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June 13th, 1927,

Dear Mr. Lawlor,

Ve returned from our trip last week
after an enjoyable and useful Journey. You will
remenber our conversation at “hubenacadie amd the
Minister would like you to prepare our report on the
forus which we were discussings The aoreage, improves
ments including feneing, and the price should all
be weantioned, I should like to have the report at
an early date,

With kind regards, I am,

™

Yours very truly,
* a #
a‘ “ “," <.
oA

o ' "Doputy Superintendent General.
D, B, Lawlor, Isq.,
Indian Agent,

Shubenacadie, H.S,

ndian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6056, file 265«9, part 1)

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

CANADA




‘.? -
& UL @

Indian Affairs itce

resident of this distriet,I was much ;
ort that an Inst _tution Zfor the hetter education
of Indions was to be located here.
w recent brief visit could not give you the heast

wt L d
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Dear Mr. Oass,~

I have to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 9th instant, addresced to
Honourable Charles Stewars, with reference to
the proposed Indian Residential School in Nova
Scotia.

In weply I beg to state that while the
site of the school has not yet been decided upon

we are giving close attention to the matter.

Yours very trul.”
ﬁf ,. / dee f/

A/

.-l‘ .

?hput.y Superintendent General.

Robert Oass, BEsy.,
Shubenacadie, N.B.
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|'SI!EA&YET $£ LE T_EU
'Hon. Oharles Stewart Réturns

From Maritimes Trip

Ottawa, June 8-<The site far the
new Indlan boarding school in Nova

| Heotim will not be deel 11 ALl
a further lnvg;tigaﬂon ‘15’1 ma e, de-

clared Hon. Charles Stewart, Min-
{ster of the Interior, today, who hag
just rveturned from a trip o thel
Maritimes, Ah mlmberl- of hlu;!,v;
loeatinng for the schools weve |
apbcted by Mr. Btoiffr% in the co6
of his visitcin Nova Scotla.
The work of moving the Iudians
from outside the llmits of Sydney,
N.H2, and placing them upon the new
reserves there wag procgeding very
satisfactorlly, stateda "Mr, Stewart,
He hoped that in the course of 1he
ummer a!l the Indians would e
oved to the new location, com-
tably housed, with school accoms=
datlons provided on the reserve.
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Copy

Shubenacadie, N. 8, ,June 6th,,1927,

A. J. Boyé, Esq.,
Superintendent Indian Affairs W, 8.,
Cannes, C, B,

Dear Mr. Boyd:=-

I was pleased to learn that through your
effort there is a likelihood of an institution for Indians
veing established here, and regret that I did not at the
time know of your visit,

I do not wish to butt in anywhere, but I
presume that the first thing in your mind is a suitable
location, at a reasonable price, for the popularIfy of the
movement will depend much omn the location.

I need not say to you that Shubenacadie
village situate on the C. N, Ry. and on the main highway
from Halifax to Truro, exactly in the centre of the Province,
the best farming community in the Province, with excellent
connection by Rail, Main highway, Stages, Telegraph and
Telephone with all parts must be a desirable location ,gnd
the Indian Reserve of some 1800 acres is only five miles
distant,

As a lifelong resident of the place, and
for many years past Appraiser for the Canada Permanent
Corporation I have perhaps a better knowledge of the farms
here, and their values than others could have, AND I have
no axe to gring.

I do know however if you can secure &
suitable location and build this institution near our Town,
and clcse to Ry Depot, Post Office, Tel and Tel offices
Churchee etc that it would mean much to the appearance and
popularity of the Institution, and to the future of this
Town.

T can well believe tmat a location on the
main highway with a good elevation, ample water supply and
opportunity for sewerage and with a good view would be the
ideal, and several such can be obtained here, within + mile
of the Ry. Depoy and Post Office.

While I repeat, That I have no axe to grind,
and my first thought is the Best interests of the institution
and this Town and community, I beg to say that I have one of
the finest farms in the Province, within sight of the Town,
less than 4 mile from Ry Depot, on the main highway, at a
good elevation overlooking the Shubenacadie River and in full
view from the Railway, most excellent situation, splendid
soil, about two weeks earlier than most farms, ample water
supply for an institution and sewerage easily available, 32
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acres of the renowned Shubenacadie Riv
vated of ¥

prolific and easily culti
a continual annual crop O
orcard, & splendid flat
grounds, & large barn capable
and storing 150
judgement it wou

f hay

1 only bought farm last

rather neglect
vut I expect i
hay besides

ed, but cut 120

o ther crops.

The whole farm ¢C
1 would sell the front or cult
200 acres and retain the rear

Now all this does
no axe to grind: But the fact
anxious to sell it.

Besides there are
the town, which can be bought
low prices.

s, J. Etter,
Tlemming, all have good
looking over, to get the

Georg
locati
bvest

My farm could easi
places of the country, the v
cannot be excelled,
The marsh
or $6400.00 but if you

keep it, and sell the

alone is
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would mean a great deal to the

Yours

(Signed)

ndian Affairs.
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for the money.

one of the show
e farm

ly be made

valued £200.00 per acre
the marsh I will

or any part of that,

am not anxious to sell,
perty that will suit you
ur town, as 1 know that
future of this community.

0
0

truly,

Robert Gass,
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DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFF AIRS

CANADA

OFFICE OF
INDIAN AGENT

River Bourgeois, N, 8.,
June l1llth, 1927,

Dear Doctor Bgcott ,=

1 enclose herewi th for your
information a letter which explains itself,
Although the gentleman who wrote it, Robert Gass,
@skky Esq. ,0f Shubenacadie, N, 8, ,protests that
he has "no axe to grimd" ,yet 1 think that the
property, which he owns and descrives, should
not be overlooked in selecting the best site

for the proposed residential school for Indian
children.

Yours very truly,

Indian Buperint&ndent.

Duncan C. Scott, Esq., Litt. D.,
Deputy Superintendent General,
Department of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa, Ont.

P.S. 1 am forwarding original of the enclosure
to Hon. Mr. Stewart, guperintendent General.
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June 16, 1927.

Dear Mr. lawlor,~

I send you herewith a copy of a letter which
Superintendent Beyd has sent me. The Homnourable Mr.
Stewart also received a letter from ir. Gass. Would
you kindly report on his farm when you are reporting

on others.

Yours very truly,

-~ .
. ! 5 - =
' P T ) ,,.///’/
sl a

.

TS e c—

Deputy Superintendent Generaf.

DO’-I.'IO'. Enq.,
Indian Agent,
Shubenacadie, N.S.
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July 11, 1927,

Dear Mr. Lawlor:

1 have o inform you that Mr. Russell Perrier,
Superintendent of Indian Eduoation, and Mr. R. Gurney OrF,
Department Architeot, will arrive in Shubenacadie on
Tuesday morning the 19th {netant, at 10.16 o'clook. They
have been instructed to look over the ;roper'uu that
are mentioned in your letters of the 17¢h and 228nd ultimo
wit: a view to selecting & building =ite and purchasing
e farm., FPlease amngo to moet them and to give whatever
help you oan. 1t mig + be well to notify the owners of
suiteble properties.

Yours very truly,

-

C,. DCOH

| / D uncan v
| .
A ] E 2 Mx U
\/ {\ - Deputy Superintendent General.
| e

D . Lawlor, Esq.,
Indian Agent,
shnbourlgo.
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ENT OF INDIAN
CANQDA

. SCOTT.
-

On Tuesday, the 19th instant, we arrived at
Shubenacadie, N. 8., to examine properties there for the
proposed Indian residential school. J. L. Ilsley, LL.B.,
of Kentville, M. P. for Hants-Kings, met us there and
assisted until a final selection was made. At the outset,
we had a preliminary look at the various sites that had
been brought to your attention by letter, and, without
much hesitation, we soon confined our interest +to the
Btter and Gay farms, which were carefully examined.
Certain local persons with some influence were desirous
that the Dewis property be included in the final examin-
ation, but Mr. Ilsley and ourselves could not agree that
it was suitable enough to be worthy of comparison with
the other two.

It was considered advisable to proceed to
Halifax for the 20th and 21st, for the purpose of meeting
the church authorities and to look into building materials
and sources of supply. The final selection of a site was
postponed until Friday, the 22nd. On that date the Etter
and Gay farms were examined with considerable care. While
the first named property appeared to possess more possib-
ilities as a productive farm - a much wider choice of
acreage being available for purchase - from every other
angle the Gay property was more suitable.

The ggﬁnfggyngx is situate one-half mile from
the station at ubenacadie - immediately on the outskirts
of the village. The site is reached by a good road leading
directly from the village - a distinct advantage over the
other properties,in that it is not necessary to cross the .
railroad when travelling to and from Shubenacadie. When it _
is pointed out that this railroad is the main line the— %o A
C. N. R., over which there is heavy traff e importance
of this to the staff and children w e understood. The A/éQx.

farm consists of approximately 65 acres of cultiwv - SRR
upland, 50 acres of woodland -~ 10 of which already been /ﬁ%?“
cleared sufficiently for pasture, and 17-dcres of marshland, (/N

which produces hay perenially without attemtion. The 4557557
properties surrounding it appear to be clean and well cultiv- :
ated. We consider this Gay farm, which consists of 130

acres, more or less, large enough for the needs of the ™ /QL?Q?
proposed institution for some time to come. The land appears ‘
t0 be clean and productive and is in one block. It should

be mentioned that a fresh water }ake, suitable for bathing,

boating and fishing, Jjust touches the northern boundary of
the Gay farm.

On this property is an ideal building site. It
commands a view of the countryside in all directions and the
building will be seen from the railrcad and from all of the
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five roads running in and out of Shubenacadie. The site
selected also provides ample opportunity for excellent
drainage and water supply, the Shubenacadie river being less

than 100 yards from the spot for the building. Electric
current and telephone connection are available.

We wish to point out that it was impossible to
lccate a building site on the Etter property which was at
all close to the railroad or main highway, and the drainage
facilities were not at all comparable with those of the Gay
property. This also applies with more force to the Dewis
property, but, in addition, the Dewis property's only
possible site for the building was immediately over disfig-
uring gravel pite and gemerally rough ground. It was
represented to us that a siding which was close to the Dewis
property would be a big advantage. However, this feature
was not worthy of serious thought as all materials would have
to be unloaded from the cars into a vehicle and hauled up a
difficult grade to the building. The Gay property, without
railroad to crose and only a few hundred yards farther from
a railroad station, had the distinct advantage of being near
a post office and business community. Ve were warned by
certain interested parties that the road leading to the Gay
property, which happens to be the main road to Maitland, was
flooded at certain seasons of the year. We made several
enquiries from independent sources in this connection and we
learned that the road was flooded for an hour or two a day
in the spring of certain years only, but that it was not
impassable even when flooded.

Mr. S. J. Btter wanted $13,500 for his farm, which
consists of 270 acres. A lot of the value of this property
is tied up in the buildings, the most important of which
would have to be removed in the event of an Indian residen-
tial school being erected there. Mr. George Gay& in his
written offer to Mr. Indian Agent Lawlor, asked $9,000 for

his 130 acres, but we were able to secure from him an option
on the property at $7,000, provided he be allowed to harvest
this year's crop. He promised to do the fall ploughing and
otherwise prepare the fields for next year's farming
operations.

We wish to recommend that the farm of George Gay
be surveyed at an early date, with a view to determining
not only the exact size of the property but also the best
building site. If everything is found as has been repres-
ented to us and the title is satisfactory, we believe it
advisable to arrange the purchase. In our opinion it is
easily the best property near Shubenacadie for an Indian
residential school. When title is being searched, it should
be ascertained what privileges the owners have in connection
with the lake that touches the property and if there is a
right of way around its southern extremity,

Some time ago, approximately one-eighth of an acre
of this farm was s0ld for the site of a residence. Three
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or four years ago, the purchaser, lr. Allan S, Etter,

erected a residence, which would make a very suitable home
for the farm instructor and other male members of the

staff of the proposed school. This residence and lot, which
is eltuate on the entrance road to the property, can be
purchased for $4,000, which sum is less than would be
required to erect a suitable farmer's residence. Vie strongly
recommend that this property, also, be purchased.

%f e

—\

/)

f/ . M

< —
Dopartment /Archite ct.
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Ottawa, 6th August 1927
8ir:

A survey is required of the fsarm now owned by George
Gay, includin, that portion sold to Berths and Allen Etter,
situste ap roximstely hsalf & mile north-west of the village
of Shubenscadie, Nove Scotia. You are requested to post ull
the limits of the lots which are sald to contaln about 130
acres,and Lo show on your plan the limits of the Etter Lot,
also the hay marsh,snd the location of an elevallon declded
upon a8 a sechool esite, and to submit & plan of that portion
of the farm which will be pointed ocut by Indian Agent Lawlor
as the site for the school, showing contours in elevation
of & feet vertically. You should consult the Indian Agzent
Nr. D. B. Lawlor at Shubenzcadlie who has been regquested Lo
render you such uassi:ctunce as he is zble. The work should
be economically but carefully performed. For this service
you will be psic $£10.00 per <&y and reasonsble expenses,
provided receipte in duplicste for =ll expendltures accompany
your account. Your returns will conseist of pluns, diary, &nd
report. You are requested Lo undertake this work at your
ezrliest convenience.

Your obedient servant,

(A. F. Mackenzie)
Acting Assistunt Deputy and Sccretary

K. W. McKenzie, Esq.,
Deputy Surveyor,
12 & 1% Qucen Bldg.,
Halifax, N. S.

WRW/KB

/
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Ottawa, Aupuat 10, 1927.

Sir:

I have to inform you that Mr. R. W.
MoKenzie, 12 Queen Bldg., Halifax, has been
roqueeteti to survey the George Gay farm, the small
lot of Allan 8. Etter and the proposed building
site for the Shubenacadie Indian Res ident ial

School. Please give him every possible ags st~
ance,

:2;: 'g;pd}cnt aefvant,

-t Yy

7 4.
A. F. -“l.n"..

Acting Asst. Deputy and Secretary.

B. Lawlor .
Ind ;ﬁ g;;nt »
Shubenacad ie,
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TIMBER LIMITS CRUISED & ESTIMATED P. O. BOX 666

BOUNDARY LINES TEL. SACKVILLE 766

R. W. MCKENZIE. c. E.
SURVEYOR CROWN LANDS

SURVEYS & PLANS

SEWERAGE 12 13 QUEEN BLDG
AN
WATER SUPPLY s
bbbt } HALIFAX, N. S., CaNADA

1
{

Aug. 8, 1l9%

Department of Indian Affairs,
Uttawa, Canada.

1 .
M

“d » ho o e .-;—L-‘:T:-::J-'l’:i t} y
Acting Assistant and Secretary,

vaar si p

T 1 .w -~ . . - - -
4 HAave jyour Letisry
arm L ala ™ 14 £ . 1 1 :
and note requirements and imstructions
'L.,i:f - u l_._ » o~ { }', 1. v -n 4 . . - ot o 4
- o ¥ § AN vl VWS LAL WLCD e VA VS Al

lants County, N. 8.

_ I will attend to
d v +ia p— . w Pisd sy e ' 1 4 +

in the very near future immedi ately
v get ithe most pressing of wy

Fol =

0il my hands.

T 4

-

And consequs 3xpense if
. J ANt -l-t - g - iam O -

1 .
arna sa

-y
-

- &

G
would forward me coples of descripnticns and
-— - 1} > A \JJ"‘) Co Vi ¥ U\aqﬁ"l‘&'ulad iJ..I--u.

- It\ s -y
@AuD t L aC

ot

-

e 351~ IR
- .se...u...;.,

“r

fours very truly,

DEPT. OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

AUG 12 1927

SURVEY!
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Ottawa, 13th Auguet 1817

Inetructions have been Llssued to ¥r. R. W.
12 & 1% Queen Bldg., Helifsx, N. £. Lo survey lle
Gsy farm,including thet portion scld to Allan und
Etter. bBe says it will fscilitate the eurvey and
if he le providecd with coples of the descriptions
stracts of title.

NcKenzie,
George
Bertha
gave cost
and ab-

You are requested to procure the coples from the

owners or from the registry office.

Your obedient servant,

(A. F. Mackenzie'

Acting Assistant Deputy and
D. B. Lawlor, Esg.,

Indian Agent,
Shubenccaedie, N. S.
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Ottawa, 15th August 1927
Sir:

I have your letter of the 8th instant and note you
are prepared Lo undertake the surveys of the Gay farm includ-
ing the portion eold to Etter. Mr. Lawlor, Indian Agent,
Shubenacadie has been requested to supply copies of the des-
criptionsand asbetracts of title.

Your obedient scrvant,

(A. F. Mackenzie)
Acting As.istant Deputy and Secretary

R. W. McKenzie, Esqg.,
Deputy Surveyor,
12 & 185 Queen Bldg.,
H=1ifex, N. S.
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MDIAN OFFICE

At..ghubenacadie, We S
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1
&

In reply to your letter of August 13sh
No. 60070., would say that I have prooured the
oopies of the deeds from George Gay, and Allen
and Bertha Etter, and can show same to Mr. R. W.

McKenzie at any time now.

Your obedient servant.

Rt
The Secretary L/-é’;,aﬂJ - i
Indian Affaire /"
Ottawa, Canada

ndian Affairs. (3G 10, Volume 6055, file 265=9, part 1)

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

CANADA




Your ouaal el

iient &
/ e
A
%% % ' ¢ SVt (Lt
\ \ o o e —— -

‘.Lv' "»_’

—

(A.r.¥ncKenzie)
For Assict.at Deputy
F.weMcKenzie Es..,
Deputy survecr,
12 & 1% Jueen Cullding,
Halifazx,N.Co
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Kentville, . S., Sept. 19, 1927.

Duncan C. 3cott, Esq., . ' :
Deputy Superintendent , él."\bbaj Zu Acae d_//ﬂ,WJ
Gengral-Indian Affaixa, £

Ottawa, Canada.

Dear Sir:

Mr. A. 3. Etter,on whose house liessrs.
Ferrier and Orr obtained an option of purchase for
+4,000.00, would like to find out if possible whether
the Department will require his house so that he can take
advantage of another bargain in a house that is now
offering in Shubenacadie. Is the Department in
a position to advise whether his property will be
required? If not in such position now, how soon

will it be ¥efore Mr. EBtter will know?

Yours/truly,
7

r/

ndian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6056, file 2659, part 1)

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

CANADA




m I’. xl .1.,.-

Replying to your letter of the 19%h instang,
with reference to the purchasing of the preperty owmed
by Mr. Ae 3. Etter, in connection with the establishing
of a Besidential School at Shubenassdie, 1 may say that

house
boug.-u. and on receips of this steps vwill be Saken
to aoquire the property.

o

roting Deputy Superintendent Gensral.

Je Le Ilsley, Esqe, Me Poy

/ Kentville, N. Se
P/ /{ ¥,
- .
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November 4th, 1927,
Dear Sir,

Having referonce to the purchase
of peeperty for the purpose of a residential
achool at ' hubanacadie, I have not heard from the
surveyor cince August Oth. when he etated that
he would attend to the work in tlhie noar future, - nd
asked to be supplied with eopies of the deseription
of the property and abstraet of title. These co ies
were obtained for him in due course.

I am writing him todsy as I
ghol 4 1ike very much to have thic work comple ted
as soon as possible so that payment may be made during
the cuw rent fiscal year. I should be grateful
if you could do sometling to expedite the matter.,

/ Yours very truly,
b

P )

De uty “uwrerintendent General.
J. L. Il.l.y. ‘::.q. » M_OP. [
Xentville, NeSe
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November 4th. 1927.

laviog reference to your letter
of ‘ugust 8the last regarding tie survey of the
property acquired y the lepartment at “hubenacadie,
I ghould be glad to know by retwrn mail what
progress has been nude. It is essential that
the survey required should be completed thie fall

go that the property may be taken over by the

Department and payment made out of fur s now available

whiich will expire at the end of the fisoal year.

Yours very truly,

Deputy Superinte dent General.

Re e loXenzie, ©8q.,
Deputy “urveyor,
12 & 13 ‘uween ‘uilding,
Halifax, HeO,
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