ndizn Residential School Page 2.

TTIC IN W H FIRE APPEARS TO HAVE STARTED:

This attic was intended to be used as
a Dormitory on the girls' side, but does not appear
ever to have been used as such.

The corresponding attic room on the boys'
side was used fcr some time as a dormitory.

The Principal states that the attlc on
the girls! side was used to store clothes and ex tra
pedding. He denies that cleaning materials were kept
there

The Principal states that the main flues
two, one being from the kitchen 1 understand, with two
ventilation flues, one being from the kitchen, passed
through this attic, and that there was a radiator in
the ventilation flue, the latter in some way covered
with beaver boarding or some such material. He thinks
that dust in the ventilating flue may have become ignited
with sparks from the kitchen, This appears 1o me to be
just a wild guess, but I shall make further investigation.
The ventilation fiues opened on each floor. I rather
wonder if burning paper could have been placed 1in one
of these on a lower floor, and I shall investigate this.

The above mentioned smoke and ventilation
flues were some six feet from the door where the fire
was first seen.

PROGRESS OF FIRE:

The fire appears to have spread quickly
through the attics under the roof. The action of the
Principal in opening the door of the attic on the girls!
side when he discovered that room to be on fire of
course increased the draft and spread the fire.

The school burned from the top downwards
and took some hours to do so according to the Principal's
statements. He is the only member of the staff that 1
have seen so far, and it is very clear to me thatl the
Reverend Gentleman completely lcst his head.

NOTIFICATION OF FIRE TO INDIAN AGENT:

It would not appvear that the Principal
telephoned to the Indian Agent.,

Mr. Indian Agent Ashbridge informs me that
the first he heard of the fire was when the B.C.Police
informed him by telephone at about Noon on the 2lst
FOUR HOURS AFTER THE OUTBREAK and when ine school had
been destroyed.

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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Report on Fire at Alberni Indian Residential School: Page &

ACTUAL FIGHTING OF FIHE:

The Alberni City Fire Department arrived shortly
after the outbreak, within perhaps the first half hour,
No doubt the alarm to the Central Telephone Exchange caused
the ringing of the town bell as the fire alarm, Some bell
was rung.
Two lines of hose were taken up the iron fire
escapes and water thrown on the fire.

Reference to my reports on this school will show
that the pressure in normal times 1s only sufficient to throw
water from one line of hose to the roof from the ground, but
not over the roof. With two lines the water would not reach
the roof, but in any case the h#se ware taken up the fire
escapes.

The pressure fell as the fire was fought, and it
is doubtful if there was sufiicient water from the City supply.

The Alberni Pacific Lumber Co., fire pump was brought
to the scene of the fire and an attempt made to draw water
from the river., Time was wasted with more or less frozen
hose lines and the fire pump would not function for some half
hour through some defect,l am informed.

ACTIONS OF STAFF AND SOME OF THE PUPILS DURING FIKLE:

It would appear that when the children first
evacuated the bullding they Just dispersed, and little attempt
was made to preserve discipline. This wili be investigated.

Some of the staff and some of the boys carried
articles out of the bullding. The girls took a blanket each
the Principal informs me, though how they got these 1 have
still to discover, The boys do not appear to have taken
plankets with them. Some furniture was removed INCLUDING
A PIANO, The Principal states that classroom material and
desks were not saved from tne main bullding.,

Indians helped to save articles, and the Indlan
agent 1s issuing a Search Warrant as a result, as it is believed
that articles were just stolen by the helpers.

The teachers would appear to have lost most of
their clothes and belongiigs, and the children to have little
but what they were wearing at the time.

In general from the little information in my
possession so far it would appear that all the usual foolish
mistakes were made and the wrong articles saved, including
musical instruments, while children's clothes and blankets
except on the girls! side were lost. I am informed two
Singer Sewlng Machines and the Principal's papers and records
were saved. ~—

ULLDING VieDs

The Primary Classroom and the cottage at one time
occuplied by the Farm Instructor were not burned, Some boys
are being housed in the former and some of the staff and girls
are with the Principal's famlly in the latter.

The desks and material in the Primary Classroom
were of course saved,

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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Report on Fire at Alberni Indlan Residential School: Page 4.

Mr. Indian Agent Ashbridge will render his
own report; but I should like to say that when I arrived in
Port Alberni he had the situation well in hand.

I shall remain for a few days to render
Mr Ashbridge any help in my power, and to carry out any
investigation which the Indian Commissioner may wish, but
in the absence of definite instructions to the contrary 1
propose to return to Victoria at the end of the week or not
later than February 28th.

In addition to informing the Assistant Indian
Com.issioner in Victorlia by telephone of the fire by 2 P.M,
on the 21st Mr Ashbridge wired to the Indian Affairs Branch in
Ottawa this morning as soon as the telegraph office was open.
Mr Ashbridge also wired to the Principal of the Ahousaht Indian
residential School tO-day and learned th.t the Prineipal,
Mr A,E.Caldwell could accommodate up to twenty five children
if he were give some extra beds and beddlng.

MOVEMENTS OF CHLLDREN SINCE FILrik:

At the time of my last inspection on
December 10th 1936 there were 70 boys and 538 girls in the
Alberni Indian Hesidential School,

Since the fire yesterday morning some 45
children from the local Indian Reserves have gone home to
their parents. A number of children from more distant places
are staying with relatives or friends on the local Reserves.
Some 50 or more children have gone home to outside points
with theilr parents in thelr own boats.

There remain to-night some twenty to thirty
children whose parents have not come for them and who 1in fact
for the most part liven in different parts of the Cowichan
Agency. Mr Indian Agent Ashbridge 1s arrangements with
Mr Indian Agent Graham to move the remaining children to
Nanaimo with a sultable escort. From Nanalmo i1t is hoped
that Mr Graham will be able to arrange the movements of children
to their own homes or to those of friends in one or two special
cases.

Mr Indian Agent Ashbridge and I are agreed
that it is necessary to get the few children left on the school
property home as soon as possible. Many of the children are
only lately recovering from iliness, and there 1s no proper
accommodation now at the school for these children.

There is no need for the movement ol these
children to other Indian Hesidential Schools at the present time,
Should such cases arise from special conditions no doubt the
Indian Agents will comiunicate with the VYepartment. 1 had
thought that it would be necessary to move some at least of
the children to Coqualeetza and to Ahousaht, but such ahlldren
as will in the end have to be sent there are being looked after
for the present in the homes of friends or relatives, if not
in fact at home,

There are some 33 head of cattle on the farm
attached to the school. A recommendation as to their disposal
will be made in my next report. In the mean time there 1s a
Farm Instructor to look after their needs.

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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Keport on Fire at Alberni Indlian Residential Sschool: Page O

I1GH SCHOOL PUPLILS ¢

There are three boys attending thne Alberni

District High gechool. These boys are 1iving on the local
Indian LHeserve and are continuing to at.end the District High

Sechool under instructions from Mr. Pitis.

RECENT DEATHS OF PUPILS:

Mr Ashbridge has brought to my notice
tne fact that on OT about the 14th of the present month
three girl pupils of this school died 1in hospital.

They all dled from T.b.Meningltis I am
informed. 1he girls were:i-
MARY BOB
BERTHA FRED Alberni
ViOLET McKAY Ucluelet

I also understand thal SONE boys have
peen giving trouble at tine school, but 1 nave not haa time
to inguire into tnis yet.

CAUSE OF Flouss

1 wish to say + once that 1 am not as
;et satisfied that the cause of the fire was accidental.
There are features that lead me O think that this fire
might pos-ibly have peen caused by a pupil.

41L1.IAM and LOUE BOB Brothers of and
GERTIE BOB Sister of the deceased Mary Bob should be 1
think investigated. The other dead children appear to
have been without prothers or sisters at the school.

The previous school here was burned
on the 3rd of June 1917.

NEW SCHOOL:

The Reverend Principal has suggested 1o
me that the rignt course to fol.ow would be for the Indian
Affailrs Branch toO build a new Residential School to care
for the children lately at the Alberni Residential School,
and to absorb tnose nNow at Ahousaht,and the Uelulet Day School.

1 would most earnestly and with the greatest
respect submit that great cautlon be taken in making any
promise toO the United Church ol Canada with regard 1o the
repuilding of this school.

I do not bellieve that the Alberni Indian
Residential School is wanted as such, Or that the expense 1n
per capita grants here is justified. Principal informed
me to-night that he could not suggesl any child who should go
at once to another Residential School on the grounds of having |
poor home conditions. If this is so it is indeed hard to I
justify the presence of the children 1in any Residential School.

1 do gonsider that a large Indian Day School
should be located on one of the Indian Reserves near Albernl
and I would strongly recommend that if not entirely too late,
the sum of at least %5 000,00 be set aside in the Supplementary
Estimates for the erac%ion o’ such a §cnoo efore next September.

K\““——~H1&Ln£hﬂliggﬂlh\~

port Alberni, B.C. Gerald H, Barry {-
February <&, 1937. Inspector of Indlian schools, B.C.
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Dear Bipr:

I desire to acknowled with
thanks, receipt of your letter of ¢ 'auth
ultimo, enclosing report of Inspector Barry
with reference to the fire which destroyed the

Alberni Indian Regid
- 7 oy sldential School on the 21st

Yours truly,

R. A, Hoe
Supt. of Welfare I'Trnlnlnc.

D. M, laoluyﬁom.,

Indian esloner,

4}} Viotoria, B.C.
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Dear 34pr:

I desire to aock
receipt of o “°'1'df. with thank
on the f£1 your letter of the td . e 1-,

d d the A
dential S 2lst ultllo}b'rni indian Resi-

Yours truly,

R. A, Hoe
Supt. of Welfare ijrninlns.

Agent
Port Al'b;mil B.C.
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{ ‘A y Tw OF INDIAN AFFALRS
g commissioNE OFFICE

.l* ¢=‘ \ ANADA {
IN YOUR REPLY R . TO
P, O, BOX

.. 18/156/48129§ | |
/ / | VICTORIA, B.c., February 24, 1937,

ALSO TO DATE OF THIS LEFTER

/i
/
7{

/

Dear 3Sir:

I have the honor to transmit nerewith 1
_ ] et ter
23rd inftant received from Capt. G.H. Barry, Inspgctgg g?e
Ind}an ucgools,‘ﬂ.s., covering his report on the destruction
by fire of' the Alberni Indian Residential School, West Coast

-4

aAgency, B.C.

Your obedient servant,

e Cs Perry.
m b | T 11 P
fFor L. M, MacKay,
Indian Commissioner for B.C,

The 3Secretary,
Department of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa, Ont,

ndian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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FIRE DESTROYS
§75,000ISLAND
INDIAN  SCHOOL

150 Sechool Children
Escape in Sunday
Morning Blaze.

'FIREMEN HELD UP

(Bpecial to The Dally Pirovines.)
ALBERNI, B. C, Feb, 22.-Grim

stone walls of the lower floor and
a gaunt main chimney are all that
are left of the £75,000 Indian resi-
dential school at Alberni,

| The building was completely de-
stroyed by fire at 8 o'clock Sunday
morning. Between the foundation

walls are piled charred timbers and
the debris of every description
from the upper storeys of the hlock.

The alarm was given by a resi-
'dent teacher who discovered smoke |
coming from the attic above. For-
tunately practically all of the one
hundred and fifty odd students
were at breakfast and so able to
make their escape immediately. |

ROADS IMPEDE TRUCKS.
The alarm was put In for the
Alberni fire department which

responded immediately but the
three-mile run under slush road
conditions gave the fire ample time
to progress.

The school was protected by
hydrants of the one and one-half
inch size and the meagre water
supply was Insufficient to cope with
the flames which had gained a
strong hold in the attic, which ran
the whole length of the buillding.

First thought of F. E. Pitts and
his teaching staff was the safe re-
moval of the students. Then, with
the fire crashing down first through
one floor then another, the firemen
were driven from the bullding with
: to save little in the
way of furniture.

LAUNDRY LAST.

' The lsundry part of the four-
storey structure was the last to fall
‘& prey to the flames and quantiites
of clothing was saved from there.

INFLUENZA HITS INDIANS
IN ALL PARTS OF CANADA

Traders. Police, Doctors

Aecroplanes Help—Mor-
tality Rate Low

TRAPPING 1S LEAN|

By R. W. LIPSETT

Ottawa, Feb. 16.—~The Indian af-
fairs department to-day confirmed
reports that influenza continues|
epidemic among Indians in all parts
of the Dominion. It was officially
stated that the mortality rate has|
been comparatively 1ow, however,

The number of known cases of
pneumonia and scarlet fever Is
small and the recoveries proportion- |
ately high. ‘There have been many
cases of measles, but almost all re-|
ported have been mild in type. {

The department said it was be-|
lieved the peak of ‘he epidemic had|
been passed. It was stressed that
the epidemic this winter had swept
the Indian popuilation from one end
of the Dominion to the other,

400 Children 111
Special to The Star

Kenora. Feb. 18.—More than 400
Indian school children and hundreds
of other Indians have been affected
by an epidemic of sickness which
has spread through the Indian popu-
lation of 2,700 in Kenora district
this winter. Most of the sickness
has been influenza, but there have
been many cases of measles and
scarlet fever.

Desperate efforts of Frank Ed-
wards. Indian agent, and the
M.O.H's of the distric:, Dr. O. Gor-
man and Dr. Mitehe!l of Sioux Look-
out and Dr. A. D Ferguson of
Kenora, who have depended much

A——

|

upon air companies to get to the
scene of reported outbreaks in|
haste, have prevented the epidemic
developing into a serious pneumonia |
outbreak.
. Although mild, the epidemic Is, |
vertheless, making conditions ex-
ceedingly difficult for the Indians, |
' who have not yet developed the re- |
sistance of the While against such
sickness. In addition, the trapping

season has been very lean and some
Imay find themselves fecing a food|
shortage. No deaths have been re-
ported.

Word of outbreaks has been
' brought in by Hudson's Bay Co.
traders or police. [he Indian agent
has obtained a doctor when neces-
sary, using aeroplanes 1o fly medical
| help or medicine to the scene.
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Form 6102, replacing Form 2A-T.W.

e m— E xclusive Connection

CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED ¢ Co
WESTERN UNION
TELEGRAPH CO.

v Cable Service
NI!"- L-Ill.'l' | e ";‘"" to all the World
“Pairen should mark in Xopes w Transferred
B O HE MESSAGE Money It
WL BE TRANSMITTED AS

by Telegraph
A FULL-RATE TELEGRAM HEAD OFFICE, TORONTO, ONT,

RECEIVER'S NO. ‘ TIME FILED

.—q—-——"‘_—-__-—-—

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

Ottawa, Ont., March 3rd, 1937.

P. B. Ashbridge, E£8q.,
Indian Agent,
Port Alberni, B. C.

EXPEND ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR PURPOSE MENTIONED
YOUR TELEGRAM

T. R. L. Maclnnes.

hg. 1.A. Branch,
I}opt. u- & Rl
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CLASS OF SERVICE
Full-Rete M ———— PRINTED 1N CarMana
h Letter DL ORIGINAL OF MESSAGE
Night Message NA

Nigh* Letter
oTwerds) i ~ul e

o se o character B T T T T T T U MRS sy Mty Gmey e -
indicated by the .
2

D. E. GawLoway, Assistant Vice-Pagsioeny, Tonowro, Owr.

" STANDARD TIME
MOA265 A% . d BU
/;, 2@ PORTALBERNI BC 2 350P

SECRE TAW
i
INDIAN BRANCH DEPT MINES AND RESQURCES OTTAWA ONT
REQUEST AUTHORITY TO EXPEND UP TO ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS TO

WESTERN UNION
TELEGRAPH CO.

Cable Service
to all the World

Money Transferred
by Telegraph

RELIEVE DISTRESSED SCHOOL CHILDREN REQUIREMENTS CLOTHES AND SHOES

P B ASHBRIDGE.
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Ottawa, March 3, 1937.

Dear DPDr. Cochrane:s

1 am enclosing, for your information,
copy of a report on the fire at the Alberni
Residential School, signed by kKr. P. B.
Ashbridge, Indian Agent.

I was glad to learn that it is Dr.
Dorey's intention to visit Ottawa on his way
to the Laritime Frovinces, next week. I shall
be glad to discuse with him at that time the
educational problem confronting us, as a result
of the fire. Any hour that Dr. Dorey may find
convenient will be suitable for me.

Yours very sincerely,

Lt
R. A. Hoey,
Supt. of Welfare & Training.

Rev. Robt. B, Cochrane, D.D.,
secret , Board of Home Kissions,
United Church of Canada,

2090 .ueen Street vest,

Toronto, Ont.

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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REV. ROBERT B. COCHRANE, D.D.

Board of Fpome Missions AL

REV. D. C. MACGREGOR, D.D.
REV. GEORGE DOREY, D.D.

mht W ahl‘r‘h ui Mﬂhl ASSOCIATE SECRETARY

REV. BRUCE G. GRAY

299 QUEEN sT. WEST
TORONTO 2, ONTARIO ASSISTANT SECRETARY

yr, R. A. Hoey,
Supt. of Welfare and Training,

Tndian Affairs Branch,
Ot t aw &, Ontario.

My dear lLX. Hoey ¢ Re: Alberni Residential
School

Your letter of Pebruary 22nd, addressed
We will lookK forward to

s duly received.
us & full report of the fire &t Alberni
hand from yourT Agent

cts to be 1in Ottawa on his

to the Maritime Provinces ©On muesday next, and will
1ty of discussing with you person=

@ opportuni

t+he Indian aducat ional work of the
West coast of Vancouver Island. it
ich it would be most con-
uld b e zled if you

to Dr. Dorey, W&

having yau send
‘ comes 1O

there.

ey
hope to have th
slly the future of
United Church on the
there 1is any special hour gt wh
venient for yod to see Dr, Dorey, we WO

would let u8 Know.
Believe m@®,

Very sincer aly yours

. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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DEPARJMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
CANADA

IN YOUR REPLY REFFR TO i _ COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE

v. 15/15/48136 . X P. 0. BOX 6o el

ALSO TO DATE OF THIS LETTER - L/ TORIA' B.C., Tl .

Dear Sir:

; i 1 beg to refer to my letter of yesterday's date,
No.15/15/48129, and to enclose herewith a further letter
and report from Capt. G.H. Barry, Inspector of Indian
Sehools, B.C., with regard to the fire at the Alberni
Indian Residential School, West Coast Azency, B.C.

Your ovedient servant,

‘ Ce Co Perry,
for D. M. MacKay.
Indian Commissioner for B.C.

I'he Secretary,
Department of Indian Affairs,
Ottawa, Ont.

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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Indian Agent's Office,

.&OHEIDENTIAL Port Alberni, B.C,

February 25, 1937. 5 P.M.

Major D, M., MacKay,
Indian Commissioner,
P.0.,Box 666,
Victoria, B.C.

Dear Major MacKay:-

I am forwarding herewith my report
on the destruction by fire of the Alberni Indian
Residential School, West Coast Agency. Thls report
should be read in connection with the Prelimlnary
Report forwarded to you by the last mail.

A copy of this letter and report is
being sent to you in care of the Indian Agent, Vancouver,
in the hope that it may arrive there before you leave
for Prince George.

I shall remain in Port Alberni for
two or three days to render to Mr, Indian Ashbridge
any further help in my power, It 1s possible that you
may wish me to investigate some point further, and
this will be done on receipt of telegraphed instructions.

The whole gquestion of the disposal
of the farm animals is being left to the Indian Affairs
Branch as this is not a question which the Branch wishes
me to deal with., No doubt the Indian Agent will be
given suitable instructions,

May I in conclusion again urge that no
new Indian Residential School be authorized at Alberni.
I believe that Mr., Indian Agent Ashbridge will be in
perfect agreement with me in this matter should you
consult him with regard to the best interests of the
Indian children. In any case I do not believe that
the Reverend Mr Pitts should be permitted to again
become Principal of an Indian HResidential School,

Yours sincerely,

(:::::iIIAJL;LJ IIS}Sthﬁl‘

Gerald H, Barry.
Inspector of Indian Schools, B.C.

ndian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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INSPECTORS REPORT ON THE DESIRUCTION BY FIRE OF THE
ALBERNI INDIAN RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL. »

ﬁted Church, West Coast Agemey. ____ .~ =

i %
L

Date of investigation: February <3, 1937.

Visit to School Property: Accompanied by Mr. Indian Agent

Ashbridge I visited the Alberni
Indian Residential School property this morning.

Several members of the staff of the
school were questioned to clear up points for this report.
The answers of some of the staff were most unsatisfactory
to me., It was fairly clear that some of the lady members
of the staff were attempting to hide something which had
occured in the school kitchen on the morning of February 2l1lst
last.

Preliminary Heport: The subject matter of my Preliminary
Report forwarded to the Indian

Commissioner, Victoria this morning would appear to be correct

in broad outline., Corrections of minor points are made in

the body of this subsequent report, which should of course

be read in continuation of the former,

Discovery of Fire: Miss Audrey Mills, teacher of the

Senlor Division, was in her room
on the second story. ©She heard, she states, a roar above
her, and opening her door to see¢ what was the matter saw
smoke coming from the attic, Miss How was not present as
previously reported. Miss Mills broke the fire disc alarm,
but as no one appeared for some time she went do.n stdrs
and there met the Principal, Mr Pitts, to whom she reported
that the attic was on fire. ©She then returned to her room
to finish dressing. The actual time of the alarm was
7.45 A.M, and not 8 A.M. as previously repeorted,

Result of Fire Alarm: This was in my opinion highly

unsatisfactory, in that the children
did not AT ONCE leave the building. They waited for orders

from a badly disorganized staff. The girls were handed
blankets by members of the staff who had obtained these from
the lower dormitories. The boys did not get blankets, and
I still am unable to find that they were properly looked after.
The first that I can discover of the boys 1s that they were
playing around the school. It was the Principal who made
his way into one of the boys' dormitories and threw out some
blankets throug:n the window, not

GERTI BOB,, a sister of the deceased,
but a near relative of Mary Bob of Duncan, was 1n bed in the
Junior Girls' Dormitory and three or four older girls were in
the Senior Girls! Dormitory. These children were told to
get up and dress by Mrs Sainsbury one of the staff on the
girls!' side of the school. Why they did not get up when they
heard the fire alarm is a question for the Principal to answer,
When a Fire Alarm sounds the children should obey in an
automatic manner and certainly not walt for orders,sensible
or foolish,from a staff that may have become disorganized,
In the case of PRACTICE ALAERMS children in bed 1ill should be
first warned that there is to be a Drill and that they are to
remain in bed.

The other matter in my Preliminary
Report under this heading is correct in outline, except that
Mr Pitts locked the door of the attic after he had first seen

that it was on fire, Mrs Pitts also unloci<ed this door she
states.

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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Report on Fire at Alberni Indian Residential School: Pageg.

’ttic in which Fire Startead:

The ventilation flue from the
kitchen had openings covered with gratings on each floor.
It does not appear likely that any of the children placed
burning paper in this ventilation pipe.
The canopy over the kitchen stove
or range led tnrough a pipe some fifteen to twenty feet long
to the ventilation shaft.

Actual Fighting of Fire:
There would appear to have been

a shortage of water from the Alberni Clty mains due to causes
that the school had no control of, and the pressure does not
appear to have becn maintained in the fire hose,

In any case the fire had too big
a start when the Alberni City Fire Department arrived on
the scene.

Action of Staff and Pupills during the Fire:

In addition to what has becn
reported under this heading and in partial correction of
former statements, I may say that the GIRLS when taken from
the burning building were housed in the Primary Classroom
under the care of the two junlor teachers, Miss K, Pitts,
and Miss How.

The point of just how the blankets
were distributed has been cleared up as described above,

In all some six Singer Sewing Machines
were saved. Much of the Principal's furniture and that from

Staff rooms was saved. Some of the children's clothes from

the laundry were saved also. The teachers lost nearly everything.
The teachers I may say in passing were the aly members of the
staff that could give me a reasonable account of what did

happen, They would have appeared to keep theilr heads better
during the fire thah the missionary members of the staff,

and they certainly were far more straightforward in their

answers to my questions to-day.

Buildings Saved: The following buildings are standing:-
Primary Schoolroom
Cottage near Primary Schoolroom
Farm Instructor's Cottage
Big Barn
0ld Barn
Garage
Woodshed with wood
Implement shed

Action taken by Indian Agent: Mr Indian Agent Ashbrildge

is, I understanding,forwarding
his own report on the fire by this mail. He has now arranged
for the disposal of the remaining children on the schocl
property. These are for the most part being sent home.

Mr. Indian Agent Graham has been communicated with in regard
to the children going to the Cowichan Agency.

Any special cases, that 1ls
children from poor homes, are being dealt with under authority
of a telepram from the Indian Affairs Branch, and several
of these special children will be sent to Ahousaht Indlan

Residential School where there is plenty of room for a dozen
or more.

Indian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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Report on Fire at Albernl Indian Residential School: Pages.

Q!!hg of Fire:

Though the discipline at this school has
been very weak for years and the control of the children
unsatisfactory, 1 am qui%e satisfied that the present
fire was not incendiary.

It appears that the regular cook, Miss McKinnon
is away ill in Vancouver. Mrs Froates is acting as cook,
This lady was not in the kitchen on the Sunday morning of
the fire, and was in fact in bed.

The kitchen fire was started by Mr. Shaw,
Farm Instructor. I am told that big fires are set to cook
cereal for breakfast. This seems strange but such 1is my
information.
On this particular Sunday morning a
Miss J.Davidson was preparing breakfast in the school kitchen.
Her answers to my simple questions with
regard to any peculiar circumstances having occured were
more than evasive. She was in fact incoherent, but admitted
that sparks had gone up. She was SO obviously covering up
something that I determined to question another member of
the staff.
Mrs Sainsbury admitted that there had been
an oven fire about half an hour before breakfast. A pan of
grease had been left over night in the oven. When the stove
became hot and it must have been very hot the grease caught
fire and the pan was left on the top of the oven while
the above mentioned Miss Davidson went to Mrs, Pitts for advice,
Mrs Pitts appears to have put salt on the burning grease.

It has be:zn impossible to get these Misslonary
Supervisors to tell me plainly what did hapren., They are
trying to cover up the real facts in my opinion.

I suggest that some paper or cloth soaked in
burning grease was drawn up the ventilator shaft and lodged
against the 1light wooden covering of the ventilator system
in the attic., The draft up this shaft from a hot kitchen
range would be sufficient to draw or suck up a burning cloth.
It is possible that a large sheet of newspaper was the item
drawn up and not a cloth. It 1s just possible that the
chimney caught fire near the top from the fact that thnere
was too big a fire in the kitchen range, but it 1s hard to
explain how the fire spread in such a case. The possible
explanation of the burning cloth or paper in the ventilation
system appears to me to be a very simple answer to the question
of what caused the fire? I would particularly draw your
attention to the actual times, the burning of the grease in
the kitchen being some half hour before breakfast and the alarm
O fire!

| I am of the opinion that some of the Supervisors
are attempting to supress the facts of the occurence in the
kitchen, which secms to me the most likely cause of the
subsequent fire, and burning of the school.

Ll A

Indian Office, Gerald H, Barry. ’
Port Alberni, B.C,. Inspector of Indian Schools, B.C.
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Mareh 5, 1937.

Dear .1""'

As this departasat erects ite owm duildinge, ineluding
Indian Residential Schools, your letter of February 25th,
addressed to the Chief Architect of the Departmeant of Pudblic
Works has been referred here for atteatiom.

In reply I would say that it 18 not the inteamtiom at
the preseat time to proceed with the reduilding of the
Indian Residential School at Port Albermi.

I might also say that all resideatial schools are
erected from plans prepared im this offioce.

Yours very truly,

R. Guraey Orr.
Architect for the Department.

Hubert Bavage, Eaq.,
Architect,

617 Bayward Ave.,
Viotoria, 3.C.
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Department of ?ublit @@orks, Canada

J
. CHIEF ARCHITECT'S BRANCH

A\
\ £ 'u'"r/" OTTAWA,.... . °nd March 193
| .

{

m: Chief Architect,
Department of Public Woarks,

Indian Affairs Braneh,
Department of Mines & Resources.

‘-! Ent ion Mr. R-G: 01‘1‘;

1 am enclosing letter which I have
received from Mr. Hubert Savage, Architect of
Vietoria, B.C. with regard to the rebuilding of
Indian School at Port Alberni, Vancouver Island,
ad have advised Mr. Savage that his letter is

being referred to your departuent for the necessary
attention,

,? i
v

C- D- Suthﬂm.
Chief Architect.
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OFFicCe TaLePHOoONE EBDIZD Res TELEPMONE COLQUITZ BPL

i HUBERT SAVAGE

A.R.1I.B. A, M. A I B.C.

ARCHITECT

617 SAYWARD BUILDING
VICTORIA, B.C.

25th.Feb: 1937.

CeDeSutherland Esq.,

Chief Architect,

Department of Tublic Works,
Ottawa, Canada.

Dear Sir:

I am writing you with reference to the Indian
School at Port Alberni, Vancouver Isl nd, which was
recently destroyed by fire. I understand that this
matter comes under your Department, and if such is the
case, I should be pleased to have the opportunity of
assisting with the architectural work if it should be
decided to rebuild this school.

I have acted ag architect to the Szanich Board
of School Trustees for several years past, during which
time I have carried out several school buildings for
them, the most recent one being a High School, costing
about $65,000.00.

Anything you may be a2ble to do for me will be

more than appreciated.

Yours very truly,

Hubert Savage.

ndian Affairs. (RG 10, Volume 6433, File 877-5, part 5)
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DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
SANARA OFFICE OF
INDIAN AGENT
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\ DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND RESOURCES

INDIAN AFFAIRS BRANCH
Letter No..

Office of the

Sir,
I enclose herewith Vouchers Nos. ..
amounting to § _ Rrannsireats -1 NN
of ..
for
This expenditure was authorized by Departmental

Letter No.. ¥ - : dated .

Your obedient scrvant,

/7%4/47;7

Indidi Ageut

The Secretary,
of Indian Aflairs Branch,
Department of Mines and Resources,
Ottawa

Formi No. 518
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Voucher No

CANADA

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

To.Adderni indlan jesldential. . shapld,

lbﬂrﬂi, ale

SERVICE AMOUNT

T0 Jllownnoce towards eal ry, Hdght "atchman,

at Albarni indian Hesidential (. chool, for

February 19497,

ebruary lst to lbth « 40,00 ! onth

I

8 B

- IF. i Hq*'ﬁ
TN t"‘t--:c‘f‘ R

FOR
/Q)ﬁ i detafihed

Voucher T du®
{ tOo Payy

fuf s ountan

uthority Letier ot 109-8-0, Oectober 7th, 194p.

| ToraL,

-_—— e — — m— — e - = —— - e rm = = R I

I Heresy CerTIFY that this Voucher is correct, that the material has been supplied, the work performed and
that the charges are fair and just; also that the expenditure has been incurred legitimately and that each item of the
same is a fair and just charge against the Government of Canada.

"f; _.rf ‘(,:7

o A f?r///

FORM No. 506
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Ottawa, Karch 11, 1937.

Reverend Sirs

I desire to acknowledge receipt of your letter
of the 6th instant and also copy of a report on the
destruction, by fire, of the Alberni Indiesn Residential
School, forwarded by you to the church authorities.

1 appreciate very fully the courtesy that
pro,pted you to supply us with this information.

I note your request for a copy of the official
report made to the Department by Inspector Barry. I may
state, in reply, that a copy of the official report,
submitted to the Department by Mr. P. B. Ashbridge, was
forwarded, a week or so ago, to Dr. Cochrane, Secretary
of the Home Kission Board. We have received, from
Inspector Barry, a number of letters in which reference
is made to the fire at Alberni. I understand, however,
that it has not been the practice of the Department to
prepare and send out copies of these reports to the
officials in charge of our residential schools. If there

is any specific information you have in mind, you might
communicate with us again.

Yours very sincerely,

R- AG Hﬁ.y,
Supt. of Welfare & Training.

Rev. F. E. Pitts, B.A.,
Indian Residential School,
Alberni, B. C.

Library and Archives Canada / Biblictheque et Archives Canada
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Indian Residentinl School

REV, F.E. PiTr=, "L A, PRINCIFAL

-~

,'-///rruf'_, ﬁ 3 Mareh ‘.

g %,
» . :
ept. of Indian Affairs, 1}:‘.”

U

Ottawa, Canada.
PDear Birs:

Attached find a eepy of my repert to the Ghureh offieces
in Teremte re possible ecauses of fire in Alverni Residential
sehool.

I send this en te yeur Department that in diseussions
abeut future plams you may have these faets defere yeu.

I weuld we very pleased te reeeive from you a ecopy of
the offieial repert te your Department frem Inspeetor Barry,
Whe investigated for the Gemmissiomer at Vieteria.

Yours truly,

4 2PN
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Indian Residential School

ReEv, F. E.'1rrs, H.A., PRINSCIPAL

o

(A/ .’-”/-vruf'.,-'ﬂ 6. F." 28! 797 7'
o i
/A ¥
Mre. €. M. Leveys,
Exeeutive See'y, W.N.S5. Beard,
United CGhureh, Teronte.

Dear Mrs. Leveys:

Tharks for yeur prempt telegram expressing sympathy and eensideration
for us im eur great less eof the schoel. I have delayed the repert for a
few days that I might the better consider the details.

Vhat we felt was the greatest less was that after tenm years of very
e¢lese and stremueus werk we eould net leave it for someore else teo earry
forward en the foundation we had laid. Ve had all repairs and werk in
the best condition we have ever had them and to thimk that ir ene moenth,
and that the most stré@wews menth we have ever hLad, things eould ge wrong
in se many ways.

We have had the lengeat wirnter this country has experienced feor a
leng time--over 9 weeks. On January 15, our kitchen matren wis tskem
serieusly siek and Mrs. Pitts had to take charge of the kitehen for remrly
a month along with her own work; a few days later one of the ser ieor boys
walked in his sleep and jumped from a third stery window and very fortune-
ately got off with a ecompound fracture of one leg. One of the sernior
girls developed T.B. meningitis, was taken to the rnespital ané died three
weeks age today; seventy-five childrem got ilu and many of them were
seriously siek; twe more developed T.B, meningitis, and died in the hosp~
ital two weeks agoe to-day. That same night & heavy srow storm and raim
and wind erushed in the reof of our reereation halle-a big building 38" wy
86' and the ether out-buildings were dangerously laden with snow. Part ef
the time the seamstress and laundress were very sick in wed with flu.

de Just got all the euileren up and everything going nicely again,
when fom ne apparent eonditiom ether tham had beer there all alorg, the
sehool bg;nod doWn a week age. This surely seems like a chapter from the
book of Jeb.

1 write all this to impress upen you what it means to run an Indian
seheel eut in the eountry with 120 small children and to have the respons-
i9ility of every department.

There is always speculation as to the emuse of & fire irn any Indian
schoel. Capthin Barry ecame te investigate for the Department. He seemed
to think that a very likely cause was that some of the ehildren had died
and aeeording to eold Indian custom some of the ghil@#ren had durned down
the vailding (although they died in the town hespital.)

A seeocnd pessible cause Captain Barry investigated was that I had
ealled ir the Indian agent about a month wefore te reprimand and advise
two boys $hatd whe nad stoddm sometling arnd thought thet in revenge they
had set the fire.
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1 wish te state positively that I am &8 eertain as is humanly
pocsi@ip that mo child nor Indiem had anything to do with it and state
also that it was impessidle for any ef the children or Indians te get
where the fire started even if they had wanted to do se.

My ewn theory of the origin of the fire is that it was due te a
faulty comnstruction ef the bPuilding«-a fault that any architeet should
have peen and if there are any other scheels BWuilt en this same plan,
as I believe a number are, the Indian Department should have a competent
man inspeet them &t ence, and the Chureh should see that they do.

Nete¢4 The sehool was a besemémt three story biilding with kitchen
dairy, wake shop, dining reoms and playrooms in the basement. The fire
started emn the tep fleor en the girle' side of the building in a reem
appreximately 30 x 40x 10 feet, finished for » dormitery dut used to
store summer elething in the wirter and winter clothing, bedding, ete.
in the summer. It had hardweed floer, fir wainseoting, plastered walls
and beaverbvoard eeiling.

The ehimmey and ventilating flues ran throggh this room about 3 feet
from the door en the morth side of the building. (The e¢himney of the
heating plant and of hot water system did mot go through this pilding,

The chimney was built en ¢orierete foundatien and extended threugh
the four fleors and peak of the roof, approximately 60 feet high and had
four flues. The outside flues were single ®rick walls with flues about
20" square, with Vertilating grates om each fleor. The ene on the south
side took a ventilating pipe from the cariopy over the kitchen range.

The pipe from the canepy was about 30 feet leng amd about 15 inches inm
digmeter. The two middle flues of the chimney were smoke flues; the one
OR the north teok the smoke from a smz1l galvanized wake oven. The ene
or. the south toek the smeke fpipe from the kitehen range. These smoke

flues had an 8-ingh wall at the sides and a 4-inch wall between the smoke
flues and the ventilat ing flue.

In order teo get a better eireculatien of air through the Vventilating
shaft a steam radiater of feur sections 4 feet high was placed inside
this ventilating flue on the top fleor on woth sides of the chimney.

These radiators were heated, of course, from the steam Doiler urnder the
laundry bwuildirng,

Wher these radiators were Put in, an opening in the wrick work about
4 feet By 13 inches awas left in fremt of the radiator. The whele ehimney,
smoke and ventilating flues,was covered with light fir wainseoting and a
door ef the same material was Placed over this epenirg in the ®rieckwork
in front ef the radiater. All this woodwork in the room was varnished,

The door to the room was leocked wWith a hemvy spring Yale loeck and

Mrs. Pitte had the one key and I had the other. No one else went inte
that room umleess with us or By use of our keys.

The teacher whe discovered the fire was sleeping imn Sunday morring
while we were at ®reakfast. She Was aroused by a slight explosion that
shook the windows and made them rattle and immediately saw the smoke
coming through the beavervoard ceiling. Juet outside the door of her
r...r'f; the iire aiarn that rang all through the building. Mefore sha
was ha way down the stairs, I met her and rushed to th
Foom. On epening it, I found the casing of the door on ;1::°:1§r';§i'
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round. also the baek of the door, just 3 feet from this ehimmey. The
fire e was on the epposite side of the room 30 feet from the doeor but
any man would have been a fooel te have tried te reach it. I eclesed the
deor and ran down twe fleors fer the 5-gallen chemieal tank. Vhen I
returned the farm instrueter had the hose from the fleor beloew and we
tried Doth the water and chémicals without effeet as the smeke was 8¢
dense and 8ro ‘f;on the varnish that we were driven out and we phoned for
Alwerni City fite @rigade, also Pert Alberni brigade and the Alverri
Paeifie Lumber CGo. and Forestry Department engines; dPut we could not
econtrel the fire and ecould only ssme a few things.

I am cemvineed that the fire was caused either by the heat of the
smeke flue setting fire to the fir wainscoting and varnish eo# if from
the ventilating flue it was cuased by spontaneous combustion of dust
accumulated in this amall radiator or a slight explesion of gas that blaw
epen this little door im fromt of the radiator and eet fire to the varnidh
near it.

I 'sam sure the smoke flue was not burning out, for there was a litde
irem trap door at the bottom ef this flue and I was past this door four
time®s within half an hour before the fire oceurred and could have heard
and smelled it if the ehimmney had been buming out.

Had this fire eeccurred at night nothing could have prevented panic
and mo training im fire drill would have prevented less of life. Had it
oceurred a week earliey, we had sevemty five children in bed with flu.

I have written this te warn all concerned to prevent a gimilar occurr-
ence in amny ether sehool.

All our eguipment and help worked like clock work Put still we were
helpless emxr our good fortune was that it heppened when it did while we
were in the basement. '

Yours singcerely,

“.¢ ., CUls
5 .
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BRITISH COLUMBIA
Division: "A" POLICE File No.
Di ilet: West Coast
Detachment: Albernil Date: 24«2-37.

or T'CR. UNCRGAITTZED TERRITORY. ALBERNI DISTRICT.

—

REPORT,

RB:- Itt.-J -H-II I--t-fI IT - 'l...u.-(;‘ L- DBStrO‘ted bz Fire.

I beg to report that a 8,00 A.l. Sunday February
21st 1937 a fire alarm was turned in from the Indian
iession and Residential School situated at the Sheshaht
Indian reservation, Alberni B.C.

Upon my arrival all the ehildren were out of the
building and T proceeded to the attic of the girls
dormitory where the fire started. Owing to the intense
heat a through check of the attie could not be made but
it was noticed that the fire had started at the chimney
or ventilator.

The chimney is a large affair with four flues. The
two outer flues being ventilators and the center flues
ﬂhimney flues. The cuter walls of the chimney were built
of two layers of brick with a single layer of brick between
the chimnr*c and ventilators. Over the large kitchen range
was a canony connected to one of these ventilators by a
*i{fteen inch pipe for the purpcse of taking fumes from the
cooking out of the izltchen.

It 1s my

'!ﬁ chimney when
tmnﬂ*f flue fﬁnltruwd
ich would have accumula

fire was caused by a defect-
assive heat or flame from tie
ventilator igniting the grease
in the ventilator from the
itzsen range, the fire escaping from the ventilator by
the way of a wooden door Lﬂ}t,“‘?.-g_, into the attic from th
ventilator,
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During the morning of the fire and about fifteen
minutes before the fire in the attic was noticed, there
was a large fire in the kitchen range and fat was being
rendered down in the oven. This fat became ignited but
was noticed and extinguished. In my mind this had nothing
to do with the fire, as the flame from the fat in the oven
asould not have reached as high as the ventilator.

The building was a wooden frame building on a stone
foundation owned by the Derartment of Indian Affairs and
valued at 380000,00 was a total loss. the contents of the
building owned by the United Church of Canada was valued
at 10000.00. Loss estimated at $8000.,00 at ““esent I have
not been able to ascertain if insurance was carried by the
united Church. Personal property belonging tc ;r. Frank
“1W11 Pitts, Principal, was valued at $1600,00 was insured
f +800,00 by the Queen Insurance Company of America,
?olicy #184927, Part of Nr. Pitts's belongings were saved.

The fire was attended both ay the Albernil City Fire
Denartment also the Port Alberni brigade. But lack of water
nreasure and hampered by heavy mesh screening on the windows
1ittle could be done to save the buildin

ditnesses who can testify. Mr. Ffrank Edwin Pitis,
Mise Audrey Mills, school teacher.
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