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Department of Indian Affairs
CADET CORPS & BAND INSTRUMENTS.
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Port Alberni, .Ce,

Auguﬂt é"x.-h. 3 1930I

In accordance with your wishes 1 am submitting he
following information Te the otganization of a pand in your school,

Re Instruction;

I have written to AA€ Nx, J.Kyle of the Technical BR.
of the Bducation Dept. 1o hoeve him confirm Oy létter that his Dept.

will arrange for an instructor to teach the boys the instrunents,
Once he gives his permission in writing I can arrange to have a man
go out from Port Alberni, twice a week 10 teach tnem, I could »rrang
to go myself if no one else chooses as 1 have already instructed and
le¢ed three Boys'Bands,

Re Instruments.

Rather than see the boys have

I§-+he-boye-were-to-sbars-on poor instruments andJIf 1
were to be the instructor,I would sooner see them not begin, 1 strong-
ly recommend British-made instruments for, beyond a douby,thny pospe
ens better material and workmanship than tne Ameriean-made. There
are tihree British instruments that 1 think all good baﬁdsgen would @
be ready to recommend, They are the lawkes, the Beeson and the seesy
Boosey. .he Boosey is,l think, more popular than the others and a
1ittle cheaper in Canada, 1% is used by most of the good bands 1in
the British Islea.(hll British Instruments are hand-made, <The diffe
event layers of metal &are poundcd Lo=gether with wooden mallets and
ave not so apt to have small air-pockets bvetween tne layers as the
machine=made instruments, Some of the Americnn ingtrunents lookl ve#
very nice but when one plows them he detects skimpy material, The
firms save on material and depend an advertising 1o gell their goods

Some cheaper instruments have a weak alloy me®e ne~rer Lo conner « R

than they should, They are more easily dented than thed dearer

Indian Affairs. (RGC 10, Velume 6436, file 877-17, part 1)
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Hr.'Pitt.
®

and wigot 1s worse,whenever they get warm,the keys jam because copper

has a different expansion than braaau)
(ALL THE ABOVY APPLIES TO THE BRASS SECTION OF TH™ BAND, A SAVING

WOULD BE IADE BY BUYING CANADIAN DRUMS AND FRENCH CLARINETS BECAUSE

m
BRIBISH CLARIIETS Am,bm HIGH FOR SOME UNFATHOXABLE REASON. )

French and lItalian Clarinets are cheaper and considered exceptione-
ally good,
I have tried to make inquiries from a music store in Vancouveg
one in Nanaimo, end one in Victoria, The ffrm in Vancouver,
Copeland and Euper, gtated that they could equip the school with
any of three makes of instruments made in Britiah Isles and one made
in Canada, One of these makes -~ the Boosey=- mentioned above = gives a
l5 year guarantee s0 that ‘he instruments should last twice that long.
To give an avproximate cosl they have made the following quotations
on this particular make, They afe a very reliable firm, are experts
at overhauling instruments and any band equipred by them has Lhe ad-
vantaege of being able to have an instrument, no kadXpxmamgsd up
matter how badly banged up, quickly overhauled and made to look like
new,
Your proposed band sﬂéld either be a 15 piece band-all uvrass-or
a 20 piece band with fifteen brass instruments and 5 clarinets.
Instrumentation
15 pieces == ( In*iniﬂh Silver Plated, Frosted Finish)
Bong lodel Cornets(@ith cases)d $143.25 Total §$716.25
Uouright Altoes (without " 4 9115, 50 " 230,
(Cases are §18,75) *
Slide Trombones(with cases) 4 $134. 25 " 268, 50
ienor Horn (Case unnecessary) 145, 50 145, 50
Euphoniwa " " w10l e 50

basgses " " $201.
Drums (1 Bass & 1 snare)

no\n

MPNOEF D

To make it a twenty piece band one would add 5 clarinets to
this at an approximate cost of 500

I rmmain,
yours truly,

;9/ : IMDIAN AGENT'S OFFICE

rim, Port ,lverni Sch

Indian Affairs. (RC 10, Velume 6436, file 877-17, part 1)
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Indizn Residential School

Rev. F. E: PITTS, B.A., PRINCIPAL
b = ]

.T%/ernr'. ’ﬁ {K.j. August 21; 79..30

Dept. of Indian Affairs
Ottawa.

Dear Bir:

In view of the fact that the Indiars, parernts as well as
children, have often expressed themselves as desircus of havirg
& brass band ir the school and also the effort made by the
Provincial Rducational Department to have musical trair ing in

the B. C. schools, I have gone into the matter of cost of inrstru-
ments ard the possibility of an irstructor.

I desire to make applicatior to your Departmert to supply

us with the ir struments ard furds to carry on such a band in
our esclrool.

I make the application with sonme hesitarey on accourt of the

heavy initial cost. However, I believe the morey would be well
spert and hope the Bepartment may grant our request. I undere
stand that nost of the Residentiszl Schools in B. C. have a bracs

,bard ir. them and I am sure it would add to the loywalty of the
Indians and children if we had one irn our school.

Ve have twenty boys frem twelve to fourteen years of apge

from whom we could pick firteen that would do well at trainires for
a band.

‘e were informed by the Superir tendent of Technical Sducation,
ir. Kyle, that the Provircial Department would pay 60% of the

cost of inetructiorn ir the Indian School as well as the Publiec
pcLo0ls.

I enclose herewith the commurication from Mr. Murray, Prircipal

of Port Alberni Publie School, who has had considerable experience
in orgardsing bvards.

I am anxious to krow if your Departmert will corsider favore

ably such a request ard shall be glad to furrish any further informe
ation required.

Yours obediently,

& &

INDIAN AGENT'S OFFIC

Pert Albaral, Ol }

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Velume 6436, file 877-17, part 1)
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169-1-17

Ottawa, September 2nd, 1930.

Sir' -

1 have your letter of the 23rd ultimo, en-
closing a communication from the Prineipal of the
Alberni Indian Residential School, requesting that
this Department provide the cost of supplying band
instruments in order that a band may be formed among
the pupils of the school. The communication which the
Reverend Frincipal received from the Principal of the
Port Alberni Public School, giving an estimate of the
cost of the instruments, was alsc received.

In this connection, I have to say that it is
not the poliey of the Department to provide equipment
of this nature. Ve have no funds specially provided

for the purpose and, as the 31) : riation for Indian
L

ednocation this year is limit Department will be
unable to consider the providing of a grant towards the
cost of the band instruments.

¥ 73 TN
/%q |

A, F. MacKenzie.
Secretary.

v
Ed,. E, m't. E8qe.,

Indian Agent,
Port Alberni, B.C.
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