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DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Memorandum of an inquiry into the cause and circumstances of the death of

a; \ ' (P L )
< 1 P’MPP.) 'EF»"'?-A’-’-J/{A**"- \ E""""'f.'/\— vy , Pupil No. /fﬁ

> . ’ V'd ~ 2
of the | "};»Jr-’-!‘.fﬁ-i/a-f—'. Indian Residential School at ’#—Pffﬁ,—sf*rrﬁ“

who died at A&ZA—‘ERM e *{?ﬁ't : (place) on .. i-ﬁ YV OAAA19 :‘{*é* .

INSTRUCTIONS

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Principal is required to inform the

Indian, Agent at once.

On receipt of the Principal’s notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry,
consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical
Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board shall, in each other’s
presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of

Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one copy.

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil’s
death.

The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be
permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked
if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be
attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after

the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it.

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac-
ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him.
A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal
Canadian Mounted or Provincial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind
might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for
this duty, on the Agent’s recommendation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach

the Department through the Indian Agent's office.

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including
an inquest, which may be required by law

If the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state-

ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum,.

ForMm No. 414.
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A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL
SCHOOL

. On what date did this pupil fall sick or suffer injury?. . . M 70 .
. At what time of day? ﬂf}%’%‘ﬁw

. When and to whom did he or she report this illness or accident?...

oaline oo cationd..

. When was the doctor ealled? ... M HR LG 36

. If the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans-
port? .

. If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the

school? W Care at S M

%{,M.

d any other useful information here.

Nore: If the deceased pupil dies in hospital at a distance from the school, under the care of
the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, a clinical report of the patient’s
illness and death in the hospita: is to be secured and attached to this memorandum.
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B. STATEMENT OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO ATTENDED
THE DECEASED PUPIL

‘ -0
[ attended Eﬁ?fo‘r-?,& %ﬁLWf{*_i ‘.TE*(’."';Q%— from .. ..22.71,&...(Q.’I!xf-ﬁﬂwéufw....f.73é
\J

2 07/( __”FTV'I_C&M.&.'. _("—? .‘3{” The immediate cause of death was......

W% ________________________________________ e S sy e

The contributory cause of death was.

Do you consider that the Prineipal of the School, and the members of the School staff exer-

cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this pupil?

Did they follow out your professional instructions? ’l/’j!i-‘

If in either respect, you consider them to have been at fault, it is required that you express

your carefully considered views as follows:
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C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT

1. Having heard and read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you

consider that all essential circumstances relating to the death of

"

have been recorded? .. ‘WL~ If not, you are required to add here any further particulars

which strike you as essential.

2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to

the Department in relation to the-health or safety of the pupils of this School.

_/ﬂ.f‘frtzv olz.ats. .iT}'. Yiua.. Y .-z’:l_--.*:f'.*:?lf{; o he ““'f Vi
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203-6 hugarﬁ Blag.,
Vancouver, B. C.
April 6th 1936,

I beg to encloSe herewith a report on the death
of Pupil No.182, Freddie George - registered as George Freddie
George - who died in Sechelt Residential School on Sunday,
March 29th 1936. Bg a sad coincidence, his father, Coun-
eillor Fred George, =r., died in Vancouver General Hospital
at almost exaoctly the same time.

It was not possible to hold the Board of Inquiry
until April 2nd as the Reverend Principal was absent from the
School until that date.

The history of this case is as follows: On March
19th, the Revereand Principal phoned me that he was bringing
Freddie George to Vancouver for hospitalization, and asked me
to advise Dr.MoQuarrie, which I did. Upon being told that 1t
was & pulmonary tuberculosis case, Vr.loQuarrie advised me it
was no use bringing the boy to Vancouver, as St,.Paul's Hospital
would not accept the case, and all available space in the Gen-
eral Hospital was taken; I phoned this information to the
Reverend Prinecipal the same evening. He said he would keep the
boy in school until I could make some arrangements regarding
him. Dr.lMeQuarrie thought the school infirmary was the best
place for him under the circumstances; we could not send him
to his home as his father was also seriously ill. On Saturday,
March 28th, Dr.Inglis told me the boy was very sick, and said
he must definitely be moved from the School as he was a menace
to the other pupils. On Sunday, the 29th, at 10 a.m. I had
another consultation with Dr.Inglis and told him I would have
the boy removed on the first boat, and placed in a home at
Squamish; arranging this with the Nurse, Miss Gerry. At 4 p.m.
Sunday, Dr.Inglis called upon me again, saying the Reverend
Principal had just phoned him that the boy had died, and they
were taking the body to Vansouver on the boat leaving Sechelt
that evening.

The Medical Officer, Dr.Inglis, states that every-
thing possible was done for the boy at the School after he was
found to be running a temperature. <The mother did not wish to
make a statement or attend the hearing. She had previously ad-
vised the Reverend Principal that the boy was not strong and
had suffered a chest injury as a child, but there was no evidence
of this injury.

Incidentally, this is the second Board of Inquiry
at the School within the past 7 months.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

B/DH. /‘*M@ il
/ J —~(F,J.C.Ball)

Indian Ag&nt .
The Secretary,
Department of Indian Affairs,
OTTA /A,
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167-18-23

Ottawa, Apl".l lﬁthi 1936.

Dear Sir,~

The Department is in receipt of your
letter of the 6th instant, enclosing report re-
garding the death of Freddie George, pupil No.
182 of the Sechelt Indian Residential School.

From the information given in your
letter, it appears that everything possible was
done for this boy.

Yours truly,

f

“"Ja Ds Buthtrlﬂﬂ- f
Acting Supt. of Indian Education.

¥F. Jo Cs Ball, EIQ..
Indian Agent,
203-68 Rogers Bldg.,
v“ﬁ“"l'. B. C.
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FORM 4—B8M.11.08

ST. PAUL'S HOSPITAL
VANCOUVER, B.C.

Name Magter Simon Jefferies

-- ————ma—

—————a ——

Tentative Diagnosis

vnda . Tuberculous poritonitis... .. ... ...

S LSRR | 1 ' A

o coirts TR i
Occupation...............oooooi

Discharged............

Family History: Health of living, noting especially hereditary and

infec. disorders ... ... O L LB PO

Family history apparentl y- -negative,. ..

Chief Complaint: Date, mode of onsct, probable cause, course

4o Pain in abdomen = B oo

Ze Qonatipation = 5 dayse Y

e Naugea and vomiting = 3 davee,
About one week ago. .the.patient.develap

8. pain in the upper. abdomen following the.

Ang of some green apples..... ... ...

Past History: Discases from childhood to date, habits, social data
1 .Lpparmtly..mthing...hoyom..duaaaal |
of childhood with goed racoveryes..

‘ Intestinal ovstruction. Chr,
Final Disgnosis ..pari-tont t1e = tuberoulous.

Indian Affairs

Rl L R B — L

Working Diagnosis: Aiter physical examination

(ieneral Condition: Temp;..................l'lelgllt......,....H....,Wt.

: r.t'l'ill'I-++i‘i-I.l-Il-l--Illil-l--l'!

PR w.ll.,_d.:olopﬂ,..‘.

Physical findings: Head, Neck, Chest, Cardio-Vascular, Abdomen.
l_.cmtul-Urmary, Skin, Bones and Joints, Glandular, Neuro-
muscular,

-.Head and neck. Ears, eyes, nose, negative,
~Mouth = teeth carius and dirty. Throat
-8lightly injected.

~Necke . No thyroid enlargement or glandul ar
. Anvolvement.

Lungs -~ clear,

-Abdomen: .= Full. . Tympenitie - full and
-.4ull _on percussion in the flanks and hypo-

F.. @8atriume Slightly tender throughout
- abdomen. No masses. . S ek
- GeNeBe and extremities negutive. .

Immediate post-operative condition: Hemorrhage, shock, etc.
Poore . ..

- W_. He Stnukton, bieDe

Examined by . . -'Iﬂ.‘t R et
eIr'ne.,
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DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Memorandum of an inquiry into the cause and circumstances of the death of

g’/m %ﬂ’ YR CA® ﬁ«&éﬁf LLD
{:.l‘r H'.

of the %{"4{///- ... Indian Residential School at

who died at 4/475*;’“’" / ”;FV}( ) coutplace) on . L7 ’4f///':f

INSTRUCTIONS

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Principal is required to inform the

Indian Agent at once.

On receipt of the Principal’s notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry,
consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical
Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board shall, in each other’s
presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of

Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one copy.

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil’s
death.

The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be
permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked
if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be
attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after

the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it.

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprae-
ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him.
A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal
Canadian Mounted or Provinecial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind
might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for
this duty, on the Agent’s recommendation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach

the Department through the Indian Agent's office.

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including
an inquest, which may be required by law

If the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state-
ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum.

Form No. 414,
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A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL
SCHOOL

Al
1. On what date did this pupil fall sick or suffer injury?. ,}’Mﬁ ‘4“ R =

2. At what time of day? g L.

3. When and to whom did he or she report this illness or accident?...

ot G e XA n e

4. What means were taken to afford relief? . /a' g‘ d auwcl a c‘ld-u%!fwu

/4
5. What medicines were used for this purpose and in what dose or quantity? JW”%

‘( ﬂk._ J‘..Jr"{i.ll-u-_ - f‘.{.{if (ra_*/{vh ,.,, *‘./YLH nun.'ﬂ'

4(
6. When was the doctor called? AA—MJ{JA’ é«ﬁ/‘ U i

7. If the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans-

port? . _ﬁlﬁ_fi /_/— g (@CMZ L ‘?/W’;;ﬁ by uw..m A “'“"”1"""“")

8. If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the

school?

9. Add any other useful information here.

g — -

Cn dpt i 4*.;%44‘....75..?%&_...4.'_-—--<~4 Ko d g Alfindunt

wa o R Jor Lerl Sof LRt Koy - fo b Rad-ung oA -

l. ; - j"’ p
% AoaaNnat QA ALAL A Etbs 4') Cu ey ™0 L -

Nore: If the deceased pupil dies in hospital at a distance from the school, under the care of
the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, a clinical report of the patient’s
illness and death in the hospital is to be secured and attached to this memorandum.
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li.S1h&1ﬂEthﬂﬂ1?(IF”TTIE:FHHYHEHCIAHN‘VVI!C)lrlfrﬂﬂﬂIHEI)
THE DECEASED PUPIL

Do you consider that the Principal of the School, and the members of the School staff exer-

cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this pupil?..fﬂa...

Did they follow out your professional instructions?.

If in either respect, you consider them to have been at fault, it is required that you express

your carefully considered views as follows:

Indian Affairs (RG 10 Volume 6461, file 887-23, part 1)
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C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT

1. Having heard and read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you

consider that all essential cireumstances relating to the death of

have been recorded? If not, you are required to add here any further particulars

which strike you as essential.

2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to

the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this School.

2 A0
! ,"’F & n % a LA
(s £ —

v B s et snsissnsissnnsiiisnaniinnasdaarraannges I

Chairman—Indian Agent.
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203-6 Rogers Bldg.,
Vanocouver, B.C.,
September 19, 19305.

3ir:-

1 have the honour to enclose herewlth the
result of an ingquiry into the death of Simon Franois Jefferies,
late pupil of the Sechelt Residential School, who died
following an operation in St.Paul's Hospital, Vancouver, B.C.

The boy's death was no doudbt hastened as
a result of eating green apples but his condition was serious
before that, although he had not reported sick, and the
Sohool 444 all they could for the boy. <The only critiocism
of the school authorities is that siockness is not reported
to the medical officer, Dr.Inglis, quickly enough. A%t the
inquiry Dr.Inglis refsrred to an appendiocitis oase whioh is
st11]l in hospital, where he was not oalled until the boy
was in serious oondition.

1 have reported to the Department in con-
nection with this Sehool and have received routine replies
whioch are unsatisfactory, regarding wholesale diamissals of
the staff by the new Principal. I strongly objeoted to the
action of the Prinoipal in calling for the resignation of
the manual training teacher who was appointed and paid by
the Department and has done excellent work, and this matter
i{s still being batted back and forth, He reports for duty
on the appointed days but so far this term no instruotion has
been given as the Prinoipal will not send the boys to his
class-room. Meanwhile the pupils are without instruction in
the most important part of their curriculum. I mention this
as one incident of the actual harm being done by this
{rresponsible and unwarranted dismissing of employees. Fossibly
we have no say where the inside staff is concerned, but I
think you should be acquainted with the facts. Dr.Inglis
advises me that the Sister who has been nurse in the School
for many years has been replaced in the general shake-up.

The former nurse knew all the Sechelt Indians and their family
histories and Dr.Inglis said he could absolutely trust her
diagnosis of patients and she knew exactly when to eall him,
In the Simon Jefferies' ocase it would have made little or no
difference but the appendicitis case might easily have had
serious consequences and the boy is still in hospital. Dr,.
Inglis says that the former nurse would have recognized the

symptoms immediately but by the time he was oalled, inflammation
had become acgute.

I have never yet been able to obtain any
clear understanding of an agent's duties with regard to
residential schools. Some prinecipals work with the agent

Hll'ou '-l'G‘u. E'q-. H.D.. “diilt-
Deputy Superintendent General
of Indian Affairs, Ottawa.
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eno him $0 inspect the school and sse for
h.:un' what is going on, other prineipals appear to regent
the agent going inte the sehool, or Saking the slightest
interest in 1i%.

I know that t:.- uu:gﬂh:n l:n.:.uu L3
Seshelt Seheol for the eare eof pap s ne en
maintained under the present regime and that net only is eo-

operation lack dut there is & veiled hosatility bdeeoming
-2. and more :::.nn whieh I ean not yet underastand,

The sehool l‘...l‘:': tt&urm c:u.t. from
the Department mere than suffieien (1] oAre ¢ L
11s and I would say that She Departaent's representative
m a right to be eonsulted rather than ignored in matters
affecting the edueation, welfare, safety and general well-
being of the pupils.

I am advised by some of the travelling smles-
men that the amount of their orders for provisions has beean

tly reéunoed sinee Reverend Father Fahlaan sueceeeded
'ﬂ& Father Mai last Tall which would indieate that

the feeding of the ehildren is not up te the former standard,
although I have no definite knowledge of Shis as yet. In the
elinieal report the pupil is shown as "rather 1ll nourished"™
bat I presume the 4disease would ocause that condition.

I feeol that 1t 1is my auty to report these
matteors to you even if I exoeed my authority in doing se, bus

persona I ean not see why these schools should be held
saorosanct and sdove all eoriticiam.

I have the honour to bde,

Sir,
Your obedient servant,

(FodoCeBall).
Indian Agent.
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IMNDIAN AGENT

Y/ S
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I_Hr-nrﬂw OF IND Vi T f

203-6 Ropers Bldge,
Vancouver, B.C.,
September 19, 1930.

_lois?- =ide
X
g %
\ Siri-

@}:‘ I have the honour to enclose herewith the

result of an inquiry into the death of Simon Francis Jefferies,
late pupil of the Sechelt Residential Sehool, who died
following an operation in st .Paul's Hospital, Vancouver, B.Co

The boy's death was no doubt hastened as
a result of eating green apples but his cordition was serious
vefore that, although he had not reported sick, and the
Sehool d4id all they could for the boy. <Jhe only eriticism
of the school authorities is that sickness is no¥% reported
to the medical officer, Dr.Inglis, quickly enough. At the
inquiry Dr.Inglls referred to an appendicitis case which is
sti1l in hospital, where he was notv called until the boy
was in serious conditlon.

T have reported to the Department in con-
nection with this School and have received routine replies
which are unsatisfaciory, regarding wholesale dismissals of
the staff by the new Prineipal. I strongly objected to the
action of the Principal 1in calling for the resignation of
the manual training teacher who was ap ointed and paid by
the Department and has done excellent work, and this matter
{s still being batted back and forth. He reports for duty
on the sppointed days but so Iar this term no instruetion has
been given as the Prineipal will not send the boys to his
slass-room. Meanwhile the pupils are without instrvetion in
the most important part of their curriculum. I mention this
as one incident of the actual harm heing done by this
irresnponsible and unwarranted dismissing of employees. PFossibly
we have no say where the inside staff is8 concerned, but I
think you should be acquainted with the facts. Dr.Inglis
advicses me that the Sister who has been nurse in the School
for many years nas been replaced {n the general shakeé-UpDe.

The former nurse knew all the Sechelt Indians and their family
histories and Dr.Inglis said he sould absolutely trust her
diagnosis of patients and she knew exactly when to oall him,
In the Simon Jefferies' ocase it would have made little or no
Aifference but the appendicitis case might easily have had
serious consequences and the boy 1s atill in hospital. Dr.
Inglis says that the former nurse would have recognized the

symptoms immediately but by the time he was called, inflammation
had hecome acute.

I have never yet been able to obtaln any
clear understanding of an agent's duties with regard to
residential schools. Some principals work with the agent

H&I‘Old "H-LLGGill. Esq-' :-:-D-. and'l!iil
Deputy Superintendent General
of Indian Affairx, Ottawa.
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(2)

and encourage him %0 inspect the gschool and see IOr
himaelt‘whng is going on, other principals appear to resent
the agent going into the school, or taking the slightest

interest in ite.

1 know that the satisfactory standard at
Sechelt School for the care of the pupils has not been
maintained under the present regime and that not only is 0o0=-
operation lacking but there is a velled hostility becoming
more and more apparent which T can not yet understand.

The school receives & generous grant from
the Department more than sufficient to take oare of these
pupils and I would say that the Department's representative
has a right to be consulted rather than ignored in matters
affecting the education, welfare, safety and general well-
being of the pupils.

1 am advised by some of the travelling sales-
men that the amount of their ar ders for provisions has been

greatly reduced sinoe Reverend Father Fahlman succeeded
Reverend Father Maillard 1ast Fall which would {indicate that

the feeding of the children 1s not up to the former standard,
although I have no definite knowledge of this as yetl. In the
slinical report the pupil is shown as "pather 111 nourished"

but I presume the disease would cause that condition.

I feel that it is my auty %o report these
matters to you even if I exceed my authority in aoing so, but

personally I can not see why these schools should be held
saocrosanct and above all eriticiam.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your cbedient servant,

EBnclosures:-

(FoJ.C.Ball).
B/IM, Indian Agent.
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September £Zrd, 1925,

Deayr Mr, Blll.

Your letter of the 1l9th. Jeptember enclosing
report on the inquiry into the death of Elaon Francis
Jefferies was received this morning.

I have read your letter and the enclosed
report and have marked them to the Schools and Medical

Dranches for attention,

Yours very truly,

) -
Mﬂ “ A é‘h‘/

L]

i

Deputy Buperintendent General.

Fe Jo Co Ball’ h’Qc’
Indian Agent,

Vanecouver 3 B.C,
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DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Memorandum of an inquiry into the cause and circumstances of the death of

Muyaes (//E}Oé’- e sy FUE I /5.9/

of the W Indian Residential School at
o .
who died at Mu ) /[iﬂzo SM(plnce) on /‘?%//M 19 3.7
/7

INSTRUCTIONS

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Principal is required to inform the

Indian Agent at once.

On receipt of the Principal’s notice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry,
consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical
Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board shall, in each other’s
presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of

Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one copy.

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil’s

death.

The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be
permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked
if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be
attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after

the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it.

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac-
ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him.
A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal
Canadian Mounted or Provincial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind
might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for
this duty, on the Agent’s recommendation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach

the Department through the Indian Agent's office.

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or prevent, any other inquiry, including
an inquest, which may be required by law

If the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the stafe-

ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum.

Form No. 414.
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A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL
SCHOOL

1. On what date did this pupil fall sick or suffer injury?.. / /?/ 'If /aﬂ'v""’b s 7 ‘9 /

2. At what time of day?.. . . %"Mit o 7

3. When and to whom did he or she report this illness or accident?....
/ ?La/{ Ctthe....| f’//’a_[ww 7;”

4. What means were taken to afford relief? ... *' b Ao 'M

5. What medicines were used for this purpose and in what dose or quantity? ... ...

. When was the doctor called?. /24{ fﬂ/&\/ /193 7 ...............................................

. If the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trans-
port? ..
. If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the

school? ..;CDMW

. Add any other useful information here.

Nore: If the deceased pupil dies in hospital at a distance from the school, under the care of
the physician or surgeon who attends him at the hospital, a clinical report of the patient’s
illness and death in the hospital is to be secured and attached to this memorandum.
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13.EHP!TTTEB&IENFPIDH?TPPIE:PHHEISJ(ILAJQ'VVI*C)£l1TTTEDI[HEI)
THE DECEASED PUPIL

M/ /(/!«43/*’? pﬁ'?éf/tvaﬂ—'

The contributory cause of death was. /:Ar /

Do you consider that the Principal of the School, and the members of the School staff exer-

cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this pupil?

. " 4 2
Did they follow out your professional instructions?.. ’%&0

S

If in either respect, you consider them to have been at fault, it is required that you express

your carefully considered views as follows:
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C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT

1. Having heard and read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you

consider that all essential circumstances relating to the death of

/O‘C ............................................................

have been recorded? ?"-’ ~ If not, you are required to add here any further particulars

which strike you as essential.

2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to

the Department in relation to the health or safety of the pupils of this School.
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/677§

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
C AN A D A Ty i My b5 E'JT

416 Dominion Public Bldg.,
Vancouver, B. C.
February 4th 1937.

Sir:

I beg to enclose herewith the usual form covering
the death of a pupil in Sechelt Residential School. Although
there were no deaths at the School for a long period, there
have been five since the entire staff, from Principal to
Janitor, was changed two years ago. A Board of Inquiry
shows that each pupil died a natural death and received
attention in the School sick ward after he or she had reported
sick.

The Board is unable to obtain sufficient data pre-
vious to the pupil reporting sick, to make any recommendations.

Some time after the Inquiry in a previous case it
was reported, and I believe can be substantiated, that the
boy who died of tuberculosis¥as punished a month or so before
he died by being forced to hop on one leg up and down the
school yard in spite of his protests that he was in pain. In
the present case, the father of the boy said he had been told
that the boy was seen at the sochool window ealling for him
and was slapped for it the day before he died. This was denied
by the school authorities and could not be corroborated.

The mental attitude of both pupils and parents towards
the School is very unfavourable and complaints are continually
being made. One of the parents, whose son was the pupil who
died of tuberculosis, handed me the enclosed letter written
by another son at the School. I 4o not place much confidence
in such letters, but I feel sure that a number of changes should
be made at the Sehool, but unless definitely instructed to do
so, will not make any recommendations, as the "investigation"
held by the Reverend Father Scannell and Mr.Assistant Commission-
er Perry possibly did more harm than good as it was based on
several erroneous premises.,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

_—Z}Zeé’?}ﬁ ool

(F,J.C.Ball)
Indian Agent.

B/DH.,

I'he Secretary,
Indian Affairs Branch,
OTTAWA.
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Dear B8ir:

The Department is in receipt of
your letter of the 4th instant, enclosing a
memorandum into the cause and cirocumstances of
the death of Moses Joe, No. 166, of the Secholt
Indian Residential School.

Ve have also noted the contents of
your letter and oconsider that you are not satis-

fied with the n.nafmut of the Sechelt Resi-
dential BSochool. gopy of your letter is being
forwarded to Indian Commissioner MacKay, and he
is being requested to fully investigate the
complaints which you have recelved.

Yours truly, 2
|

/1’ /{/ ‘l' R. L. MacInnes,
{ fe i Seoretary.

. 0. Ball, Eeq.,
Indian t

416 Dominion Publie Bldg.,
Vanocouver, B.C,
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REFORT FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 19237, ON VANCOUVIR AGENOCY.
X p 4 X

D
IJII

On the 20th the death of a pupil took place
at Sechelt Residential School, and the usual investigation
was held. This school was operated for several years without
a death, but there have been five since an entirely new staff
was placed there two years ago. The former Sister Matron
had had many years of nursing service among two generations
of Sechelt lndians and knew their family medical histories.
This was valuable information when pupils reported sick, and
the medical officer has said that he trusted her diagnosis
as muoch as his owm. There are still many bitter complaints
from the Indian parents, as to the treatment of the pupils
at the school, and I am afraid it may end with some untoward
incident. On my last visit to the reserve, the Indians stated
they were going to hire "the best lawyer in Vancouver" to
investigate the school, as soon as they earned enough money

from logging and fishing.
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