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WHEREAS, the Edmonton we know today has been a traditional
gathering place for Aboriginal peoples for thousands of yeats, a place
where activities of trade and commerce, ceremony and celebration,
treaty making and governance have formed the very foundations for
our community;

'AND WHEREAS, the city of Edmonton is a municipality within

Traditional Treaty 6 territory and a meeting place for many First
Nations, Métis, Inuit people, who join together with people from
every corner of the globe, and it’s these differences and diversity that
bind us together in a shared enterprise of building a stronger city;

AND WHEREAS, the people of Edmonton have begun to learn and
fully understand how the history of Aboriginal peoples was impacted
by the residential schools system, thanks in part to the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission of Canada and 1ts mandate to reveal the
truths of what happened in these schools;

AND WHEREAS, the history of residential schools 1s, for many, one
of pain, trauma and gross mnjustice and we must make ongoing and
concerted efforts to remember residential schools, bear witness to the
truth and begin a shared journey of reconciliation;

AND WHEREAS, reconciliation 1s a step forward in helping to
change the course of our current relations with each other, create a

~common future with shared dreams and aspirations of a civil and just

society, and to use the painful legacy of residential schools to spatk a
nationwide call for collective action;

THEREFORE I, MAYOR DON IVESON, WITH THE .
UNANIMOUS DECLARED SUPPORT OF EDMONTON
CITY COUNCIL, TAKE THE EXTRAORDINARY MEASURE
TO PROCLAIM MARCH 28, 2014 — MARCH 27, 2015 AS THE
“YEAR OF RECONCILIATION” IN EDMONTON,
ALBERTA’S CAPTTAIL, CITY.

Dated this 28" day of March, 2014
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