Indian Residential School

Rev. F. E. Pirvs, B, A, PRINCIPAL

Dept. of Indian Affairs,

PDear Sirs:

I herehy request authority to expend meney Fp te $35.00 for

le and twe
the Electrie Light and Pewer Transfermer »o
::::::n:l the schoel grounds. These are retted and unsafe and must

e ehanged.
Yours ebediently,
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Indian Residential Hchool

Rev. F. E. Pirre, B, A, PRINCIPAL

Hlberne. B.C... Jumuary AL, . . .. 71937

Dept. of Indiam Affairse,
Ottawa, Carada.

Dear 8Sirs:

I herehy request authority to expend memey mp te $35.00 for
shanging the Electrie Light and Power Transfermer pole and twe
ethers on the schoel grounds. These are retted and unsafe and aust

be ohanged.
Yours ebediently,

XA

ndian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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Letter No..589% o b 436 . f N

CANADA

Sir,
I enclose herewith Vouchers Nos..... ... . °

amounting to §...... ... ... 40.00

of frincipal, Indian Residential Sch

*untn of Uace*ber 19“0.

This expenditure was authorized by Departmental

Letter No. o G e BQtober 7.

Your obedient servant,

’
P

Indian Agent.

The Secretary,
Department of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa.

Forma No. 518

jan Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
———— W“’ T

. .'

il

= -

PUBLIC ARCHIVES :;‘ ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

¥
i
’

Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque &t Archives Canada

www . collectionscanada.gc.ca



Voucher No. ............ .

CANADA

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

UI::_njl.
.......

Ldbornd, UeCe

= = T ————

SERVICE

“0 Jllovance townrds salaXly, Hicht wtelman,
a«t  l1berni .ndlan Jlesidential chool, for the

mont of leoahibor 19i0,

| ; |~
, l'oTAL, | |

SR — i ————— o — = - — ———— - e e =

I Herepy CerTiFy that this Voucher is correct, that the material has been supplied, the work performed and
that the charges are fair and just; also that the expenditure has been incurred legitimately and that each item of the
same is a fair and just charge against the Government of Canada.

FORM No. 506

dian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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West Coast Agency,
Port Alberni,B.C.,
November 30, 1936.

th the
1 have the honour to submit herewl
regular monthly letter covering conditions within this '
agency for month ending November 30, 19356.

X X X '(,\\:3

SCHOOL FIRE APPLIANCES AND ESCAPLS &

SCHOOL ¥ IRG st e —————

In obedience to the Department's instructions,

watchmen have been engaged at Rlb“rQlJ Ahousaht and Christie

——

Schools, and comuencec their duties November lst. Instructions
were given them in all cases as to their duties and respone
sibilities. Fire escapes &are all being put in first class
order. New escape has been placed at Christie School, and
another one being buillt. Escapes at Ahousaht have been
{mproved and a new one is to be built immediately. All

pyrenes are in good order and axes and fire pails are

being put where needed, Fire drills are being conducted,

and much improvement 1s observed in equipment and

preventative measures.

X

P. B. nﬂhbriﬁgﬁ .

Indian Agent.

jan Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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Letter No. .53.0.; C...EIE\.-

CANADA

a8t.Coast........... Indian Agency,

November 30

llllllllllllllllll T L R R R R R R N I R R N E R R EEEEEEEE

/ I enclose herewith Vouchers Nos.
amounting to §...... e TR ... occnssissesisisssaans ..in favour
of Principal, Alberni Realdential Gechool,. Alberni, B.C,
for Allowance. towards. salary,. liight. Vatchman, . liqQqvember 1936,

This expenditure was authorized by Departmental

Letter No...... 159«28~5..... dated QGtDbﬁT?.’lgﬁﬁﬁ

Your obedient servant,

ATy L 2

Indian Ageént.

The Secretary,
Department of Indian Affairs,

Ottawa.

Form No. 518

dian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part &)
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Voucher No........

CAMNADA

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

Toginodval g -sdhbarnd. vaslaensialk
sohool, .

A1 bernd l

p—— e e e —
e ———
SERVICE

e ———— - Ta——

'Te sllowence towards salary, Flght ratenman,

.:at slbernl indian Heslidential chool,

ror the month of lovembor 1v¥060.

nthority: 1lib=E2«D, petober 7, 19006,

Y /A ‘-’Jb

A — e ——

- i ateri lied, the work performed and
RE . y that this Voucher is correct, that the material has been supplied, _
that Itlfllié{li.':]r;eg Eélnr:l?air and just; also that the expenditure has been incurred legitimately and that each item of the

same is a fair and just charge against the Government of Canada.

dian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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XD,

Ottawa, November 6, 1936.

Dear Sir:

| I have your letter of the 2lat
instant, reporting on the condition of the fire

escapes and fire fighting appliances at the
Alberni Indian Residential School.

The Department is pleased to note
that this echool is well equipped to meet
onrﬁmiu, that all fire fighting aipnmu
are good condition and that there 1is le
water pressure. It is noted, also, that
Principal and yourself are © opinion that
there l:- no present need of ug further end-
iture in comnection with the fire equipmen
and fire escapee at thie school.

Yours” &uly,

A. F. Mackenzie,
Secretary.

Wudm, E8Q ey

Indian Agent
Port Alﬁornl. .

Be Co

dian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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KNODAK SAFETY A FILM+0

&

DEPARTMENT OF OFFICE OF
CAN INDIAN AGENT

n of Fire Escapes and Fire Fighting Appliances
at
Alberni Residential School
Ugtober 20, 1936,

Fire kscapes. There are two fire escapes

in the front of building,
of iron construction, to which the children have
access from all dormitories through the wash rooms.
Wash rooms have concrete floors, and windows leading
to escapes are kept on latch easily opened. Escapes
are kept in good order. School was emptied under
two minutes at inspection.

ryrenes and There are & five gallon,
Axes. and 6 small pyrenes placed

et various parts of the
building, also fire axes on each floor.

Fire Alarm, Large gong, electrically

operated from box on each
floor. In good working order, and sufficiently loud
to arouse the whole school.

Stand Pipes Stand pipe extends through
and Hose. the centre of the building,
and hose connections with

hose attached on each floor., There is also a hydrant
outside of the building, with hose attached.

Water Pressure. The water pressure is about

80 lbs., and sufficient to
throw a stream over the Foof. Water is supplied from
the City reservoir, by gravity. Due to small storage
capacity, the pressure could not be relied upon for
any great length of time.

Fire Drill. The children are well
disciplined, and underssand

their stations in case of fire. The staff also have

their appointed stations, and drills are well conducted.

General. This school is well equipped
to meet emergencies, and fire

escapes are placed in that part of the building least
likely to suffer from fire. Pyrenes, hose, alarms,
and axes are placed at advantageous points, and the

' staff and children acquainted with their use. With
the addition of the watclhmen, it is considered that
present facilities are sufficient and the school well
protected. No further expenditure is recomnmended in
fire appliances for this school. This opinion 1is also
shared by the Reverend Prineipal.

Respectfully submitted,

/T doFtrapd”

indian Agent,

dian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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BX'D.
Ottawa, October 14, 1836.

Dear Sir:

I have your 113Q0/36/D of the 24th
ultimo, regarding the accounts submitted, covering
cost o} labour and material for mn roof of
main build at the Alberni Ind Residential
School. In this connection I have to say that a
cheque, to the amount of $500.00, is deing sent
Reverend F. E. Pitts, the Principal, in payment
for material and lsbour.

You should inform the Principal that,
in future, he is not to undertaks any for
vhich the Department will be called upon to ’
until he has firet received definite authori
regarding lebour and hase of material. 1If
work is undertaken wi t authority, the Depart-
nent cannot be responsidble for payment of costs.

Yours truly,

()
% Wﬁ) A. ¥. MacKens ie,

Seeretary.

P. B. “‘ﬂﬂ.’& Ee8q.,

Port Albernd.
B. C.

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
CANADA

OFFICE OF THE
DEPUTY SUPERINTENDENT GENERAL

October 6, ILab«

——

dent _Ceneral,-

I have to refer to my memorandum dated July
24th, last, requesting to be advised the name of the {irm
irom whom to purchase paint, and also the forenan to be
employed in the painting of the roof of the
and other miscellaneocus repairs and painting,

esidential .',"_..L:'-L;':-J Fort Alberni, B. C. (E:".E:C"'

- | . S .
U.-- LAOI"U“E““*"EI ..[l' i i *

P o E o o - E % ad 19 R nde Y —_ haooa
fou instructed that the ralnt be purchased

h |
=
L]
LS
4 .

.

.9 and that Alexsider J.
as painter. The local

| a
e

from John Thomson, Alberni, B. C
Fort Alberni, be employe

Indian Agent was advised accordi

m™ 1, g »
o 4 LL}]-.'L,LEJ =

7 -
J"_‘

-

The accounts covering the cost

ave e e l'eéCelved. A certain

4'..;"r."‘.it_-.'. of the ant was

Jurchased Ifrouw ¢ohn Thomecon, and Alexaider J. Thomas was
pioyed in carrying out part of the labour. PEesides the
above, considerable of the labour was perforued by Walter

Adans and J. W, Georgeson = both of Alberni; and, while the
greater part of the pailnt was obtained from John Thomson,
purchase was alsc made from Carter's General Store and

A. licDonald & Sons - bLoth of Fort Alberni, B. C.

The local Indian Agent was requested to state
why the insgtructions given him, regerding the labour and
the purchase of the paint, were not carried out. He now
adviees as followss-
"On receipt of official letter
1886, I immediately inforued Rev. !

ian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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' 1 ﬁfq I" b"'t -I

the Departuent's instructions re labour and ra.e,;x ial,
nly tc discover that he had already conmenced J .
Al A - 2 & o B - -~ i\ . y 1
work and purchased sone paint, etc., Irom A'J CJ?:E.»
and Sons and Carter's General Store. This, he did
-t 2 . i s deh e A - . - 2 : 2 - - i -y
in anticipation of esuthority being granted ?niluxon
Lhis own responeibility and nov with my knowledge OF
instruction.

wIrmediate steps were taken 1O rectifly

- . I ikd b 1 s BF - o b

i - - 4 = - - - " 1 - __l L
L.L.II. _'(.1 l-"i.;._.l Il':._-i.-.t'ii: ..--x r, e il \-r: Uu ue"L"-l_,r* .Jj.! J..e‘ L k a-‘
had gtarted, the purchases

Lo o Yuie i
LildEe UW “ 9
he time the WOTK Nad gell
418 LAUIS LIIG WV & & ’ -2 Byl -
! 17 ¢ 1 a T i 1 ' TH i ™ L]
ntioned had Leell made, and Jalter Adams and . i .
L o A A - e & " ’

-7 - a - - oy |
L VAL G flUt-h.L ~'-‘...'-l_..:.+-'..t; -IO.LJ.- I

2 ol L

L—‘-.l

e

ﬂ (] - i P y 1 0 '..‘_‘.,I

C il St pog o ks W : b 2 cnmlr a; 4%

underst: that Vr, Pitts commenced theée wWork as 41u

LA.I. e s b il L - - e - g . - Mo o L
+ the outside painting done durilig

was necessary to get the outsidce | ainting

L9 ~ - - C % it
Wil UL WEBEL LLiS L e

1 1 ~ 1 " y 'r.1. .5 .
l'ﬁ-‘| ll-*“\-'J'FL .l LN Il;. __‘__‘.L'L_I_’

i A &Y

- . -
-1581';& '—lE..ft L W
* - _‘ 1. . = b "
= . ;..* g & ‘-.‘ W .-J E ;'41'1‘&‘ :_- ‘i 1 UI-
r“ . Fait .‘La e J-UI-. Lk "Lr L-‘-l{.—llb-.-_lt.! L e oAb &
- [ j.-"l I;bts, Eill"'i... L, k e

‘e lehour without awaiting the necessary instructions.

] 114 T 16866 +
I HI;UL-*-I!--- ..,E‘, LJ-#-E'.J-&J'-':\.-« w
] s P oo -
. * - = = r i o L3 - % ] . = \ ‘.._J_t:
e in orcer tO P ey Wi g_l_(_.c.uulltb tu_,_‘ L ._-,..‘
upplied paint and the labourers who were
it LA - - )?

he instructions to the Agent.

W h A

| ‘ ? : 7 7 ’ 2 A7
ol . . .I - _f_"/(.;./ :/*/( { J?{- /‘:',"

e

-4

% . fande 2 e s MNa s ]
D&r}ll 'tx"." - Ll;* t;:11 ..L-l-l we J-'n_-t: o~k e L b & bp ——

dian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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Orig. on 159-1-5,.

Ottawa, October 7, 1036

ﬂ

Sir:

o Oylnﬂ to certain fire hazard at the Ahousaht.
legyni and Christie Indian Residential Schools, it has bee:
ieclded to make an allowance t ti £ $4 0 1 ‘ "

% : al y at The rate of $40.00 per month
t?fargsﬁtye Ealary of a night watchman at each school ‘or tHe’
period frowm November (iret, next, to April 30, 1937. This is

EE? same rate Ehd for the same period as we provide grants for
vwii8 purpose at a nuwber of other schools 39 there 1 o4
" v + QGLle . 8, where there : '
hazard., ) e ere is fire

LT You‘ahould inmediately request each Frincipal to
obtain the services of a reliable man LO carry out the Hﬂ*f
?}Hht F“tEhVﬁn‘. e should make hourly viﬂits“ﬂurinfd heifi?ﬁtas
waroughout the bullding and especiallw pay attention %o *ierl
furnace 1 or or where there is any dan;eruof fire. Shoufﬁ 1t be
:fcessmry “O pay a watchman more salary than the grant ve”ﬁ110;
1@ 8chool authorities will be resronsible for payment of :

from ne _ , . payrnent of sanme.
om per capita allowances or other receipts of the school. '

WA The Department will rely on yourself and the Prin-
%i,aL: “0 see that this service hegins as from Novenmber ?irsl
”ef s F§559Ht of the allowance made by this ﬁe*urtﬁn*ﬁ £ﬁVL;%
salary of the watchman will be made at the end ?* em;ﬁ yg;éﬁ e
upon receipt of a voucher, in triplicate, from you. Th v cucher
Siould be drawn, in the case of each schoal, as per the samnle
uJE;UQHﬁ‘ rayment of the allowance will bejﬁudeit“ Tri;ri;:l
and not to the man employed, at each school. ne | ncipals

. k I would request that you communicate with the
Department, stating the name and brieflv . s
the men who are encas d 4 wntannal ar L paldsications of
1amed  sck UL, mdbﬂﬁ;,: ffl nizht watchmen at each of the above
Hafied schools, & the de thay haco .5
ahanta 2ot s 28 ‘d 0 _‘e_ ate they began duties. This matter
éive your immediate attention.

-

A o /,-" f |
Enel. / ong,wé {‘“*-’/‘M,‘f
il

-y

A. F. NacKenzie,

P. B, Ashbridece., Es
dge, Esq., Secretary,

Indian Agent,
Fort Alberni, B. C.

-t

dian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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of ComomeAldernd).

You instructed that
from John M;.:lh::‘. :; Cesp
xnu-'mu was sdvised ::. .:." j

The asccounts ceverin
have been received.

::tm d out. N® now

"On receipt of offdedal letter of J 20
I ismediately informed Rev. B. F, Hﬂo‘z h'

= the Depart ent'e

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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Deputy Superintendent General.

dian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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Your file No., 159-~1-5
September 15, 1936,

‘r"‘ ;
. i 4 .r i L‘.'l '__] i"l
= ogp 3V

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS . OFFICE ofl._
CANADA . INDIAN AGEH\ .
| ]

1130/36/D. / r West Coast Agency,
Y

Port Alberni, B. C,,

o September 24, 1936,
F §

'TrJ“}

‘

I have the honour to refer to
your letter of September 15, 1936, respecting account
covering cost of labor znd material for painting roof
of main building at the Alberni Indian Residential
School.

On receipt of official letter
of July 29, 1936 I immediately informed Rev. E. F.
Pitts as to the Department's instructions re labor
and material only to discover that he had already
coumenced the work and purchased some paint etec from
A. McDonald and Sons and Carters Genersasl Store. This
he did in anticipation of authority being granted
and upon his own responsibility and not with wny
knowledge or instruction.

Immediate steps were taken to
rectify this but unfortunately due to 1, being up
the Coast at the time the work had been started, the
purchases mentioned had been made, and walter .dams
and J. W. Georgeson had already done considerable
work. I understand that Mr. Pitts commenced the work
as 1t was necescsary to get the outside painting done
during the dry weather,

)

Your obedient servant,

P. B. ashbridge,
Indian Agent.

The Secretary,
Department of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa, Canada.

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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Ottawa, September 17, 1936.

pear Sirs

I have %W MmUhM; No.:l.;;t %r the voucher
ROV . .
e g ; c - rnvoura:d 1sbour in painting t.h:
w‘:rtggt‘:n.mln Alberni Indian Residen
00

tial School.

d that, as you

In thie connection it i note

were instructed in official letter of July 29:1_:‘; :ormin
rtion of the paint was purchased from John m .

p.g.no that Alex. 'rhoma:bm 11:1?{03031‘10:;:{12% n:‘idonblo

« Besides the ovVe, ' sies
o the  Labour vas pesiorued by Vaiter Adwse bl Vi
tog;:::h & Sons and from carter's General 5tore.

Adams
1 would request that you will state why
n the work and also
axd Goorgneh, Tom RS 8 HISY 18, WL

:Ic%o?:u:m & Sons and Carter's General Store. M:t,y:‘; e
obtain these names from MNT. Nedll, H.P.?lmn A-
account ie being withheld until full exp

// received from you, as requested.

\%

iy
|
1
. B. Ashbridge, E6d .

port Alberni,
B. Ce.

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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CANADA 'f_\_

&
Letter NO..... 5.0 8 &
%

Oflice of the SRR RO B R crsiravisbiasatenn Indian .ﬂlgcuqv;y -

i

Sir,/ | 4

“T enclose herewith Vouchers Nos.
ammounting to $

| A epprey

This expenditure was authorized Dby Departmental

BT BN s e coiieiesciniii dated..........cv.
Your obedient servant,

J/ -
.:f

Indian Agent

The Sccretary,
Department of Indian Affairs,

Ottawa.

Form No. 518

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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Voucher No. .............

CANADA

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

CWRE W TN O T mm———
+Abe:nl lnclion neeident il “ehool,

SERYICE AMOUNT

chol cu 111!'1‘.

painting roof mein building and rdece L lune un

revalrs snd paintings -uguat, 1lVo0.

.
e Lo 10 e luﬁg‘-l-b 4 Une :.}. lgbh.

00|00

ToraL, | |

e e —— e 1 e e e — T T 2 - - —

o —

e — e —— e —— B — . —

I Herepy CERTIFY that this Voucher is correct, that the material has been supplied, the work performed and
that the charges are fair and just; also that the expenditure has been incurred legitimately and that each item of the
same is a fair and just charge against the Government of Canada,

FORM No. 506

an Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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Indian Residential Fechool

Rev. F. K. Pivrs, B, A., PriNCciIPAL

L
Shlberne, B.C.. . Bept. 8, . ... 719384

Dept. of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa, Camada.

Dr. to Alverni Indian Seheol as per authority granted to expend
money passed in the estimates as per voushers.

Painting reofeof Residential and sehool bduildings, repairs
and deeorations as per wouehers!

Vousher #1 Johm Thompson, shingle paint.......cc .. «+0.$187.20 /
B ANel 3. TRERBG«sss s ses sassse sssnrsesrenes 00
" #3 George Gus, IMdiaRm.ccccccccsvsnnsciaccaceecs 18.00 /
w #4 Rovert George, IRdiaN.cccoceccccececce snnee 12.00
#5 Carter's Gemeral Store, 0il, tar & paint... 86.14
$6 Walter AdGmMB .. cc vecssoce sassesssssscsccses 105.00
#7 J. W. GOOrgesONicccccs sessess sensensssescsncsas 63.00 /
#8 Alverni Engineering WorkS.ccecccccccosccccs 1572

#9 ll AI c.r.“illli.iililiillillll'l'.lil!.ii 13-..

Al.! H.D.nu‘&....Ililllicli-ti.lilil L N 4'8'6.'/

GSBi66
Pald from sehool funéB.cccccccssces OB66

§500.00 -

g

G E LU
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CANADA

“1 r i

Letter No... .~ s veD e
0.

Office of the T'J’ ......................... Indian Agency,

August ¢

GAsaananasRasnadRaas s mananeEanaRBEsE a0

Sir,

| I enclose herewith Vouchers Nos

This expenditure was authorized

Letter No.

Indian Agent

The Seccretary,
Department of Indian Aflairs,
Ottawa.

Form No. 518

ndian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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Vote No.
Treaty No. ............

CANADA

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

TO ... M BT BOMMRE. .....cococc066.0i00008i082
Alberni indlun

——— — — T — e —

SERVICE ' AMOUNT

ilberni ' ohool ' ¢count July, 1926,

Cle:ning of eptiec “ank at slbern. inden

Heskdential ochool, July, 190506,

| r | ToTAL, | 20 0()

I Herey Certiry that this Voucher is correct, th.at the material has been supplied, the work performed and
that the charges are fair and just; also t!mt the expenditure has been incurred legitimately and that each item of the
same is a fair and just charge against the Government of Canada.

FORM No. 506
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CANADA INDIAN AGENT

-~

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)

— Pr— » = o T — - - il
- — - - - . —y - - ——— "-?—t—-_-' - ——
‘H- - il - [ —
L — a

PUBLIC ARCHIVES * ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES beR-Ca PY
CAWADA

Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque &t Archives Canada
www. collectionscanada.ge.ca



v

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS OFFICE OF
CANADA INDIAN AGENT
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 Report on Fire at Alberni Indian Residential School: Page 4.

0 1

Mr., Indian Agent Ashbridge will render his
own report; but I should like to say that when I arrived in
Port Alberni he had the situation well in hand.

I shall remain for a few days to render
Mr Ashbridge any help in my power, and to carry out any
investigation which the Indian Commissioner may wish, but
in the absence of deflnite instructions to the contrary I
propose to return to Victorlia at the end of the week or not
later than February 28th.

In addition to informing the Assistant Indian
Comuiissioner in Victoria by telephone of the fire by 2 P.M.
on the 2lst Mr Ashbridge wired to the Indian Affairs Branch in
Ottawa this morning as soon as the telegraph office was open.
Mr Ashbridge also wired to the Principal of the Ahousaht Indian
hesidential School tO-day and learned th.t the Principal,
Mr AE.Caldwell could accommodate up to twenty five children
if he were give some extra beds and bedding.

MOVEMENTS OF CHLLDREN SINCE FIKE:

At the time of my last inspection on
December 10th 1936 there were 70 boys and 53 girls in the
Alberni Indian Hesidential School,

Since the fire yesterday morning some 45
children from the local Indian Reserves have gone home to
their parents. A number of children from more distant places
are staying with relatives or friends on the local Reserves.
Some 50 or more children have gone home to outside points
with thelr parents 1n thelr own boats.

There remain to-night some twenty to thirty
children whose parents have not come for them and who in fact
for the most part liven in different parts of the Cowichan
Agency. Mr Indian Agent Ashbridge 1s arrangements with
Mr Indian Agent Graham to move the remaining children to
Nanaimo with a suitable escort, From Nanaimo 1t is hoped
that Mr Graham will be able to arrange the movements of children
to their own homes or to those of friends in one or two special
cases.

Mr Indlan Agent Ashbridge and I are agreed
that it is necessary to get the few children left on the school
property home as soon as possible. Many of the children are
only lately recovering from iliness, and there is no proper
accommodation now at the school for these children.

There is no need for the movement of these
children to other Indian Hesidential Schools at the present time.
should such cases arise from special conditions no doubt the
Indian Agents will comiunicate with the Vepartment. I had
thought that 1t would be necessary to move some at least of
the children to Coqualeetza and to Ahousaht, but such ehildren
as will in the end have to be sent there are being looked after
for the present in the homes of friends or relatives, if not
in fact at home,

There are some 33 head of cattle on the farm
attached to the school. A recommendation as to their disposal
will be made in my next report. In the mean time there is a
Farm Instructor to look after their needs.

iian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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Report on Fire at Alberni Indian Residential School: Page O.

&
HIGH SCHOOL PUPILS:

There are three boys attending the Alberni
District High School. These boys are living on the local
Indian Reserve and are continuing to at.end the District High
Sehool under instructions from Mr. Pitis.

RECENT DEATHS OF PUPILS:

Mr Ashbridge has brought to my notice
the faet that on or about the 1l4th of the present month
three girl pupils of this school died in hospital.

They all died from T.b.Meningitis 1 am
informed. The girls were:-

MARY BOB Duncan
BEKTHA FRED Alberni
ViOLET McKAY Ucluelet

I also understand that some boys have
been giving trouble at the school, but 1 have not had time
to inquire into this yet.

CAUSLE OF Il

I wish to say .t once that 1 am not as
;et satisfied that the cause of the fire was accidental.
There are features that lead me to think that this fire
might possibly have been caused by a pupil.

WILI.IAM and LOUE BOB Brothers of and
GERTIE BOB Sister of the deceased Mary Bob should be I
think investigated. The other dead chlldren appear to
have been without brothers or sisters at the school.

The previous school here was burned
on the 3rd of June 1917.

NEW SCHOOL:
The Reverend Principal has suggested to
me that the right course to fol.ow would be for the Indian
Affairs Branch to build a new Residential School to care
for the children lately at the Alberni Hesidential School,
and to absorb tnose now at Ahousaht,and the Uclulet Day School.

I would most earnestly and with the greatest
respect submit that great caution be taken in making any
promise to the United Church of Canada with regard to the
rebullding of this school.

I do not believe that the Albernli Indian
Residential School is wanted as such, or that the expense in
per capita grants here is justified, The Principal informed
me to-night that he could not suggest any child who should go
at once to another Residential School on the grounds of having
poor home conditions. If this 1s so it 1s indeed hard to

justify the presence of the children in any Residential School.

I do gonsider that a large Indian Day School
should be located on one of the Indian Reserves near Albernl
and I would strongly recommend that if not entirely too late,

the sum of at least $5,000.00 be set aside in the Supplementary
Estimates for the erec%ion ol such a gchod efore next September,

{AILChﬂLLES?&CLRl-

Port Alberni, B.C. Gerald H, Barry {'
February 23, 1937. Inspector of Indian Schools, B,C. d‘
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@ IDENTIAL Somass Hotel,
Port Alberni,

February <o,

Eluil.jOI‘ Lo M e idaélCI';&y,
Indian Commissioner,
P.,O0.Box 666,
Victoria, B.C.

Dear kajor Macnayi-

I am forwarding herewith my Preliminary
rt on tne destruction by iire of the Alberni Indian
idential School, West Coast Agency.

HeD
S

= L
- .

1t is now after 2 A.M. on the <ord and
I have been at work on thls report since Mo, Indlan
Agent Asnbridge left me about 10 P.M., Under the speclal
circumstances I believe that you will be glad to have
some particulars of the purning of this school at the
earliest pos:ible moment, but 1 would ask you and the
of ficials of tne Indlan Affairs Branch who may read tae
raport to forgive mistakes and errors as 4 am very tirea
indecd after a most iifficult journeyand a number ol
interviews.,

Mr Ashbridge and I shall visit tae Indian

mesidential Sechool propertiy at Albzrni to-mor: ow Or
pather tnis mornipg, Tuesday tne <3rd, and I shall prepare
a furtner report on that visit and forward it without delay.

Very little help can be had from the Reverend
Mr, Pitts. As I have reported several times ur Pitts 1s
a very poor organlze «nd he appears to have lost his head
comnletely. Mr. Indian Agent Ashbridge has excellent control
of the situation. He 1s unhappy that he 1s unable to get
a report ofi TO you to-night, but trusts that tae attached
report oi mine whicn ne nas read will be sufficient till
he and I complete our investigz.utions to-morrow.

May I most strongly urge 1in tnis confidential
letter tnat the Unitea Churci of Canada be not given any
promise with regard to the rebullding of the Alberni Indian
Residential School. An Indian bay School 1s regu-red nere
with well trained t=achers and not a badly managed Residential
gchool such as the Alberni Sechool has been for a number of
years. 1 do not believe that the Residentlal Schools are
wortn the large sums spent on them, Thougi SOME will have
to be kept in operation for various reasons. The Alberni
Residential School is not one ol tnese, what the Church may
urge to the contrary notwi chstanding.

A copy of this letter and ol my report is belng
sddressed to you in care ol the Indian Agent, Vancouver
as you may have left Victoria before the original can reach
you there. Please wire me any further—tnstructions that may
be necessary. 4 \ !
Yours sincerely, \ 12\

—_— #i\..ﬁl“

Gerald H. bBarry.
GHB/ Inspector of Indian Schools, B.Cos
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INSPECTOR'S REPOKRT ON INDIAN RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL ALBERN®

L

United Church of Canada. West Coast Agency

— — - - e ol —— — -

—— e

Purpose of Ieport:

Acting on the instructions of the
Indian Commissioner for British Columbia, I left
Vietoria on Sunday, February 2lst, spent that night
in Nanaimo, and arrived in Port alverni at 4.45 P,M,
this afternoon February <2, 1937.

F rom 5 P,M, to 6 P.,M. was spent 1in
the office of Mr., Indian Agent Ashbridge. The Indian
Agent gave me a clear account of what he knew of the
destruction by fire of the Alberni Indian lhesidential
Sehool on the morning of Sunday, February elst 1937.

The Principal of the school, the
Rev. F.Fh.Pitts,B.A. was good enough to meet the Indian
Agent and myseif at the Somass Hotel from about 7,30P.M.
to 8,30 P.M., this Monday evening. Mr Pitts was able
to clear up a number of points with regard to which
the Indian Agent had not been informed.

The purpose of this report is to
inform the Indian Comuissioner and the Indlan Affalirs
Branch at the earliest possible moment of the facts so
far brought to light with regard to the burning ofthe
Alberni Indian Hesidential Schocl. 1 have arranged to
visit the school property with Mr. Ashbridge to-morrow
but this Preliminary Report has to be prepared to-night
to cateh the mail leaving early in the morning.

A further report will be made when 1
have seen what 1s left of the school bullding, and
interviewed scme ofthe school staff, and such report
will be mailed on the mcrning of the c4th.

DISCOVERY OF FIEE:

The Principal states that two teacliers,
yiss Audrey S. Mills, and Miss Kathleen hHow, who were
not present at early Prayers, ana who reside on the
second floor of the building saw smoke about 8 A,bl,

They immediately rang the fire alarm.
The children were at the time at
breakfast.

RESULT OF FIRE ALARM:

The Principal states that the chlildren
left the builcing by the side doors. 1wo that were 1ill
in bed appear to have got up, and walked out of the
building. The reverend Principal does not seem clear
in his mind as to what did happen to the children., Fe
tried to locate the actual fire, and found that there
were flames and smoke around the locked door of the
attic room on the girls' side of the school., He states
that this attlic was always kept locked and that only he
and Mrs Pitts had keys of the Yale Lock on the door.

He unlocked the door and found the attlic 1n flames.

He tuen ran down to the main floor and returned to the
attic with a chemical fire extinguisher, Fe could not
rake much use of this as the smoke drove him away.

In the mean time a Mr Shaw, the farm Instructor, had
turned on the water of the stand pipe and had tried to
put water on the fire through the hose. He 10O was
driven away by smoke. Alberni Central Telephone Exchange
was informed of the fire by telephone at this time.
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