ready to assist, they do not consider that the R.C.M.P. should become
involved in such an investigation, as it rather revolves around the
administration of the school. I have informed Mr. Rhodes of this and
expressed the opinion that if any white man could secure such in-
formation, it would be Mr, Holloway, our Farming Instructor on the
Peepeekisis Reserve, as he {s well 1iked by the Indians, and I have
suggested that Mr, Rhodes consult him. I have also suggested that

he discuss the matter with George Deiter, one of the best farmers on
the Reserve, and probebly more in touch with what is actuslly going
on than any other Indian there. Deiter has previously been very
antegonistic to the Department, but has recently swung around and is
now working with us.

The boy who gave the first trouble is now back at the
school. He has assured Mr. Rhodes that he will give no further trouble.
The last offender is also at the school and has given the same assur-
ance. No punishment was inflicted on the first offender, but the last
one was well spanked in the presence of an R.C.M.P. official, who was
called in by Mr. Rhodes at the time of the offence.

It is my opinion that this will end this trouble at the
school, as both the Indians and the children see that they have gained
nothing by what they have done and will, I believe, abandon that method.
Mr. Rhodes, however, has considered the matter, and while he feels, as
I do, that the trouble may be over, he feels at the same time that
he is sitting on a volcano, as it were,

I would appreciate your advise as to what further action
should be taken in this matter.

Yours truly,

M—l

Thos. Robertson,
Inspector of Indian Agenciles,
Saskatchewan.,
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Ottava,
December 13, 1939.

Dear Sir:

I am in recelipt of your letter of the 8th

instant reporting on another case of so-called
attempted suliclide at the File Hlills school.

At the present time the Department has no

further advice to give you in regard to this
happeni but it is my intention to discuss the
matter with the representatives of the United
Church when they next visit the Department.

Yours truly,

R.A. Hoey,
Supt. of Velfare & Training.

Dr. Thos. Robertson,
/ Inspector of Indian Agencles,
' Regina, Sask.
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Division File No. 89#(1‘9_17’.

CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

'WAL

Division Sub-Division Detachment

LD
Province
Blﬂl{_o

e

File References

HEGINA. BALCA LS.
Date

wovember. s5th, iv39.

Re: Leginald AaluATIN =(Indlan) Juvenile)
Attenpted Sulelde (270) File 4ille sesidential
school, Baloarres Dist, Saske ( Asst to ~“ept of

dduen. & “escueenl. (. Lodlen.sLfedze. braush)
( BALCARKLE DLTACHMENT CAJE)
S0=11=39,

- de  Lelubive Lhe ubove Ur ¥.shodes, rrineipal of the above

Headquarters

tehool onllied at thie offiee this p,n, stating that on
I'rdday last duxling Lis absence from the school the above name-

- 4 youth hac attenpted t0 take his 1ife by hanging, he had

however been founé in time and neo damage %0 hiu nad ogeurred.

- %e I nratryolled at 6,30 p,m, by pte sute $o the said school

- Sub-Division

P R8e 39«27
e 98

Detachment

for the purpose of nnkinx*inVQltiaatlon, dr Hhodes produoced

~$hie lad who had been under guard since the attempt, I

Questioned this lad as to why he had attempted to take his
1ife, he slated that he did 1% hecause he wanted to leave

- 8chool and that he wao mistreated, he later denied this and
- 8tated he dld iV Legause he -antti to ocause trdudble and

that he had not bteen mistreated.
2. Inforaation ohtained at the school was to the effasct

~that Leewatla ran sway from the school on lNov.l7th and was

returned to the echool by his parents on Nov.2Ist, he ran
avay sgalr et 5,30 p,m, that night and his parents reported

' him st home on the 25rd ingt, heaxwas then brought bdaeck te

eohool by the staff and kept in hie room, on ¥riday morning
cne of Sne otefP sent a boy to Keewatin'e room to get the
dishes he oad veed when eating, the boy found Keewatin in
the bathroom trying to hang himself, he was taken down by

| Ur Gaaner and has since been kept under guard.

e Uidoubtatliy Lhnere is a moverent on foot through the
- #tudents at this school to cause trouble, the seat of the

trouble is unknown, At does not appear that this lad intended
:o s:ia his 1ife, he states himeelf he did it o cause
iouble

Ee codandelr 30 geldng to have Ur Slmes make an examination
of t71a lad ond 1o doubt he will be removed to the hospital

oY Toxrt u'Appelle, due to his age it a.pears that such is

Wha suly aetion %o he taken, 20ousver it 1is suggested that
these boys should not be returned tc this schoel, they should
if possible be sent elsewhere.

Ge ¥or reference see report re: Kenneth STONECHILD, Indian
Juvenile, Attempted uuleide »t the above school, this bdoy
has since been returned to the sc¢hool but runs away reppatedly

HANDEL OVER TO DEPT OF INDIAN AYFALLS,.
EXPENSE INCURKLD, Shown en Yorm.93
reriod., Nov.IG/HOth-1939-
A/L/Cnl.
9 .“‘0.10173I Unh&rl-
A/0 Salearres Lletachmens.
The VeCo Nelellel’ e
segina wub #ivision.
Sir: Feorwarded.

File numbers must be quoted
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”r’” - . =
Ris nald KEEWATIN « (Indian) Juvenil
\ Attempted Suicide {2“0) nlz E:u': ™
| | | Residential School Balcarres,Dist, Saak,

(As8% to |
L8 Dept nee & Resourves) (Indiean

“-mn-m-“m“-“-. e et G v .-

e 0.0ey ReCoMoPusy
"¥* Divieion,
REGINA, Samsk,

Forwardaed for {w.r information and in reference t
timo, m:t.mm“n:fo

Provious case

Kindly note contents

Extra copies attached for the infermatien
Department of Mines and Resources, Indian Affairs m'm::.m

C. Rivett-Carnac, Inspector
5-12-39 Commanding Regina SubeDivieion
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| ‘ ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION BRANCH

QUR FILE NDSHQ-D-_149-G—1 87 OﬂAWADQoembetlzPlgag -

EE T T

YOUR FILE NO‘ —

e AEmRsmsssrm e mnEE

Referred by direction of The Commissi
Mounted Police, Ottawa. ; oner, Royal Canadian

The Director,
Indian Affairs Branch,

Department of Mines and Resources,
OTTAWA, Ontario.
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ORI JINAL OM
b |

fk""p Balecarres,Sask.,0Oct. 1lst, 1940,

ot

Et ‘
p IT*S REPORT ON FILE HILLS AGENCY FOR SEPT ‘MBER.
/

'
5 6»" #
/

| % x x x

4 The file Hills Indian Residential School was
visited during the month. . was very favourably impressed
with the cleanliness of the different departments and the
general efficiency of the staff, whieh would reflect
capable supervision on the part of the Principal. At the
present time difficulty is being experienced with the water
supply at this school. 7The main souree of supply having been
cut off. The well in question is a drilled well some three
hundred feet in depth. The pump connection broke and to date
it has been impossible to retrieve the disconnected portion
from the bottom of the casing. Several experienced men have

been engaged and work is still being carriéd on.

E.S. JonGE-
Acting lndian 4gent.
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COFPY FOR The Secretary.

-

OFEICE OF THE IND' \N AFFAIRS
GENER. ERINTENDENT BRANCH
SNCIES CANADA

DEPARTMENT
OF

MINES AND RESOURCES File $3506-11B

Regina, Saskatchewan,
October 28th, 1940.

I am in receipt of a report foom the lounted Police
on Wilfred Deiter, an Indian boy from the File Hills Colony who ran away
from the school for the sscond time., Evidently the Folice were called in
and the boy in question was found with his Tather near their home on the
Ressrve. Oonstable kears states in his report as follows:

* Tn conversation with this boy and also his fether, 1t
was learned that his resson for running away [rom the
school, 1s due %0 the faet that he gets no class work,
he is doing outside work, such as hauling hay, cutting
wood, and general labourins, the father states, thet in
view of the fact thet his boy is receiving no better
education &t the school than he would receive at home,
end further that the other boys have ealisted and he oan
use this boy's help, he does not sncourage him to stay at
school.

With full knowledge of the fact, that Indians are fond of

making complaicte of frivilous nature, there would appear

to be some ground for this matter and in view of the fact

that hunting these children takes up considerable time, at

a time when other more important matters have to0 be neglected,

it is considered that some action should be taken to have
conditions rectified, in order thet there will be no recurrence."

Superintendent Hicholson of the Folice makes the
following remerk:

" It would be appreciated if the matter of this boy's escapades
sould bs brought to the sttention of the officials conscsrnsd
{n order that appropriate control may be exercised over his
future actions.”

I, of course, have not heard your part of the story
but from the foregoing if he were my boy and not receiving any education at
the school I certainly would not leave him there. - -

I am aware that . . . .
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I am aware that Indian boys oaly attend the
olassroom half days snd work half days alternately, but in the case
of thie boy he seems t0 be working all of the time.

#ill you please be good enough %o furnish me
with a full explanation in this coaneetion.

Jours truly,

L

/ : i ——

’ : hristianso
MC/ed General Superiatendent of Agencies.

"y

¥. Rhodes, 2aq.,

Prinoipel,

File Hills Indian Resideantial 3Seheel,
BALCARRES, - Sask.
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OFEICE OF THE -.
INDIAN AFFAIRS
CENE RINTENDENT | _ unr.mc:-l

woo— [ CANADA

DEPARTMENT
OF

MINES AND RESOURCES File §306«11B

Saskatchewan,
&8th, 1940,

I am herewith forwarding you & copy of

a letter that I have just written to the Principal of the
File Hills Residential School, Mr. F. Rhodes, which is self-explan=-

atory-

I shall advise you when I hear from him
regarding this matter,

Yours truly,

/ - le« Christianson

MC/ed Jeneral Superint it of Agencies.

The Secretary,
Indian Affeirs Branch,
Department of Mines & Resources,

OTTAWA, - Ont.
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o F,OF THE INDIAN AFFAIRS
CENE ERINTENDENT BRANCH

DEPARTMENT
OF

MINES AND RESOURCES File #S06-11

Regina, Saskatchewan,
November 28tLh, 1940,

To Dr. MeCill
Report on File Hills Residential School

I wish to inform you that while visiting the Lebret School
the week before last I left about 4.00 in the afternoon of the second
day for Balearres, where I stayed overnight, and the followingz day
inspected the File Hills Residdntizl School. While there I inspected
the school buildines, also the out-buildings, and everything in general
eonnected with the achool, and have come to the conclusion that this
institution 1s well managed in every way.

File Hills School is a very good building and the only
repeir work that is required is some decoreting in the kitchen, und
the Principal, I believe, has already arranged for this. Mr. Rhodes
renarked to me thet unless some unforeseen calamity happened he would
need but very little in the next 3 years. Here is a man who realizes
that there is a war on and does not intend to ask for enything unless
it 18 ebsolutely required. The out-buildings are small and scattered
all over the yard. They are all of cheap coanstruction but have been
painted recently snd are in good state of repair. This also applies
to the barn. The two classrooms are in a separate building and this
is also in 2004 stete of repair.

The school maintains about 35 head of cattle, mostly all
cows, and 22 were milking at the time of my inspection. They keep
chickens but no hogs. They also farm/35 acres of land which ylelded
a fair crop last year. They have all of the potatoes and vegetables

that they require, in fact the Principal told me that he had potatoes
to sell.

The children receive milk three times a day and us I was
there at noon I checked over the bill of fare and was in the dining
room while ihe children were eating. From the appearance of the
children and from the food that wae being served to them, I think
they are well cared for and they seemed to be happy and full of 1life.
However, the same thing applies here as at the other schools, that
is, the boys are not getting very much manual training, but MNr. Rhodes
ianformed me that he had hired a man to come to the school that very
day to teach this subject. The girls are getting the usual training

ziven in every . . .
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given in every boarding school. The ohil
o s dren are well clad and

e
s f//’/f Lo -

M. Christiaanson,
General Superintendent of Agencies.

i

—
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OSELCT OF THE ' FFAI
GENE RINTENDENT rND:ﬁiShu -
ENCIES k / CANADA

B
U
r 4

DEPARTMENT
OF

i !T.»IIN_ES AND RESOURCES File #306-<11

egina, Saskatchewan,
vember 28th, 1940,

eport on File Hills Residential School

I wish to inform you that while visiting the Lebret School
the week before last I left about 4.00 in the afternoon of the second
day for Balearres, where I stayed overnight, and the following day
inspected the File Hills Residdntial School. While there I inspected
the school buildings, also the out-buildings, and sverything in general
connectad with the school, and have come to the coneclusion that this
institution is well managed in every way,

File Hills School is a very good building and the only
repair work that is required is some decorating in the kitechen. and
the Principal, I believe, has already arranged for this. Mr. Rhodes
remarked to me thet unless some unforeseen calamity happened he would
need but very little in the next 3 veare, Here is a man who realizes
that there is a war on and doeg not intend to ask for anythinz unless
1t 18 absolutely required. The out-buildings are small and scattered
all over the yard. They are all of cheap construction but have been
painted recently and are in good state of repair. This also applies
to the bern., The two classrooms are in a separate building and this
18 also in good state of repair.

The school mainteins about 35 head of cattle, mostly all
cows, and 22 were milking at the time of my inspection. They keep
chickens but no hogs. They also farm35 aceres of land which yielded
a fair crop last year. They have all of the potatoes and vegetebles
thet they require, in fact the Principel told me that he had potatoes
to sell.

The children receive milk three times a day and as I was
there &t noon I checked over the bill of fare and was in the dining
room while the children were eating. From the appearsnce of the
children and from the food that was beinz served to them, I think
they are well cared for and they seemed to be happy and full of life.
However, the same thing epplies here as at the other schools, thet
is, the boys are not getting very much manual training, but Mr. Rhodes
informed me that he had hired a man to come to the school thst very

day to teach this subject. The girls are getting the usual training

ziven in every . . .
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given in every boarding gchool. The children are well
well cared for.

Yours truly,

M. Christianson,
General Superintendent of Agencies.
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‘ f, OF THE INDIAN AFFAIRS
GENE RINTENDE -. BRANCH
f
* SENCIES CANADA

DEPARTMENT
OF

MINES AND RESOURCES

Regina, Saskatche
November 20th, 1

Report on the File Hills Indian Residential School

Dear Sir:

I wish to inform you that I visited the File Hills
Indian Residential School om the Sth instant.

1 reported on this School on November 28th, 1940,
and everything is practically the same as it was at that time.

The buildings are in about the same state of repair
a8 they were last year.

The crop, however, was very poor this year on
account of drouth, and they only threshed 900 bus. of Oats from 63 acres,
and 570 bus. of Wheat from 40 acres. The Principal also informed me
that they only harvested 300 bus, of Potatoes and it will be necessary
for him to purchase edditional potatoes during the Winter. This is no
fault of the School, simply a case of lack of moisture,

They have the same amount of cattle at the School
as they had last year and at the time of my visit they were milking
12 cows.,

The well at the School with which they had so much
trouble last year, is functioning satisfactorily at the present time
and they have an abundance of water.

1 was in the classrooms talking to the children

and they all looked exceptionally well. Therefore they are evidently
well cared for and there was no sickness of any kind in the School.
There were 90 children in residence and Iwo still to come, at the time

of my inspection.

Yous's tru)y,

o~

The Secretary, . . christiansor
Indian Affairs Branch, OTTAWA. General Superintendemt of Indian Agencies.
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Novembey 25,

Dear Bir:

I am in receipt of your letter
of the 20th instant, reporting on vour recent
visit to the File Hi1ls Indian Residentisal

It is regretted that owing to
drought the crop was poor,

am pleased to note that you found

1n orﬂor and was .lzcctnlly interested
statement that the well is functioning
attotO!lly.

Yours truly,

T7% =7

T R. L. MacInnes,
Secretary.

M. Christianson
General Supt. of Inzlln Agencies,

Dominion Public Bulldin‘
Cor. Boarth & Viectori {rocta,
B.linl. Sask.
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| INDIAN AFFAIRS
eICE OF THE A A
CENE RINTENDENT
ENCIES CANADA

DEPARTMENT
OF

MINES AND RESOURCES

File §306-1iL

In & conversation over the telephone with
Actine Indian Agent at File Hills, he informed
:::.t:::.;;.t:: Hhod:i. the Principal of the File Hilt; I::;::h
Residential School is submitting his resignation %o t. =
Authorities, to take effect at the end of January ;::.;‘1 R
has evidently accepted a position with one of the
ment Departments here in Regina.

No doubt you will be advised of this by the
United Church Authorities.

« Chri
MC/ed nerel Superintendent of Indian Agencies.

The Secretary,
Indien Affairs Branch,
m' «° Ont -
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INDIAN AFFAIP
BRANCH

CANADA

DEPARTMENT

OF
MINES AND RESOURCES File #306~11

Regina, Saskatchewan,
194

Dear Sir:

I wish to inform you that Mr. Frank Rhodes,

the Principal of the File Hills Indian Residential School,
Balcarres, telephoned to me today and asked me %O notify our
Department that he had received no word from the Church as to
who is going to take over the school and he is anxious %0

leave some time next week,

He claims to have everything ready for
somebody else to take over. _

Yours truly,

b

M. Christianson,

MO/ed Ganeral Superintendent of Tndian Agencies.

The Secretary,
Indian Affairs Branch,

myﬂA ’ — 0 nt .
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Ottawa,
January 27, 1942.

Reverend Sir:

In a letter dated the 87¢h ultimo Mr.
Christianson advised me that Mr. F. Rhodes,
Prineipal of the File Hills Indian nutmuu
School, was submitting his resignation to you
effeotive January 31, 1948. Mr. Christianson
hu been informed thn Mr. Rhodes is acoept

position with one of the Dominion Govermmen
anrhnu in Regina.

I am today in receips of another letter
from Mr. Christianson dated January 23 whieh
reads as follows:

"I wish to iaform you that Mr. Frank
Rhodes, the Prineipal of the File Hille Indian

Residential Sehool, h.'l.ounl. tolo)houd to [T
today and asked me to notify o

that he had reoceived no word fro- the Ohuroh as
to who i»s .ou! $0 take over the school and he
is anxious to leave some time next week.

"He olaims %0 have everything ready for
somebody else to take over."

I should appreciate hearing from you in
regard tSo the above.

Yours truly,

Rev. Geo. Dorey, D. D..
Assoociate Secre
Board of Home Miss m,

United Chureh of Canada, R.A. Hoey,
399 Queen 8t. Vest, Supt. of Welfare & Training.

Toronto 8, Ons.
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D. E. GALLOWAY, ASSISTANT VICE-PRESIDENT, TORONTO, ONT.

STANDARD TIME

— 86 Y 0C 36 COLLECT N L

secy 1009 ‘

INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH OTTAWA ONT
F ROUNDLAKE SCHOOL

RES IDENT 1AL SCHOOL PRINC IPAL FROM 2

NT INVENTORY OF

OU REQUIRE

RE FILEHILLS
ARRIVED THERE TODAY TO TAKE OVER MANAGEMENT DO YOU WA

GOVERNMENT PROPERTY CHECKED OVER BEFORE MR RHODES LEAVES IF Y

THIS REPLY BY WIRE
M CHRISTIANSON

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6307, file 653-1, part 2)

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

CANADA

Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada
www.collectionscanada.gc.ca




Dear 8ir:

I have your Selegream of tln 28%h instant
wish reference to the ehange of Prineipal at the
File Hills Residential Sehoel.

T™e bdooks eof this school have been
audited recently and will be audited ;E:. in
due course. Both the Round Lake and Hills
Sehools are under the direetion of the United
Churoh of Canada and it has nots beea our practioe
to take an inventory of Government p at
the time of the ohanging of Prineipal.

Yours truly,

T QL= 7

T.R.L. MacInnes,
Secre tary.

Mr. M. Christianson,

Gen. Sups. of Indian Agensies,
Dominion Publie m..

Secarsh & Vietoria,

Regina, Sask.
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REV. ROBERT B. COCHRANE, D.D.

REV. A. LLOYD SMITH. D.D. SECRETARY

REV. GEORGE DOREY, D.D.
ASSOCIATE SECRETARY

REV. MALCOL'A C. MACDONALD, B.A,
TORONTO 2, ONTARIO ASSISTANT SECRETARY

Your File 1l1l~-1-1

Attention of Mr, R, A, lHoey

Indian Affairs Branch, ,
Department of Mines and Resources, -, "/
Ottawa, Ontario,

Dear Mr, Hoey: Re -~ File Hills Residential School

In reply to your letter of January 27th, =jyou will
of course remember that this Indian Residential School is being
managed by the Woman's Missionary Society, Mrs, Loveys informed
us that they had a letter from Mr. Rhodes, saying that he was
going to quit, They had no one whose nomination they wished to
submit to you just now. I am informed that they have arranged
for Mr. Huston, of the Round lake School, to go up to File Hills
at regular intervals, so that the work may be carried on by Miss
Pugh. I understand, also, that they have been in touch with the
Agent, who will give all the assistance possible. I think the

work will go along very wel

Yours sincerely,

ey ’
WA/ '
GD.MLT L |
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February 4, 1942.

Dear S1ir:

On reeeipt of your letter of the 23xrd
ultimo, rorrun{ the principalship of the File
Hills Residential School, I wrote to the Board
of Home Missions of the United Churech of Canada
and have just received the following reply:

"You will of course remember that this
Indien Residential Sehool is being managed by
the Woman's Missionary Society. Mrs. Loveys
informed us that they had a letter fram Mr. Rhodes,
saying that he was going to quit. They had no one
vhose nomination they wished to submit to you juss
nowv. I am informed that they have arranged for
Mr. Huston, of the Round Lake Sechool, %o up teo
File Hills at regular intervals, so that the work
may be carried on by Miss Pugh. I understand,
also, that they have been in touch with the Agens,
who will give all the assistance possible. I
think the work will go along very well."

Yours truly,

T =7

T-R.Li Hl.m..
Secretary.
Mr. M. Christianson,
Gen. Supt. of Indian Agencies,
Dominion Publie Bldg.,
Scarth & Vietoria,
Regina, Sask.
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| Baloarres, laske
Plle ii1lle agoney March 224, 1942,

1 hereby subnit my Mmonthly report covering
the File lillls Agenoy for the month of LI’. 1042,

Since there is not a Principal in residence
at the File Hills Residential School, I visited
the school several times during the month. I found
Mise Pugh, the Matron in Charge, 1s managing the

institution very well.

E.ﬂ. JOnne
Asting Indian Agente
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Ottawa
March 11, 1948.

Reverend 3Sir:

I desire to refer to your letter of the
2nd ultimo and previous correspondence in
conneotion with the Principalship of the File
Hille Indian Residential Sehool. The Aoting
Indian t reports that, as there is no
Prined i{n residence, he visited the sehool
8OYV@ times during the month and found Miss
Pugh, who is in charge, managing the {nstitution
very well. Has the Woman's Missionary Soclety
nni {dea when the services of a new Prinel
will be available for the File Hills Se ?

Yours truly,

R l‘i HO.Y.
Supt. of Welfare & Tralning.

Rev. Qeo. Dorey, D.D.,
Assooiate Secretary,
Board of Home Missions,
United Church of Canada,
Toronto 8, Ont.

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6307, file 653-1, part 2)

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

CANADA

Library and Archives Canada / Bibliothéque et Archives Canada
www.collectionscanada.gc.ca



-~
e e of Jewe St T e

P QUEEN ST. WEST REV. MALCOLM C. MACDONALD, B.A.
TPRONTO 2, ONTARIO ASSISTANT SECRETARY

Indian Affairs Branch,
Department of Mines and Resources,
Ottawa, Ontario.

Dear Mr. Hoey: Re - File Hills Residential
_.Sehool (File lll-l-l)

I have been in touch with the Woman's Mission-
ary Society and they advise me that, so far, t hey are not
in a position to make a nomination for the principalship
of File Hills. I rather expect that this will be coming
through in the course of a few days. In the meantime, I
am glad to know the report is that the work is being well
looked after,.

Yours sincerely,
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Ottawa, April 9, 1942,

Dear Doctor Dorey:

I am enclosing ha;ow::hi f:{ gour
information, copy of a telegram dat pr ’
received by’thil Branch from Mr. M Christianson.
The subject matter of this telegram, you #1111 note,
is self-explanatory.

I have been asked to pr:{a;; for sena
Minister, from the information avalilabie on

;2:0,1a complete :oport on the File Hills School
buildings and the administration of the institution.
T am anxious to know the exact date Mr. Thodes re-
signed and if a permanent principal was appointed
prior to the destruction of the classroom building
by fire. Any information you can supply me with
along the lines suggested will be very much
appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

R. A. Hoey,
Supt. of Welfare % Training.

greverend George Dorey, D.D.,
Associate Becretary,
Board of Home Missions,
United Chureh of Canada,
209 Queen SBtreet West,
Toronte 2, Ont.
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“I" (COPY)
Original on 111-1-=5

AIR MAIL Regina, Saskatchewan
April 17¢h, 1948.

Dear Sir:

Regarding the burning of the classrooms at the File
Hills Indian Residential Sohool, which happened on the 8th
{nstant, when Mr. Jones, the Indian Agent, was in the offioce
here last week, he was of the opinion that the fire had been
started by rauity electric wiring. However, he now informs
me that a few days after some of the children started %o
discuss the fire at different times and there were a lot of
rumours floating around. Therefore Mr. Jones got in tousch
with Cpl. MeCarro, of the R.C.M.Police, Balocarres, who carried
out an invostlgnt{on at the sohool, during which three boys
admitted setting fire to the sohooi.

The boy who actually 11t the mateh and started the
fire is only 12 years old and is from the Carlton Ageneoy,
Mistawvasis Reserve. Benny Pasqua and J Keepiness, aged
15, of the Qu'Appelle Agenay, helped the little fellow and
more or less foroed him %o start the fire.

Agent Jones was in the office today and we went to
see Superintendent Darling, of the R.C.M.Police here in the
oity. While we were there he got in touch with Commissioner
Ring, of the Bureau of child Proteotion and it was deocided %o
take the three boys into custody. Mr. Jones is to lay the
charges tonight when he returns to Balocarres. These boys
will be brought in to Regina very likely so-morrow and placed
in the Industricl Sohool here until such time as their ocase
comes up.

Have you any instructions to give in the matter? You
will receive this letter on Monday morning, as I am sending
{¢ by Air Mail, and if you write back immediately I should
receive your reply on Tuesday. The Police Report will not
be forwarded by Cpl. MeCarro until about Monday.

Yours traly,

(S8gd.) M. Christianson,
General Superintendent of Indian
Agencles.
The Secoretary,
Indian Affairs Branch, OTTAWA.
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