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Ottawa,
lay 18, 1938.

emorandum:
REFRUSENTATIVE OF THe TRUASURY

vith reference to your memorandum of the 17th
instant resardins voucher 639 I may say that from 1935
the water for the alberni chool has been secured from
the town of ..lbernl. hen the Residential chool
was in operation the cost of the water service was
paid from school funds. Olince the destruction of the
achool by fire the water is used by the day school
which 1s being conducted at that point. The water
has been used for two purposes:

() On the land, rart of which 1s used for a school
garden.

(b) For drinking purposes by the puplls attending
the .lberni Day School.

/ -
}1 n‘ ik ® il

Supt. of welfare & Training.
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Uttawa,
february 235, 1939.

erorandum:

He: Iroposed liew Indian
Rlesidential Sehool,

Jhlh!!!!l. Z’-T; !;gn Cﬂlmla-

hile a definite decision has not yet been
made the Department i1s considering the erection of
a new 'ndian residential school to renlace the
slbeml Indian residential school which was deatroyed
by fire on February 21, 1937. In the meantime I
considerod 1t advisable to bring the matter to your
atternilioa 1in order that a rvrreliminary scetch might
bs made of the proposed bullding and other arrangements
pmade in conneotion with it so that in the event of

funds beling rrovided there will be no unnecessary delay
i1 commeneing construction.

~8 a first step [ would suggest that you arrange,
at the earliest posasible date, for a visit to alberni
by one of your engineers or an architect, i the services
of the latter are avallable at tie coast, with a view
to cxamining the basement of the former school. Your
reresentative should ascertaln the size of the basement
of the old sehool and all other information that would
W of as:istance in preparing plans.

In erectine a new residential sohool at this point
‘rovision will have to be made for 200 pupils and a

8tarftr of approximately 12 persons. The bullding should,
of course, be flireproof.

Tndian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume ¢
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I am under the impression that if a bullding with
four olass rooms with full basement accommodation were
erected separate from the main bullding, it would involve
less expense and at the same time provide other advan-
tages. The bullding containing the class rooms would
not necessarily have to be of fireproof construction.

“he class room bullding would contain a hall in the

middle with two olass rooms on each side. 5liding
partitions should be placed between the two class rooms

on elther side of the building. This would enable these
rooms to be opened into one room if necessary. AS stated
above full basement should be provided under this building
for vocational training purposes.

If the sugpestion made in the preceding paraegraph
were put into effect it is quite possivle that the
present basement would be sufficiently large to permit
the erection of the main bulldine whieh should be a
buildine with full basement, two stories high with
dormer roof and a residence for the Principel at one end.

is soon as your representative forvards his report

1t would be appreciated if you would subwit it to me for
considerstion by the offlelals of this Draneh.

.'.'1 -
4 F 7 f & i
e L

Director.
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Vancouver, B. C,,

Report on Site and Old Foundation Walls,
Alberni Indian Residential Echool,

Alberni, BeCo R
In agecordance with your instructions of
recent date, I inspected the remains of the Alberni
Indian Residential School on Mareh 20th, and beg
to report as follows:i-

The school site consists of a block of
land on the north or right shore of the Somase river
about one mile from Albernl and three miles from
Port Alberni. Adjoinling the site on the west 1s
Tsahaheh Indian Reserve and on the east property
owned by the United Church. The portion of the site
ad jacent to the river {s low clay land suitable for
garden purposes, Al an alevation about 35 fTeel
above this 18 a level bench of sandy gravel on which
the old school was located, Thils flat bench area
{s about 500 feet by 350 feet and 1s a Vvery gsuitable
site for a school, with sufficient area for small
playing flelds., Back of this bench the land rises
to the north edge of the property. The eastern part
of this slope is cleared agricultural land on which
1s situated a large barn., The western edge 18
uncleared land with rock exposures at about same
elevation as the bench on which school was located,

DRAINAGE
The old school had a basement floor two
feet below the ground level and no trouble from
water was reported., The heating plant floor was four
feet below ground level and considerable trouble
C.E,Webb, E8Q.,
Distriet Chief Inglineer,

Dominion Water and Power Bureau,
Vancouver, B.C.
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from water was experienced, ¥With precipitation
to be expected at this point (Port Alberni 70,65
{nches per year) it will therefore be necessary to
provide for proper drainage. Vith the lower land
in front of the bullding construction of drains from
the building slte to this lower land 1s an easy
problem,
OLD WALLS ETC,

The foundations of the old school are
st1ll standing but an examination of them indicates
that the mortar and conerete 18 of very poor quallty,
elther due to the fire or as a result of using poor
mixtures during construction, These walls extend
nine feet above ground level and consist of one course
of brick with a flve inech face of fileld stone and
cement blocks., The bricks about windows, doors etcC.
are badly broken and the whole can be easlily removed
from position by hand or with a hammer. The mortar
does not adhere to the bricks as 1t should and I would
therefore suggest the whole of this masonry be removed,
Some of the brick can be used agaln although 1t 1is
generally of poor csuality. ‘The boller room has a
concrete lining inside the brick work to keep out
geepage through the walls but this also {s of very poor
quality, 1t being possible tO penetrate the concrete
almost an ineh with & pointed 1" bar about & inches
long held in the hand, The ehimney for the boller
ts still standing but the mortar {s so poor that
{t is probably not safe. This echimney is four feetl by

four feet at the base and about 50 feet or more high,
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In December, 1935, this Bureau installed a
new 4" water main from the City of Albernl's 4" maln
to the school where it connected to the school 2"
system. This pipeline appears in good order and could
be used for the domestie supply of the new school
but is not suitable for fire fighting purposes owing
to the limited supply of water avallable through the
4" maing of the Clty of Alberni which can supply 100
UeS. mallons per minute at 30-lbs, pressure,

Leport of L.H,Trederoft made December 5,
1935(our number 407) on "Improvements to Fire Frotection
System at Alberni Indian School" goes into this phase
of the water supply system at some length, This

report suggests a 6" wood stave fire main be run from

the Somasg river to the school, water to be pumped

by & 50«60 h,p. Gasoline engine housed in a wooden
pump house near the river and above a concrete lntake
well connected to the river by means of a 14"
Vitrified supply pipe., This system would supply 500
U.5. gallons per minute or enough to keep two fire
streams of 240 U, , gallons per minute in operation.
The system of partial monotor hydrants and partial
ordinary hydrants to which hose may be connected is
worthy of conasideration in connection with this
project as the monotor type hydrants are avallable
without delay and can thus be put in service before
the hose lines can be run out. 7The estimated cost

of this system as then proposed was §3600.00,

LIGHT SUFPLY
Electricity was previously supplied to

the school by the National Utilities Corporation of

Alberni who had a 2200 volt power line from thelr

PUBLTC ARCHIVES ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES
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transmission line along the Alberni-Creat Central
Lake road, This supply is considered to be more
satisfactory than would be the construction and oper-
ation of a private system at the school. Charges

for light are 9¢ for first 30 K.W. hours and 34

per K.W, hour for the balence with §1.50 per H.F.
standby charge for any motors which may be installed,
The charges at the old school ran from 35.50 to
£40,00 per month and maximum consumption was 1321
K.W., hours. At the old school there was a 2 I F.

motor in the laundry.

HEATING SYSTEM

The old boiler and hot water tank at
the school are still in place and it is probable
that this boiler could be put in shape O handle
the heating of the proposed achool. It is an 84
H.F. Horizontal Heturn Tublar boiler 66" x 12'0"
built in 1920 by Vulcan Iron Works of Vancouver and
designed to operate at 100 lbs, pressure, The boller
normally worked at 10 1lbs. and as it 1is brick
encased it is probable that 1t would be suitable
for the new school after overhaul.

A number of the old radiators are in the
ruins but it is probable these are of little value
except as scrap iron.

The fuel for the new building could be
orude oil, coal, wood or sawdust (hog fuel). 1t
is probable that a heating unit burning gawdust or
hog fuel would be the most economical at the moment
as there are two large sawmills at Port Alberni and
others nearby from which fuel could be obtained at
a reasonable cost at present. It is probable this
type of fuel will be available at reasonable cost,

1f storage is provided, for & number of years to oome,
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SEWAGE SYS T

At the 0ld school there 1s a sewage dis~-
posal systen consisting of pipe lines to & septic
tank with necessary filter beds, The Tllter beds
located on the side hill washed out and after further
consideration were not considered necessary and over-
flow from the tank was then carried direct to the
Somass river by means of a 6" vitrified pipe installed
in 1930, The tank 1is 12 feet by 4.5 feet by 4.5
feet and was designed for a school of 125 occupants.
After the new outlet was {nstalled in 1930 this
tank gave entire satisfaction., It is belleved that
1f the waste water from laundry and kitchen of the
proposed school were carried by a separate plpe
direet to the outlet pipe by-passing the septic tank,
the present septilc tank would meet the requirements
of the new school. The presence of laundry and
kitchen waste in a septie tank materially decreases
1ts efficiency and it is not desirable to pass
such waste through the tank 1f at all possible.
If the present system is used it might be found
desirable to replace the pipe between the new school
and the tank and 1n any case would require a new
4" pipe to convey laundry and kitchen waste from

the school to the septic tank outlet pipe,

SALVAGE MATZRIAL AT OLD SCHOOL
A considerable amount of brieck could be
salvaged from the old school site and while notv of
best quality could be used for certain purposes,

There is also a considerable quantity of field stone

and cement blocks in the walls and these look to
be in falr condition and probably a good percentage.
could be used,
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The window sash weights have been salvaged
and are neatly piled near the wall of the boiler room,
These are in good condition and can be re-used,

A good deal of scrap iron such as pipes,

broken radlators, fire escapes etc. could be salvaged,

PROPOSED TYI'E OF SCHOOL
Three possible types of schools might be

considered for this site.

(1) Sehool similar to that destroyed, with resld-
ence and class rooms under one roof,

(2) Separate school bullding and residence
bullding,

(3) Separate school bdbullding with several cottage
residences and administration bullding.

Ihe apparent advantages and disadvantages
of these are considered hereafter,

1. A building of this type would have to be
fireproof throughout and unless of about three stoxes
would cover a considerable area, ieating of suoch a
building would be least costly and supervision would
be esasiest although suech a building would of necessity
have day students in it as well as residents, which
ie possibly a dlisadvantage,

2, OJeparate school and residence would permit
of the school functions being entirely separate from
the dormitory which is said to be an advantage. The
heating of the two bulldings would be probably more
expensive than of one combined building although a
central heating system could be installed. If this
layout is desired it is suggested the new dormitory
building be to the west and the school to the east
so that sewage dlsposal can be readlly handled, 7The
school buildings might be slightly forward or south
of the old site to leave more playground space to the

back and north of the buildings. 7The boiler house

-. N N L] F
Trril1a8n fil 1a1r'S.
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could be adjacent to the dormitory building making
access easy at night to check over fires, Sketeh
shows suggested location of new bulldings.

3, At the request of the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs a vislt was paid to the Fairbridge Farm School
near Uuncan and the system of cottage residences
was looked into and very mueh impressed the writer.
Here they have a large school building, 14 cottage
residences, a main building with kitchen, dining hall
and laundry as well as gseparate building for manual
training, office, prineipallsresidence, farm buildings
ote. In each residence are housed 14 students of
various ages under control of a matron. The most
modern of these cottages are double buildings and each
section contains small sitting room, bedroom and
bathroom for matron, dormitory room, kitechen and small
dining room on one floor with play room under dormitory,
bathroom, locker room 1in basement with one hot ailr
wood burning heating unit, drying room and fuel TOOm
for the two sections. Thirteen of these cottages
are used as residences and the fourteenth as a hospital,
nreakfast and dinner (noon) are obtained at the main
dining hall and supper in the cottage, The Alberni
site would be very suitable for such a school system
as the cottages could be buillt on the side hill to
the northwest of the old school site.

As the cottages are all small they need not
be of fireproof construetion and therefore would probably
not be expensive to bulld, although due to having
additional matrons 1t would probably make the cost of
operation heavy as compared with a single dormitory
buildingz. If this type oI school was decided on 1t
mizht be considered each cottage should house more than

14 and to do this 1t is suggested only part of bulld~
{ng have basement and the playroom as at Tairbridge
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school be built with floor above ground level and
used as one dormitory with a second dormitory above.
The provision of adequate and sultable
fire protection for the proposed buildings is deslir-
able and it is also desirable that fire escape pro-
vision be of such a nature that they cannot be cut
off from ease of access, It is probable that chutes
would be most suitable as they do not permit of
easy access to the upper stores which 1s an objeetlion
to the usual type of fire escape, The school itmelfl
should be so designed as to permit of more than one
outlet in case of fire to each portion of the bullding,
The wash and bathrooms for the school
should be adjacent to the dormitories themselves and
on the same floor. Provision should also be made
for tollets adjacent to the school roous for use of
day students as it 1s not desirable that they have
secess to the dormitory building or portion of the
building.
The small building shown on plan as school
room was formerly used as a nanual trailning room
and 1t could be converted into a shop to be used
for boat building which it is understood is desirable
at this school. If boat building is to be carried on
in the basement of the school proper adjacent to the
manual training shops provision should be made to
permit the boat belng removed when completed,
Reference reporte on this school are:-
our No.237 Report on proposed repalrs Lo Tewage
Disposal System, Port Alberni Indian
Sechool by A.L.MeNaughton, April 30, 1950,
Our No.269 Report on Installation of Septic Tank

Outlet Urain at Alberni Indian Misslon
Sehool by A.L.MeNaughton, auz.27, 1930
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Report on Improvements to Fire Protection
Jystem at Alberni Indian School, VWest
Coast Agency, by T.H.Tredoroft, Dec, 5,
1935,

Our No. 410 Heport re repalrs to Domestic Water Supply,
Albernl Indian School, Alberni, B, C,
by E.H,Tredcroft, Dec., 4, 1935,

The several possible arrangements of school
and residence in connection with this projeect have been
covered in some detail as such information may be of
value to the officlals in charge of the educational
phase of the Indian Affairs Branch activities, to enable
them to declide on whiech type of school would be most
suitable to meet the requirements of the Alberni

locality.
Your obedient servant,

At

—

Asst. Distriect Chlef Engineer
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Ut tava,
May 18, 1939.

,p)

férf’

Dear ‘ir:

I desire to refer to your letter of the 3rd
instant in which you request authorlty to sell a
large quantity of scrap iron, plping ete. at present
on the site of the .lberni residentiesl school in
order to pay the Indians for their labour in clearing
the site. I arree with vou that vour suggestlion would
be a simnle and convenient method of cleaning up the
old site prevaratory to the erection of the new bullding,
but unfortunately, the procedure suggested would be
contrarv to the nrovisions of the Consolidated tevenue
and Asudit Act. To dispose of the old material and use
the »roceeds would really be surnlementing any rarlianmentary
aprrooriation provided for the re-erection of the bullding.
'he proceeds of the sale should of course be deroslted to
actual revenue., At the same ti-e, the Chlef Treasury
Of'ficer would no doubt decline to pass the accounts for
the labour involved. I am confident that we would be
severely criticized by the wuditor General's lLepartrment
and the Treasury Board if the clrcumstances became known
that we were usins the proceeds of material sold, to reet
other exmnend ltures.

Under the circumstances, I think that the only
lepitimate course open to us is to ask the salvage Cfflcer
to disrose of the o0ld scrap iron, pipine etec., by tender
in the usual way, crediting any nroceeds to Casual Revenue
of vour Branch. The cost of clearing the debris would
have to be borne by the anpropriation for the re-erection
of the bullding.

In view of the above you should not take any
further action toward clearine the site of the alberni
school.

I« B. Ashbridege, :8q.,
ndian agent,
‘Ort ﬂlberni, B- G-
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You might let me know the approximate
quantities and kinds of scrap iron, piping ete.
that is at present on the site and also advise
{f you consider it marketable and 1f i1t could be
sold locally. If so, you might let me know the
names of the persons who would possibly purchase
{t. I require this information for the Salvage

Officer.

Yours truly,

R. A. Hoey,
S5upt. of Jelfare & Tralning.

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6434, File 877-5, part 6)

el — [ "_rd"'_—-__':_w‘-‘-' —— "-FF_FT*-. - — T ——— - pu—
. =

* i

——

PUBLIC ARCHIVES .+ ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

4

CANADA

Library and Archives Canada / Biblicthéque et Archives Canada
www.collectionscanada.ge.ca



Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada
werw. collectionscanada.ge.ca

¢ O F ¥

Ottawa, May 12, 1939,

Memorandum: DR. MCGILL
Indian Affairs Branch

Re: Albernl Indian Residential
School, Alberni, B, C,

Your File 5159-21

I wish to acknowledge vour memorandum of the 8th
instant, in which you recommend that the Indian Azent be
authorized to sell the large quantity of scrap iron,
piping, ete., in the ruins of the old building, using the
proceeds to pay the Indians eneaged in clearine the site.

I agree with you that your suggestion would be a
simple and convenient method of cleaning up the old site
preparatory to the erection of the new bullding, but un-
fortunately, the procedure suggested would be contrary to
the provisions of the Consolidated Revenue and Audit Act.

To dlspose of the old material and use the proceeds would
really be supplementing any parliamentary appropriation
provided for the re-erection of the building. The proceeds
of the sale should of course be deposited to actual revenue.
At the same time, the Chief Treasury Officer would no doubt
decline to pass the accounts for the labour involved. I am
confident that we would be severely criticized by the Auditor
General's Department and the Treasury Board if the circum-
stances became kxnown that we were using the »roceeds of
material sold, to meet other exvenditures.

Under the circumstances, I think that the only
leglitimate course open to us is to ask the Salvage Officer
to dispose of the old scerap iron, piping, ete., by tender
in the usual way, crediting any nroceeds to Casual Revenue
of your Branch, The cost of clearing the debris would have
to be borne by the appropriation for the re-erection of the
bullding.

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6434, File 877-5, part 6)
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If vou wish me to proceed with the disposal of
the old material nlease let me know to whom interested
prarties should apply and any necessary information which
mieht now be submitted to the Salvage Officer.

(Sed.) W. M. Bailey,
Departmental Purchasing Agent.

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6434, File 877-5, part 6)
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Uitawa,
april <0, 1939,

emorandum:

[l deslire to aciknowledge the recelpt of vour
memorandum of aApril 20 enclosine ¢opy of rerort on

the site and old foundstion walls of the .lberni
indinn residential school.

it 1= noted that .r. Jebb's report sugeests
three possible types of school and it has been decided

that the most sultabdble type ror ilberni is a residence
bullding with a separate school building.

(he executive orficers of the
of the United Church of cannda, under whose auspices
this school 1is conducted, were in (ttawa yesterday and
I requested .r., Huck and .r. Judley to came to lir. !loey's

office in order %o discuss with these officials the
layout of the bulldines desired.

‘1asslonary ..oclety

vomplete Information was glven to lessrs Hueck
and Judley and I hope that 1t will be poasible to have

a8 rough sketeh of the proposed bulldings prerared at
the earllest possible date in order that we may submit

this sketeh to the officers of the United Church 'issionary
oclety.

A8 I polnted out to you previously the Lepartment
desires to have the construction of this sehool commenced
as soon as possible.

The amount provided in th

€ speclal supplementary
estimates for the erection of

this bullding is +150,000.00,

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 643k, File 877-5, part 6)

- — -
_— - —_— S — ——— -.T.'-_.F - — i
L 2 . F

- ¥

PUBLIC ARCHIVES ~ ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES
CAWADA




Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada
wwwi.collectionscanada.gc.ca

OFFICE OF THE
DIRECTOR

Memorandum:

your information,
old foundation wal
School received fr

Indian Affairs. (RG 10,

SURVEYS AND
ENGCINEERING BRANCH

CANADA

DEPARTMENT
OF

MINES AND RESOURCES

April 20, 1939,

.

Dr. McGill.

i

I am forwarding herewith, for
copy of a report on the site and
ls of the Alberni Indian Residential
om Distriet Chief Engineer Webb,

Jirector,

Volume 6434, File 877-5, part 6)
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Ottawa, May 25, 1930.

Memorandum:

DIRECTOR
surveys and Engineering Branch

- e g — - = N S e St -
—— =

T enclose letter which has just hHeen

N

recelved from the Custodils Canadian Chimney

Company, Limited, Chicaro, Ill. I should

appreciate it if you would reply to this

letter.

Philip Phelan,
Chief, Training Division

DPirector.
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