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6262, file 577-23, part 1)
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orrice of vue f [/ /N DEPARTMENT

) INDIAN M’.‘fN‘i‘ T OF
/] ( MINES AND RESOURCES

INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH

orway House, Man:
lst August 1942.

3ir,

With reference to Mr Philip Phelan's letter
No; 123-1-23 of the 15th July, I beg to forward herewith
the memorandum of inquiry into the cause and circumstances
of the death of Margaret Jane Bee, a pupll of the Cross
Lake R.C.Residenital School, duly signed by mgself.

Your obedient Servant

The Secretary

Indian Affairs Branch
Department of Mines & esources
Ottawa, Ont:, s

-
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fianipeg Norway Houve,

September l4%h 194%,

William MILLER,Tr.Iind., Child ~ Cress lake, Man,
Death of -~ by Lro-nu.

On Auge 1lO0th 1942 I was informed by Dr. R.2.C.
Corrigcan of Norway House, that he had received a report
from fev, Fr, G.%,Trudeau ouf of Cross lake, tmt one
Tilliam Miller, and Tresty “‘ddian student of S5t. Joseph .

R.C. Sehool at Cross lake, had drowned at Cross lake the
day 'reviously (“un.Aug.9th,) Dy, CORRTOAN, vho is
d nimsels

a Coroner, iaformed me that he had satiasfie
that death was accidental, that an inquest was unneege~

escary, that he had signed the necessary papers and
permitted burisl of the budy. :

n view of the faet thut the writer hereof, was
precosupied with other matters (Treaty escort), and 1t
was obvious from the Uveter's remarks that there would
be no prezsing need for police investigation, the
mtter was held over pending our next patreol te Cross
lake, which was anticipated to be the end of August,
This patrol however, €1d not materialize till Sept

11th=13¢th,

Un 12«99«48 whilet in Cross Lake the matter was
investigated, It appears that ¥illlam MILLER, Treaty

Indian c¢hild aged nine years, attending "t, Joseph's
fesidentiel Sehool at Cross lake, went bathing too soon

after eating his dinaer, and was drowned, at approximatel

12,45 p.m, on Sun,Aug.8th, The body was recovered at 1,1
p.m, and artificial respiration was applied for some
tvo and a half hours by competant members of the schoel

ateff, without result,

The following statements were taken., Ti» re were
tso other witnesces from zshom I should have taken state~
ments but they were not available., These were “tanley
HA¥TLTON Tr. Ind, and Nishol SCATCH Tr, Ind, the latter

@ 16 year old boy, who war the first Se arrive oa the
et out the NILI"R

soene and waat inte the water %o try te
Child, HANTLTON arriming a few moments later and also

trying to rewover the boy.
Statement of Lydis MCKAY, 'ndian girl aged 16,
of Cross lake, Monitoba,
" On a Sunday in August, I think |

it was the ninth, I was ploking berries and eating them,
over at the liﬂn{tn, with three other girls, 7"e were near
the water and I saw about four amall boys swimming near the
sawmill, One of them was William WILIER, T eould see
that William had got out inte deep water, and I saw him
struggle and his head go down, Neme of the other small
boys who were there were hear William, they had stayed in
shallow water, Us girle went down to the water, but
William was too far out feor us to reaeh him, 1 rn

up the hill from the water and saw & man passing and told

him the boy was drowning. Th:t was Stanley Hamilton.
(Continued )
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FAGE TwO,

Ré; William MILIER TyInd.Child - Cress lake,Man,
Death of - By Drewning.
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(Ctatement of Lydia MeKAY,cont )
He went down and Sried

to get "illiam out of the Water, Befzre shis though
another big boy, Nichol SCATCH had heard us eall for
help and he eame right there and tried te get Wikl out
but he sould net do se, I did net r to Mission, but
one of the people had heard us ealling and sent for ‘h
Father, I was still there when the men geot Villiam's
body from the water, I do not know why he should drown,
but I do know that he had get toe far out inte deep water,
for sueh a small boy, and there was no one elose to him",

Wifnes- ed., (sgd ) 'Lydia MOKAY'

(!.A.Ilr‘, 0’1. nc.Pl

Statement of Hev, Fr, 6.7, Trudeau O.M.I. of
St.Joseph's Mission, Cross laie, Menitobaj~-
"On,Sunday

August 9th about 12,40 pem, and Indian woman informed me
that a amall boy was drowning hear our smwmill., T went
to tha place by eance, with Mather DANTTL, Brother MENARD
and others, and two o‘hc oanoes game along, Approxim-
ately 1.195 p.m, the body of ocfie William MILLER, aged
approx., 9 years, a student at St, Josephs “ehool was
regovered from tL water by the searoching group,
Tmmediately artifieial respiration was applied,continucus-
ly for two hours and & half by nmyself and Sister Francoise
erese R.N. at the end of which time the child was
adjudged dead by the sister., In my eopinion the ehilds
death was due to accidental drowning, zouibly caused
by swirming too soon after his dinner.

(sgd) 'G.E, Trudeau O.M,.I,'

Statement of Sister Franeoise Therese R.N.,
Nursing Sister of St.Joseph's Sehool, Cross lake Man;-
"On SunsAug.vth at 1i,45 pem, Father Trudeau sent me a
mescRge uesting my presencee as & boy had been
drowned, a I went as requested., I was present abdbout
1,10 pom, when the bdody of #illiam NMILLER aged nine, vas
recovered from the lake. In ocompany with F . ther Trudeau
I applied artificial respiretion to ¥illiam Miller, whieh
was applied for two hours and a half, loang before whieh
T knew that William Miller waz dead and ocould not be
regovered, In my opinion death was due solely to
drowning eaused by swimming teoo soon after his dianer”

(sgd) Sr.,Marie Francoise 'l'hor;c;

S Su8y T Mvey .o, ¥ith reg:rd to the last sentenee of each of

the two preceding statements, the atudents at the Sshool
PORUARED 2092,  DOgAR their dinmer about 1i,30a.m, finishing somewis t
. after 12 noon, The boy was drowned at 12,45, Father

to u: a:,l::.w Trudeau infermed me that Sister St,Martia overheard some
of the boys discussing swhiming after dinner, “he told
them that they must not swim after dinner, It is not
knows however, if the NILIEZR lad was amongst those so

warned,

RO oF, » "’.M‘Dﬁ..

(9) In view of the eontents of these statements
this fyle will be considered condbuded,

By Oy Pyerve, v | BB 3 .
Ou C¢ ¥peo Piivisten, CONCIUDED Mé Gpl. /

RAY*Y (R A Ki vk JReg.No 10088
. - ]1,8 NORSAY HOUSE DETACHMENT

*
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The Director,
Indian Affairs Branch,
pepartment of Mines and Resources,

OTTAWA, Ontario.
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DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

# ;

Memorandum of an inquiry into the cause and circumstances of the death of

i Maztha Rivers .. . Yo i deike , Pupil No. 9373 ...

INSTRUCTIONS

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Principal is required to inform the
Indian Agent at once. ’ '

On receipt of the Principal's notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry,
consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical
Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board shall, in each other’s
presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of
Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one copy.

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil’s
death.

The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be
permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked
if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be
attached to ‘the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after
the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it.

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprae-
ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him.
A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal
Canadian Mounted or Provincial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind
might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for
this duty, on the Agent’s recommendation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach
the Department through the Indian Agent’s office.

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including
an inquest, which may be required by law

If the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state-
ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum.

Form No. 414.
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A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL
SCHOOL

. On what date did this pupil fall sick or suffer injury?... en the 14 th ef April

. At what time of day?....4in the  safternsen

. When and to whom did he or she report this illness or accident? Te. the. Nuree ef the seheel

i DOSLOR WOE- - hore - the next. day and saw. her.

. What. means were taken to afford relief? Deeteor. preseridbe. te put her in bed

. What medicines were used for this purpose and in what dose or quantity?.. . Deetes.did net preseri
any. medesing but Just XORL AR DO

. When was the doctor called?... . . Dester was here thO&M. . .. .. ... ...

. If the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans-

. If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the

She. was_ _taken te the infirmaxy. sand. leek after. . by the
R.Nurse of the sehesl
. Add any other useful information here.
. Daster_aaw har sgain

c..hed impreved & . little but she relapse

Nore: If the deceased pupil dies in hospital at a distance from the school, under the care of
the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, a clinical report of the patient’s
illness and death in the hospitai is to be secured and attached to this memorandum.

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6262, file 577-23, part 1)
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THE DECEASED PUPIL

The contributory cause of death was. ... / ..........................

Do you consider that the Principal of the School, and the members of the School staff exer-

cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this pupil?......(rﬁ..t

Did they follow out your professional instructions?... NO' USRI O OB, AR ) S

If in either respect, you consider them to have been at fault, it is required that you express

your carefully considered views as follows:

Indian Affairs. (RGC 10, Volume 6262, file 577-23, part 1)
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L
C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT ‘:;?

1. Having lemsi=seeed read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you

consider that all essential circumstances relating to the death of

w5, SRR N\l NS

have been recorded?. YO8 1y not, you are required to add here any further particulars

which strike you as essential.

2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to

the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this Scheol.

~ P.G.lazenby.\

-/

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6262, file 577-23, part 1)




DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Memorandum of an inquiry into the cause and ecircumstances of the death of

G, i nerers , Pupil No@A82,

INSTRUCTIONS

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Principal is required to inform the

Indian Agent at once.

On receipt of the Principal’s notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry,
consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical
Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board shall, in each other’s
presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of

Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one ocopy.

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil’s
death.

The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be
permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked
if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be
attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after
the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it.

If the Indian Agenttis located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac-
ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him.
A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal
Canadian Mounted or Provincial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind
might be necessary in some ou?. ;The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for
this duty, on the Agent’s recominenflation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach
the Department through the Indian Agent's office.

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including
an inquest, which may be required by law

If the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state-
ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum.

Form No. 414.
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A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL
SCHOOL

. On what date did thie pupil fall sick or suffer injury?.. 6th Februwary 1943 . .

B TR T AT AR s U AR SO NS ¢ e T )

. When and to whom did he or she report this illness or accident?.... Te. the Nurse.eof

. What means were taken to afford relief?. The ehild was piseed in. the infirmary

at enee.
5.

6. When was the doctor called?... Deator was net ealled as he was expeeted
any day
. 1f the pupil was removed to hoepital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans-

Nore: If the deceased pupil dies in hospital at a distance from the school, under the care of
the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, a clinical report of the patient’s
illness and death in the hospital is to be secured and attached to this memorandum.
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B. STATEMENT OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO ATTEND
THE DECEASED PUPIL

Do you consider that the Principal of the School, and the members of the School staff exer-
cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this pupil?

Did they follow out your professional instructions? . ...

If in either respect, you consider them to have been at fault, it is required that you express

your carefully considered views as follows:

Indian Affairs. (RC 10, Volume 6262, file 577-23, part 1)
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C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AG y,

1. Having kewmdsmat! read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you

2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to
the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this School.

Indian Affairs. (RC 10, Volume 6262, file 3577-23, part 1)
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DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIFS

Memorandum of an inquiry into the cause and ecircumstances of the death of

Indian Residential School at............. Cress lLake

who died at?he. Nerway Hewse Heapital(place) on ... June . the 11 tho 1943

INSTRUCTIONS.

When & pupil'of an Indian Résidential Bchool dies, the Principal is required to inform the
Indian Agent at onece.

On receipt of the Principal’s notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry,
consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical
Officer who atlended the decensed pupil. Thefe members of the Board shall, in each other’s
presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of
Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one copy.

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil’s
death.

The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be

permitted to attend it or to send a representative. - They or their representative shall be asked
if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be

attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after
the time at whieh it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it.

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac-
ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him.
A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal
Canadian Mounted or Provincial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind
might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for
this duty, on the Agent’s recommendation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach
the Department through the Indian Agent’s office.

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including
an ingquest, which may be required by law

If the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state-
ments of the witnesses of the aoccident, and attach them to this memorandum.

Form No. 414.
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A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL
SCHOOL

. On what date did this pupil fall sick or suffer injury? Megy the 17 thl943
- At what time of day? ... 4n the afterneen

. When and to whom did he or she report, this illness or accident? . Te.the. nurse. ef.

..the _seheel:8inter Franeeise Therese, R.N. |

. What means were taken to afford relief?

5. What medicines were used for this purpose and in what dose or quantity?

........... .nootnrmnuv.hnrmundmdid“natmnm.'srihamnnxm-ldnn1lom,hu$mnnid te

keep her in bed until she be remeved te
6. When was the doctor called?

on the 24 th of May
. If the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans-

by eance on the sesend of Jume by eanes
. If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the

Nore: If the deceased pupil dies in hospital at a distance from the school, under the care of
the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, a clinical report of the patient’s
illness and death in the hospitai is to be secured and attached to this memorandum,

Indian Affairs. (RC 10, Volume 6262, file 577-23, part 1)
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Do you consider that the Prineipal of the 8chool, and the members of the School staff exer-
cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this pupil?
Did they follow out your professional instructions?

If in either respeet, you consider them to have been at fault, it is required that you express

your earefully considered views as follows:

Indian Affairs. (RC 10, Volume 6262, file 577-23, part 1)




2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to
the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this School.

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6262, file 577-—23, part 1)
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O‘tm' August 25, 1’43.

Nr.Pe.G.Lazenby, Indien Agent, Norway House, Man,

I desire to acknowledge receipt of
memorandum of inquiry inte the cause and
e¢ircumstances of the death of the followin
pupll: of the Cross Lake Indian Residenti
School:

Mary Dixon No,.0183
Lily Roes o1el
Martha Rivers oi7

Philip Phelan
Chief, Training Division,

Indian Affairs. (RGC 10, Volume 6262, file 577-23, part 1)
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