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alfe e Me nte r/fhﬁ fotie y - W2 o
dommissioner of Indian Affairs,
(Fididimn yom u,fy o
v ke oFadan Commissiona, orih-West Territories,
DIA’,"I»I, .‘-"(h‘?f.’ @ "

{ '/f/m' r..lh.', 30th. Novemheﬁilfl

Sir,

I have the honour to report, for the information of the

*Department,, the following matters which received my attention
in the course of a visit which, leaving here on the 10th.
inst:, I proceeded to make to St. Joseph's Industrial School,

the Sarcee and the Blackfool Agencies.

“
A
v
A
:E\ At the St. Joseph's School, as Department is aware,

there has been an outbreak of typhoid fever, and I found, al=-
though a number had reecovered, there were E'iva children still
suffering. However no fears are enter ‘d as to Lhe recovey
of these, with the exception of one case, in which camplica-
tions render the issue doubtful.

The patients were being eanfortably tended in a little
detached hospital, Owing to the strain on the accommoedation,
caused, es Department is aware, by the admission of pupils,

| in the expectation of funds being provided for more building,-
in greater numbers than would otherwise have been the case,
some healthy boys had to sleep in the hospital, but they were
not in the patients' room, ad none of them caught the fever.

In consequence of this lack of accommodation, the uncom-

jfart‘able condition of the wash-house, the absolute dearth of

! any

The Deputy of the
Supt. Gen'l of Indian Affairs,

0t awa.
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any place wherein to dry clothes during the winter, and the
fact that the school room is the only one in whicht he boys
oan assemble for recreation, or any other purpose, I auth-
origed the erection of a new building, ( the plan and speci-
fications for which will be duly transmitted to the Depart=-
ment), not to exceed a cost of $1000.00, for which there is
provision in the current year's appropriation.

The ground floor of # is building is intended Lo serve
as a play room for the boys this winter, and the uppor story
for drying clothes.

The lower flat of this building I would propose should
be used next yoar as a oarpenter's shop, (because a larger
one than that now existing is urgently required), and the
upper flat for the shoemaker's shop.

The present work shop would then be utilized for the

J
abrds now kept in the main building, and ocoupying room whi ch

can very ill be spared for the purposes In the interim it
| might be well to use part of the new building for a store
housoz-(and, by doing this, I think the urgent need of more
sleeping accommodation would be sufficiently met for the
presant.s

I had intended to have the employoes' house, which was
too cold for winter ns it was, brick veneered, for part of
which there are bricks on hand. Finding however, the seasm
so far advanced as to render it inad isable to proceed with
such work, I decided to defer it until next summer, and mean-
while gave instructions to have the house well banked up, and
authorized the purchase of same lumber to ceil it, which
measures, I anticipate, will make it fairly canfortable for

the
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the winter.

I feel confident h at, could more accammodation be authe
origod, which however I am quite aware is not possible at
present, no difficulty would be experienced with regard to
increasing the number of pupils.

Some few matters I required to direct the Principal's
attention to, such as the necessity for keeping the boys, the

school room and other parts of the premises more tidy.

||1~"~ Q."r (‘ The Department is aware of the correspondence which has
&4 \-(K‘
A H & \)
l\r, .1.'-
~¥

teken place rolative to the need of securing hay lands, and
I may here point eut that, unless such lends be secured, it
will not only be impossible for the school to ri se beef for
its own supply, but even to keep enough of cows to provide
the quantity of milk required. Unless these Institutions ean
be made self maintaining in such respects, there is no sppar-

ent prospect of the expenditure on them ever being materially

\Feduced.

for
Perhaps something may be dene by the growth of cormn HBE

ensilage, and this will be tried, but, as lhis will be the
first experiment in that directien, in the Western country,
it remains to be seen what, if any, success may attend ite
After leaving the school, I visited the Sarcee Agency,
and found most of the Indians absent on hunting expeditions,
or making visits.
As some of the hunters of the Stamies were caming in,
I instructed .hat the Pay Sheets be kept open until the end of
the current menth, te allow of their being paid their amui-

Lies.

I saw

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 3865, File 84,813)

-
PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES ﬂﬁ
CANADA




(4) 814815

I saw some of the Stonies' cattle, but not all, as I
could not get mcross the rivers

I found fhat, in pursuance of instructions, the system
of olose herding, whie: has proved so successful at the Pieg-
an Agency, had been adopte.'., and am glad to say thai theve is
excellent prospect of equally good resultss I gave instruct-
ions that, in addition to the close herding by Indians, the
Farmer should visit and inspeet the herd once or if possible
twice each week.

For the encouragement of the Indians, and to show them
the value of stock raising, I authoriged the sale of a few

J '\ steers, stipulating that either the whole or part of the pro-

J
\

' oeeds, ss the Indians might themselves decide, should be ex-

}“

‘Y"Wnded in the purchase of young heifers, so that the herd

; ;f{'—"v""’: j“tould eventually gain numerically by the transaction.

I trust that I succeeded in making arrangements which
will result in getting these Indlans to work more, in such

directions as sawing wood and improving their houses and so
forth, when on their Reserve, and I have told the Farmer that
as with the Crees, same work must be expfacted in return for
assistance given thems

I was pb ased to find thai these Indians are much ine-
tierested in the sheep given to them, and promptlly destroy any
of their dogs which attempt to worry them, and it has fre-
quently occurred to me that could other Indiens in the Treaty
be got to take a similar interest in sheep, it would provide
the much needed method of getting rid of the packs of dogs,
whose existence constitutes a nuisance, if not a positive

evils

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 3865, File 84,813)

S

PUBLIC ARCBIV% ﬂ%
—“dl-— -




(5)
S48104

evil.
A I pmoaeegh from Calgary to the Blackfoot Agency, and found
the Indians clamorous in their requests for implements and
L“ r: "hnmess to enable them tofarm. This desire to work is very
1 laudsble and deserving of all encouragement, but I hardly see
l"‘ﬂ\ab be yond the raising of roots and a few oats, much success
| 18 likely to attend agricultural operations on their part.

In vhat direction to find the solution of the problem
regarding finding useful and profitable employment for these
Indians, instead of demoralizing them by eotinuing to treat
them as paupers, has exercised me gmatly, but, so far, I
have not been able to think of anything, excepting, as I have
already recammendsd to the Department, the furnishing of cal-
tle, with a view to stock raising and its kindred industries.

I have instructed the Agent to hire a white man Lo acoom~
pany a small party to the timber limits, for the purpose of
getting out logs and railse This party, if all works well,
to be largely augmented later on, and provisions to be drawn
from the farm at Morley.

I propose to make these Indians, as well as the Stmies,
supply themselves with fence rails, instead of using wire.

A new seam of coal has been opened, and the coal seems
to me equal to that turned out from the Galt mine.

As Department is aware they have supplied the St. Jos-
eph's Industrial School and we have had some of their coal
here, which has given satisfaction. I have ordered another
car load, and, in fact, the mining may be said to be turning

ouli a success.

For
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For the convenience of Department's files, I have ro~
t‘“f pi'emd to two sibjects, viz: Bstablishment of a scheol at
\n;"’\i *Mree Bull's Village®, and the possible employment of a num-
'. {ber of Blackfoot Indians in the N. W. M. Police Force, in
rp" the form of Memoranda, attached to this Report.

f !
vl
A
s

I have the honour to be,
8ir,
Your obedient servant,
L--?L?CC.((I

Commi ssioner.
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