Indian Affairs
School Files

(RG 10, Volume 6259)

Brandon Residential School - United
Church - Admissions & Discharges.
1941 - 1946

Brandon Residential School - United
Church - Admissions & Discharges.
1946 - 1950

Brandon Residential School - United
Church - Admissions & Discharges.

1950 - 1952

Brandon Residential School - United
Church - Livestock. 1938 - 1042

Brandon Residential School - United
Church - Boy Scout Brigade. 1917

Brandon Residential School - United
Church - High School Pupils. 1931 -
1946

Brandon Residential School - United
Church - Deaths of Pupils. 1940 -
1049
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PRINCIPAL

The B8Secretary,

Department of Mines & Resources,
Indian Affairs Branch,

Ottawa, Canada,

Dear Sir;

I deeply regret to have to report that Henry Swanson, of
Nelson House No, 464 who was taken to the hospital about

two weeks ago died yesterday afternoonm amd is being buried
to dayo

I am
Yours respectfully,

9. 00 o ta,

Prinocipal,

. Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6259, file 576 23, part 1)
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Reverend Sir:

The rtment has received your
letter of the fnd tant, advising us of the
death of Henry Swanson, pupil No. 484 of the
Brandon Indisn Residential School. I enclose
a lu¥p1y of forms, one of whieh should be
completed when a pupil of the Brandon Behool
dies in the school or in & hospital immediately
following his transfer from sechool.

Yours truly,

Philip Phelan
Chief, Training Division.

Reverend J. A. Doyle, D.D.,
Prineipal,

Indian Residential Sehool,
Brandon, Manitoba.

Indian Affairs., (RG 10, Volume 6259, file 576-23, part 1)
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PLEASE QUOTE

CANADA me 209-11B
DEPARTMENT

or

MINES axo RESOURCES 1153'3

INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH
538 Dominion Public Building,
Winnipeg, Manitoba,
') April 21, 1949,
A &
| A

W EGIS LA
AIRMAIL

~

Indian Affaire Branch,
Department of Mines and Resources,
Ottawa, Ontario.

1 am enclosing herewith a report on
the investigation into the death of Roderick Beardy,
pupil No. 611, of the Brandon Indian Res idential
Sechool, on Saturday, April 16, 1949.

This boy fell off a tractor and was
accidentally killed, and as Mr. Hamilton was away
paying treaty I went down and held the investigation.
This death was purely acecidental and no one could be
blamed.

In the case of a death of this nature
in a sechool, does the Department or the school pay
the funeral expenses? I would like some information
along these lines, 8O if anything like this happens
in the future I will know what to do. Other cases
I have haniled at other schools have been paid by
the school without any question. However, Mr. Strapp
stated he had no more %o do with the boy, as once he
ig dead he i® off their register and our responsibility.

A
s A

/ onal Supervisor of
& Indian agencies.

Indian Affairs, (RC 10, Volume 6259, file 576-23, part 1)
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DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Memorandum of an inquiry into the cause and circumstances of the death of

_ W o MO AP sneeisiagioniinniy DN N0 // ......
Indian Residential School at fe?7 "2 oo M,

who died at \S‘M ?‘m ..(place) on LEBALL [/ é . 194“";

INSTRUCTIONS

When a pupil of an Indian Residential School dies, the Principal is required to inform the

Indian Agent at once.

On receipt of the Prinecipal’s netice the Indian Agent shall convene a Board of Inquiry,
consisting of himself as Chairman, the Principal of the Residential School, and the Medical
Officer who attended the deceased pupil. These members of the Board shall, in each other’s
presence, complete this memorandum, which shall then be forwarded to the Department of

Indian Affairs, Ottawa, in one copy.

The Board of Inquiry shall, if at all practicable assemble within 48 hours of the pupil’s
death.

The parents or guardians of the deceased pupil shall be given notice of this inquiry and be
permitted to attend it or to send a representative. They or their representative shall be asked
if they wish to make a statement. In the event of their so wishing, their statement shall be
attached to the report. The inquiry, however, shall not be delayed more than 72 hours after
the time at which it would otherwise be held, to enable them to attend it.

If the Indian Agent is located at such a distance from the school as to make it imprac-
ticable for him to attend the Board, he shall request a responsible local resident to act for him.
A suitable person for this duty would be a Justice of the Peace or a member of the Royal
Canadian Mounted or Provinecial Police. A more or less permanent arrangement of this kind
might be necessary in some cases. The Department is prepared to pay a reasonable fee for
this duty, on the Agent’s recommendation. The report of the Board, in any case, must reach
the Department through the Indian Agent’s office.

This inquiry is not designed to take the place of, or preveﬁt, any other inquiry, including
an inquest, which may be required by law

If the pupil died as the result of an accident, the Indian Agent is required to take the state-
ments of the witnesses of the accident, and attach them to this memorandum.

Form No. 414.

Indian Affairs., (RGC 10, Volume 6259, file 576-23, part 1)

o o -
».-

PUGLIC ARCHIVES mmves PUBLI@L& , 2 IQJ

T

GOP




A. STATEMENT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF THE RESIDENTIAL B. STATEMENT OF THE PHYSICIAN WHO ATTENDED
SCHOOL : THE DECEASED PUPIL

1. On what date did thia pupil fall sick or suffer injury? el N . (SALA.,
2. At what time of day?..@Aerscd. M B0 L.

3. When and to whom did he or she report this illness or ma«tt.@%..m,,,

4. What means were taken to mdulkﬂ

8. What medicines were used for this purpose and in what dose or quantity? Do you consider that the Principal of the School, and the members of the School staff exer-

cised reasonable care and judgment in regard to the illness and death of this pupil?..%@ﬂ..,.

B o Did they follow out your professional instructions?.. & A% Ya . = .

6. Vbn}ra;ye dmwrcnlledrg/dﬁ-mw

7. 1f the pupil was removed to hospital, at what time was this done and by what means of trane-

If in either respect, you consider them to have been at fault, it is required that you express

[ e R 5 re TR P PO Ty e G SRRl M, B o Fe i el TR o T e e your carefully considered views as follows:

8. If the pupil was not removed to hospital, what measures were taken for his or her care at the

9. Add any other useful information here.

(O ahod W E 4 4.. WW&# Lt
3 lﬁ(,(a...c e o, éﬁﬁwm/{u@ e

MMMA«“M 4 L% astilit Sfomur
PRI Uy e tud cngbrrest
MWM% K@A/Mwﬂmﬁ’

the pl:yaieinn or surgeon who a.ttmdl hlm at tvhe hocpital. & clinical report of the patient's
illness and death in the horp:tm is to be eecured aad uttlohed to this memorandum.

&@W

Indian Affairs. (RC 10 \"olume 6259, file 576-2?, part l)
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C. STATEMENT OF INDIAN AGENT

1. Having heard and read over the statements of the Principal and the Physician, do you

have been recorded? ... 1f not, you are required to add here any further particulars

which strike you as essential.

... AGeReY.. We have.several day schools. at this.point.and

“_,th&q_b93m§nQQldmﬂ§Y§r_hﬁYﬁmbeﬁnmaanﬁminjémbaardinsmaahgnl.

2. In this space record any recommendations which the Board consider should be made to

- the Department in relation to the bhealth or safety of the pupils of this Sehool.

This death. was purely. aceidental... This boy.went. for.a. .
walk towards. the. field and he. jumped. on.the. tractor. to. .
.have a ride home. and. fell. off end the wheel went over. .

.......... him andkilled. him,. . These.boyse. have been warned not.to. .

ride on the tractor.

"hairman—Indian Agent.

Indian Affairs. (RC 10, Volume 6259, file 576-23, part 1)
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28th April, 1949.

Mr., R.e, D.u'.

Regional Supervisor of
Indian Agencies,

538 Dominion Publiec Bldg.,
Winnipeg, Manitoba.

We have your letter of the 2lst
instent enclosing a memorandum of inquiry
into the cause and circumstances of the
death of Roderick Beardy, No. 611, Brandon
Indian Residential 3cheol. The contents
of the memorandum and your letter have been
noted,

When a pupil dies at an Indian
Residential School, it has always been the
policy for the school to provide funeral
expenses,

Bernard ¥, Ty,
Supt, of Indi Bducation

e Wiin s

Indian Affairs. (RC 10, Volume 6250, file 576-23, part 1)
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, May 11th, 1949.

Colonel Neary
Supts of Education

Please note attached report from the Royal Canadian
Nounted Police concerning the accidental death of Roderick Beardy
at the Indian Residential School, Brandon, Manitoba,

Your consideration of this case is invited with a
view to any preventive action that might be taken against a
repetition of occurrences of this kind at this or other schools.

There is no actual legal qubstion involved, but it
seems to me that great care should be taken by the residential
school authorities to see that young boys are not exposed to

accidents through operating machinery of this kind,

I assume that the Principal of the Brandon Indian
Residential School is the same My, O, B. Strapp, vhom I met on
several occasions at the MNMount Elgin Schoecl.

Indian Affairs. (RC 10, Volume 6259, file 576-23, part 1)

PULLIC ARCHIVES ¥ ARCHIVES PUBLICLES r VZ./?

CANADA E ; ) )
x . 5;1“! | C 0 /D

o




v’

P ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

HEADQUARTERS

Bu-ru-Na.iame§§Ir§:I-5 / Orrawa._ April 30, 1949.

4/
YOUR FILE NO, ... .oiinnnisnsnmnsnsassens

To: The Director, Inflian Affairs Branch,
Department of Mines and Resources, OTTAWA .

Report dated Brandon, Man., 20-4-49,
forwarded for your information, re Roderick BRARDY , Accidental
Death, Indian Residential School, Brandon, Man.

minal Investigation Branch,

Indian Affairs. (RC 10, Volume 6259, file 576-23, part 1)
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o W DIVISION FIM » 3 Wedhmir &

DIVISION ‘ SUB-DIVISIO DETACHMENT v JLliws BLOULS
T 1 soufleal ‘o .

PROVINCE ILIITO“ DATE M

s OF
1R nodertek Badign, 7.5, Jndlan Nesidestisl tohosl,' WFREME, Man,
511164 An Traeter Accldent.

) On the 16=i9 5 enll wag reveived from the
hﬂd’ Hegldsatlal sehoel, Brasdon, Mal,

™ tely 12.00 Seom sdvising Shat a bey

ak St point had besn falaily ed in & Sraoter acclident

and requested th:% & membor of foree wttond, In view

of the above ianforwstien v, P.U, ROENTH N, Coroner,

was aotirffied and secompanied She puirel to the Indiun -ehes

HEADQUARTERS

Sus-DiVISION

g Te in 1anee with sxisting lastructiong She
Me -/ 3 fol infornsiion 1s subsittsd im Whls
eonaan Sian,

DETACHMENT m..{.’...:...nomd BEARDE,

te) EE-:- e e e Rogtointted Seheed,
33 i‘i'.:'..?.. date of genth.. :‘;)"-x:gl'n.n. of
Hanitoba, Approxis-tely 11,350 %o 11.0%
oK

mnmmmwmnyﬁ:in. :2&?!
soataelaed and immediat rec
= stcident bad cocursed, Om

DiArRY DATE
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576-23 (E.1l)

May 0th, 1949.

Rev, O0.B,. Strapp,
Principal,

Brandon Indian Res., School,
Brandon, Manitobe.

Dear Mr, Strepp:

e have recently received a report from
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police regarding the
accidental death of Roderlick Beardy.

However, we have not received from you a
copy of the regular form which the principal of a
residential school is expected to forwerd to
this Department when a papil dies at the school.
T enclosé two copies of this form and 1t would
be appreciated if you would complete and retarn
one of them at the earliest possible date.

We would also appreciate your advising
what steps you are taking to prevent a simllar
accident in the future,

Yours sincerely,

Philip Phelen
Chief, Education D{viaion

—Indign Affairs. (RGC 10, Volume 62590,

—
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T84
The Indian Residential School

Phow 2838 - Srandon, Manitoba

' )
(L
THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA
EV. O. B, STRAPP, PRINCIPAL
ROr.

o ' H— “i;d/
Mr. Philip Phelan, ‘ June 4.1949.
Chief, kducation Division,

Indiun Affairs Bramneh.
Ottawa,. Ont.

DEPARTNENT OF MINES AND RESOURCES
INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH

676-23 (K.I.)

Dear Mr. Phelan;

I do mot know juat why the complete
report omn this acchdent has mot yet reached your office.

Within an hour after the accident I had motified Mr. W.
Young of Griswold, Mam.,who is the nearest Indian Agent.
Mr. Young comtasted Mr., Hamiltom and telephoned me that
Mr.Davis,K Regional Supervisor would convene the board of
Ainquirey about 10.00 A.M.on Tuesday April 19,1949,

Mr. Davis and Mr. Young visited the school &nd conduc ted

the inquirey and Mr. Davis after making inquirey from the
undertaker as to the oost of casket and box (62.00) gave
instrustion that the fumeral should be conducted that after-
noon,in the eemetery looated on the school property.

I had eompleted the preseribed form #414 and Mr.Davis took
it away with him.

It was felt that the matter was an accident in which the
human fee tor was responsible and both R.C.M.P. and the
Coronor were satisfied that it apparently was unavoidable
under the circumstances. The boy was riding on the traector
contrary to instruotions and it is obviously impossible

to have an instrustor always with every boy on the farm.
In some manner unkmowm to the other boys he fell off and
Was orushed be the rear wheel of the tractor. Death was
instantaneous.

over.

Indian Affairs. (RC 10, Volume 6259, file 576-23, part 1)
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I regret that you have not yet received the report but I

bhave ssted throughout ascordimg to the instruc tions given

by Mr. Davis and as he has 20t given me & eopy of his report
0 Indian Affairs I am umable to0 say what his recommendations,

if any, wWere.

I remain,

Yours truly,

Prinoipql.

“_19di§n Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6259, file 576-23, part 1)
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576-23 (E.l)

June 1llth, 1949.

Rev, 0.B. Strapp,
Principal,

Brendon Residenti al School,
Brandon, Manitoba.

Dear Mr. Strapp:

We have your letter of the Lth
instant with reference to the death of
Roderick Beardy.

We find that we recelived the Memorsandum
of Enquiry into the cause and ¢i roumstances of
the death of this boy from Regional Supervisor
Davis on April 21st. When I wrote you, the
memorandum had been flaced on the wrong file.

Sincerely yours,

Philip Fhelan
Chief, Educat ion Division

Indian Affairs. (RC 10, Volume 6259,

file 576-23, part 1)
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REV. A. i WMITH, D.D.

._Indian Affairs, (RC 10, Volume 6259,

576 ~ A&
Board of Home Missions vev.axonae sone, o

The Mnited Chureh of Ganada REV, MALCOLM €. MACDONALD, D.D.

ASSOCIATE SECRETARY

REV. JOHN R. LENG, B.A., B.D.
299 QUEEN ST. WEST : \66 ,
TORONTO 2 B, ONTARIO ‘L::)‘ : ASSISTANT SECRETARY

Attention: Colonel B,F, Neary, June 10th,
S ntendent of Ed i 1 94 9,

Indian Affairs Braneh,
Department of Mines and Resources,
Ottawa, Ontario.

Dear Colonel Neary: Re: Brandon Residential School

Mr. Strapp has written to say that a pupil,
Roderick Beardy, died following an accident., There was an
enquiry held by Mr, Davis and Mr, Young, after which Mr. Davis
gave instructions to proceed with the funeral, Now, the ques-
tion is -~ who is going to pay the expenses? It may be quite
satisfactory from the Department's standpoint to state that
"when a pupil dies at an Indian residential school, it has
always been the policy for the school to provide funeral ex-
penses.” If so, it is time there was a new policy set up.

The per capita which we receive to cover
the expenses of the pupil ceases the day he dies, and I think
that, that being so, your Department is responsible for dealing
with the body after the pupil dies, or else continuing the per
capita, We are only authorized to expend money which we receive,

Now, it is a question of who is going to pay
the $62.00 for the cost of the funeral, As a matter of fact,
the point is -~ who ordered the funeral?

Perhaps, you would look into this matter and
let me know what can be done, because, certainly, the Brandon
School has no founds available to pay funeral expenses. I
shall be glad to hear from you,

Yours ainooroly,/

file 576-23, part 1)
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CANADA PLEASE QUOTE
DEPARTMENT FILE
(o]
MINES ano RESOURCES

INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH

OTTAWA

June 17%th

Memorand um:

U‘E( D . :u - ;idtc }.“IILY

Indian Residential School

the contents of Doctor Dorey's
letter of «

#hen & pupil dies at an Indlan Residentlial
School, it has always been our practice to require
the school management to provide funeral expenses,
if they are unable to obtain same from parents or
other relatives,

Evidently Doctor Dorey feels that this
practice should be chhngad Colonel Neary suggested
that I bring Doctor Dorey's letter to your attentlon
and if you wish to discuss the matter further with
me, I will be pleased to come to your office at any
time,

L oar~

Philip Phelan,
Chief, &ducsetion Division

Indian Affairs. (RC 10, Volume 6259, file 576_23, part 1)
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576-23(E.1)

, June 29, 1949

Rev, 0.B, Strapp,
Prinecipal,

Brandon Residential School,
Brandon, Manitoba.

Dear My, Strapp!
Re: The late Roderick Beardy

We are advised by Doctor Dorey that the amount of
$62.00 was expended providing funeral expenses for the
above mentioned boy who was accidentally killed at the
Brandon Reeldential School.

Plesce forward to this office the certified voucher
in dunlicate covering exnenses incurred and payment will
be made to the Brandon School,

Youres truly,

Philip Phelan,
Chiefr, Educetion “ivielon,

.India.n Affairs. (RC 10, Volume 6259, file 576-23, part 1)
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576-23(E,1)

» June 29, 1949

Rev, George Dorey, D.D.,
Secretary

Board of Home Migsions,

The United Church of Canada,
299 Queen St, West,

Toronto 2B, Ontario,

Dear Dr, Dorey:

We received your letter of June 10th with reference
to the funeral exnenses of the late foderick Beardy,

It 1s noted that the expenditure incurred amounted
to $62.00 and Rev, Mr, Strapp hae been requested to
forward the account to this office for payment,

Yours truly,

Philio PhelaB
Chiefr, ®“ducation

iviaion.
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