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All Saints Aklavik RS
School Narrative
[June 6, 2005]

This School Narrative summarizes documents that provide an over-view of the history and
administration of the school.

NAME OF SCHOOL AND VARIANTS

All Saints Residential School [NWT000274, NWT004001]

All Saints Hostel [ASU000039]

All Saints Mission School [ASU000004{001-001]]

All Saints Anglican Mission [NWT004000[001-001]]

All Saints Anglican Residential School [NWT000276]

All Saints Anglican Mission Residential School [ASU000029]

Aklavik Church of England Residential School [ASU001093]

Aklavik Anglican Residential School [NWT004038[000-002]]

Anglican Mission School, Aklavik [NWT004000[000-001], NWT004002]

These names do not appear to be used during specific time frames and appear interchangeably
throughout the documents relating to All Saints Residential School.

CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY

1936 The All Saints Residential School at Aklavik opened in 1936 [NWT003344,
NWT003348, ASU016454, ANGDC021559-21567'].

Correspondence notes that the Anglican Residential School at Aklavik had a minimum
pupilage of 80 in its first year of operation. Officials respond that they will receive
payment for the 43 children currently in residence and that the pupilage for the school
will be raised to 50 in the 1937-38 year [ASU0O00002[001-001]]. Further correspondence
indicates that this figure was raised to 100 pupils [ASU000003].

1939 A grant for the All Saints Mission School was received [ASU000004[001-0011]].

1941 A letter from the Medical Health Officer notes that Mr, Shepherd, Principal of the
Anglican Residential School has received a letter requesting that a child from the Roman
Catholic School be transferred to the Anglican school. It is suggested that this transfer is
unsatisfactory and a departmental ruling in the matter is requested [ASU000009]. A
followup telegram states that the transfer of children from one mission school to another
during the school year will not be approved unless there are extenuating circumstances.
When this is the case, details of the circumstances need to be submitted for review
[ASUO000011].

'Documents with the prefix ANGDC are from the Anglican Church Other Party Documents
collection. These are not Crown-sourced documents.
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1942

1950

1951

1952

1953

A report indicates that the school has capacity for 150 children but that pupilage is limited
to 100 children [ANGDC021559-21567].

An extract from a report notes that the garden at the Anglican Residential School was
Aoutstanding@ producing a quality harvest [ASU000013].

A wireless message is received indicating that an outbreak of TB has occurred in the
Aklavik Mission hospitals and that the [day] school will be used as an emergency hospital
for patients with measles and other non-TB infected patients. It is suggested that the
pending hiring of a teacher at Aklavik be postponed or cancelled until the school is no
longer required as a hospital [ASU000022]. The opening of the Aklavik school is
postponed until July or August of 1950 [ASU000023, ASU000024].

A report on Northern Education states that the Territorial Day School at Aklavik is a two-
room school [NWTO003000, p. 35] and that the Anglican Residential School had three
teachers at this time [NWTO003000, p. 36].

A memorandum to the Deputy Minister indicates that the Federal Day School at Aklavik
must be expanded to meet anticipated needs for children accommodated at the Anglican
Hostel [ASU000043, ASU000034, ASUO00035]. It is proposed that the All Saints
“hostel” be ready with the necessary staff to accommodate 170 pupils by September 1954
when a new school and teacher’s residence is expected to be completed {ASU000039].

A series of correspondence discussing Anglican children attending the Roman Catholic
School at Aklavik requests that the authorities of the Roman Catholic faith include only
children of this denomination within their schools. The Roman Catholic Church is said to
be accepting Eskimo Anglican children over Roman Catholic Indian children
[ASU000027, ASU000028, ASU000036].

An inspection report provides a variety of information regarding All Saints Anglican
Residential School at Aklavik. Teacher Reports indicate that grades 1 to 9 are taught at
the school and time tables / curriculums are attached to each of these reports. The report
also indicates that supplies at the school are quite limited and notes a need for
maintenance of the existing educational facilities. A series of recommendations includes
the following: hiring of qualified teachers; upgrades to facilities including lighting and
water; the provision of additional playground equipment; and the provision of more
books for primary grades. A typical menu is attached to the report [ASU000029].

A series of correspondence indicates that additional books may be provided to the school
[ASU000030[000-002], ASU000031[000-001], ASU000031[001-001]].

A document titled AAssistance to Mission Schools / Mackenzie District@ indicates that
an annual grant for the maintenance of school buildings and equipment was allowed
[NWTO004038[000-002]].

A memorandum indicates that in the 1954-55 school year the new Federal School at
Aklavik will be accommodating children presently attending All Saints Anglican School.
It is estimated that two-thirds of the students attending the day school will be residents of
the Anglican Hostel [ASU000040]. The Church of England will no longer be hiring
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1956

teachers and it is necessary for the federal government to supply teachers for the All
Saints Hospital School [ASU000041, ASU000042].

An inspection report regarding Aklavik school facilities notes that the Anglican
Residential School operates three classrooms, that the school seemed to have a good
kitchen and that at least one classroom was overcrowded [ASU000047].

A list of costs for education indicates grants for the Federal Day School at Aklavik began
in the 1949-50 fiscal year and continued until 1955-54 [sic] [NWT000700 [002-007]].
Enrollment figures for the Aklavik Federal School begin in the 1950-51 school year and
continue through to 1953-54 [NWT000700 [003-007]].

Correspondence indicates that the federal government and the Anglican Church entered
into discussions regarding turning All Saints Residential School into a hostel where
children were boarded at the hostel and attended the federal day school. Correspondence
does not clearly indicate whether or not this plan was carried out [NWT004000[001-
00111.

A series of correspondence negotiates the attendance of Anglican children at the Roman
Catholic Mission Residential School. This is allowed as long as these children are
permitted to attend the All Saints Cathedral for church services on Sundays [ASU000045,
ASU000046].

CA1957 An undated document notes a meeting was held with Principal Kerr of the Federal

1957

1958

1959

Day School and Rev. Holman of All Saints Residential School discussing the
amalgamation of grades 5 and greater with the Federal Day School (with the
exception of seven grade 5 girls who would remain at the Residential School)
[ASU000044].

An inspection report indicates that Rev. Holman reported a shortage of hostel staff and
that he requires teachers to assist and sometimes supervise students [NWT000998].

A memorandum from the Chief of the Education Division notes that Grade 9 is taught
only in the Anglican Residential School where they have 4 teachers and 111 students.
Concerns regarding class sizes are raised and it is recommended that if the situation still
exists one of the teachers be given some relief regarding her teaching duties
[ASU000048].

A list of appropriation ordinances for 1957-58 refers to the proportion of costs of northern
education shared by the federal and territorial governments. The document notes that
Aklavik will have two hostels of 250 students each [NWT000528].

A letter from the Director to the Department of Finance indicates that the two residential
schools at Aklavik will be replaced by the two new 250-pupil federal school hostels at
Inuvik scheduled to open on September 1, 1959 [NWT(003221].

Policy documents indicate that the former administrative and supervisory staff from All
Saints were ‘transplanted’ into similar positions in the new Inuvik residence (Stringer
Hall) [NWT000023].
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It appears there was some question as to whether all of the students accommodated in the
mission residential schools at Aklavik would meet the criteria for attendance at the new
hostels opening in Inuvik in September 1959 [NWT000487]. Additional correspondence
indicates that where children had access to local facilities for the grades and subjects they
wished to take they would not be eligible for admission to the new hostels. In the event
that their needs could not be met by local schools they would be ¢ligible for admission to
a hostel at government expense [NWT003274].

An undated document titled “Mission Residential Schools at Aklavik” notes that the
Aklavik Anglican Residential School closed on June 30, 1959 [NWT003348].

MANAGEMENT OF SCHOOL

Dates managed by Church

The school was managed by the Missionary Society of Church of England in Canada from its
inception in 1936 until its closure in 1959 [NWT003344, ANGDC021559-21567].

1950-51 Documents indicate the federal government was not prepared to enter into an
agreement with the Missionary Society of the Church of England in Canada
regarding the purchase of the residence at Aklavik [ASU016444, ASU016456,
ASU016454].

1953 A document titled “Assistance to Mission Schools / Mackenzie District” indicates that the

federal government was not responsible for the employment of teachers [NWT004038
[001-002]].

1956 Documentation indicates that Rev. Holman, Principal, was a federal employee which is
atypical of most principals for church-operated residential schools. It is also noted that
Rev. Holman does not teach any classes and that “his duties would appear on the surface

to different than those done by Principal Kerr at the Federal School” [NWT004000[001-
001]].

Dates managed by Federal Government

Undated The Federal government provided necessary school supplies and equipment for
the Mission Residential Schools at Aklavik [NWT003344].

1956 The Federal government began employing teachers in mission-owned residential schools
including those at Aklavik [NWT003344, NWT003348].

Dates taken over by the NWT

Until 1969, when the Territorial Government assumed responsibility for education in the NWT,
the Territorial Government’s role in federal education programs in the NWT was almost
exclusively financial. In the broadest terms, the Territorial Government was responsible for
funding aspects of the federal education programs in proportion to the number of >other’ (non-
aboriginal and Métis) students enrolled in school or residence. This ethnic distinction was based
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on the Federal Government’s constitutional responsibility for aboriginal peoples (and so the
Federal Government funded all expenses related to the education of Indian and Inuit students).

Pre-1955 The Territorial Government financially contributes proportionately for ‘other’
education in all of the different schools in operation at this time in the NWT (i.e.,
all mission residential schools, mission day schools, federal day schools, etc.)
[NWT000701].

1955 As of 1955, with the implementation of the construction program for the new residence
and day school education program, the initial expenditure for the construction (‘capital
costs”) and operation of the federal schools and hostels in the NWT is made by the
Federal Government, with the Territorial Government paying its share based on the
proportion of ‘territorial’ (or ‘other’ [non-aboriginal and Métis]) pupils [NWTO000539].

1958 A list of appropriation ordinances for 1957-58 refers to the proportion of costs on
northern education shared by the federal and territorial governments [NWT000528].

SCHOOL BUILDINGS

1936 The Missionary Society of the Church of England in Canada (M.S.C.C.) reports regarding
the All Saints School that when it was built in 1936 the residence included the following:
two furnace rooms, one kitchen, one pupils’ refectory, one staff dining room, one staff
living room, a principal’s office, eight dormitories, nine staff rooms, one sick bay and two
staff bathrooms [ANGDC021559-21567].

1938 The Missionary Society of the Church of England in Canada (M.S.C.C.) reports regarding
the All Saints School that in 1938 the school was provided with a Diesel Electric Light
plant [ANGDC021559-21567].

1948 A report of the Superintendent of the Indian School Administration to the M.S.C.C.
Board of Management notes that the roof at the All Saints Residence requires extensive
repair [ANGDC001415-001423].

1952 An inspection report provides the following information about the buildings at All Saints
Anglican Mission Residential School. The building is a two storey structure completed in
1936. The first floor includes three classrooms, one girls’ playroom, one boys’ playroom,
one furnace room, one laundry, one kitchen and dining room, one staff dining room, one
staff living room, and a principal’s office. The second floor includes four girls’ dormitory
rooms, one girls’ washroom, one girls’ matron room, five staff bedrooms, two boys’
dormitory supervisory rooms, one mens’ washroom, one infirmary, four boys’ dormitory
rooms and one boys’ washroom. The school’s playground is not fenced and the
playground equipment consists of four swings [ASU000029].

1956 A memorandum to the Director from the Superintendent of Schools indicates that the
classroom accommodations at the Anglican Mission School are inadequate. It is
proposed that the residential school be turned into a hostel with residential students
attending the federal day school [NWT004000{000-001], NWT000527].
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1958

1959

An inspection report regarding school facilities at Aklavik notes that the Anglican
Residential School operated three classrooms [ASU000047].

A list of proposed projects for education facilities in the NWT notes the following
projects at Aklavik, NWT: one 25 room classroom, two 250 pupil hostels (one Roman
Catholic and one Anglican), one three bedroom residence, three duplexes and two 8-unit
apartment buildings [NWT003192].

A document comparing the Inuvik residences with the residences at All Saints Anglican
Residential School indicates that the All Saints Residential School included the following
facilities: four dormitories, two washrooms, four supervisors’ quarters, two play rooms,
two staff washrooms, one laundry room, one general office, one pupils’ dining hall, one
staff dining hall, one pharmacy and one infirmary. The document also notes that storage
space and staff quarters are limited and that the mechanical and heating systems are less
efficient and with limited space [NWT000455].

All Saints Day and Hospital Schools

1933

1940

1941

1942

1943

1944

1945

1946

1947

1948

1949

1950

1954

A letter refers to an Anglican Day School in Aklavik [ASU000001[000-003]].

A grant for the All Saints Anglican Mission Day School was received [ASU000007].
A grant for the All Saints Anglican Mission Day School was received [ASU000010].
A grant for the All Saints Anglican Mission Day School was received [ASU000008].
A grant for the All Saints Anglican Mission Day School was received [ASU000014].
A grant for the All Saints Anglican Mission Day School was received [ASU000015].
A grant for the All Saints Anglican Mission Day School was received [ASU000016].
A grant for the All Saints Anglican Mission Day School was received [ASU000017].
A grant for the All Saints Anglican Mission Day School was received [ASU000018].
A grant for the All Saints Anglican Mission Day School was received [ASU000019].
A grant for the All Saints Anglican Mission Day School was received [ASU000020].
A grant for the All Saints Anglican Mission Day School was received [ASU000025].
A report regarding Education in the Northwest Territories indicates that the Anglican
Church operates a hospital school known as All Saints Anglican Hospital at Aklavik

[NWTO000701]. All Saints Hospital was operated by the Missionary Society of the

Church of England in Canada and included a teacher on staff for students at All Saints RS
who were hospitalized NWT [NWT000274].
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1956 All Saints Hospital School appears on a Directory of Schools and Teachers in the
Mackenzie District of the NWT [NWT000274]. A report notes that the All Saints
Hospital housed approximately 18 students in 1956 [NWT004001].

1959 The Aklavik Anglican Hospital School continued to operate for hospitalized Eskimo
children in 1959 [NWT003270].

1960 A series of correspondence indicates that the All Saints Hospital School at Aklavik
continued to operate once the All Saints Residence at Aklavik was closed

[ASU000049[000-002]1.

Federal Day School

1954 A report regarding Education in the Northwest Territories indicates that a Federal Day
School operates at Aklavik [NWTO000701].

1956 An inspection report regarding Aklavik school facilities notes that there are five rooms in
operation at the federal day school [ASU000047].

1959 Upon the opening of the new hostels at Inuvik, the day school would continue to operate
at Aklavik for grades 1 to 6 and senior students would be sent to Inuvik
[NWT000445[005-005]].

LAND

' Aklavik is located on the Mackenzie River Delta approximately fifty miles from the Arctic
Ocean and 1965 miles from Edmonton, Alberta [ANGDC021559-215671].

No documents indicating ownership of the land on which the All Saints Anglican Residential
School was built were located.

PHOTOS, PLANS AND OTHER MEDIA

“NPC-622988a Undated

Photos of Aklavik Anglican Residential School
(p. 6), Aklavik Anglican Hospital and Ice Store
House at Aklavik Mission (p. 7), water supply
pump and pump line, Aklavik Mission, and
privies for staff and boys at Aklavik Anglican
Residential School [p. 8].
ANGDC021559-21567 | 00/00/1941 Photos of All Saints Indian and Eskimo
Residential School, Aklavik including a
classroom, dining room, laundry and staff sitting
room

2 Documents with the prefix NPC are from the National Health Collection.
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GENERAL ENROLLMENT STATISTICS OVER TIME

All Saints Residential School

44 children in residence
26 children in residence
34 children in residence
30 children in residence
29 children in residence
44 children in residence
50 children in residence
42 children in residence
51 children in residence
70 children in residence
39 children in residence
44 children in residence
64 children in residence
55 children in residence
63 children in residence
68 children in residence

104 children in residence
106 children in residence
108 children in residence

106 children in residence

114 children in residence
109 children in residence

112 children in residence

106 children in residence

STUDENTS FROM OTHER RESERVES

Attendance in the post-55 hostel / day school program was not reserve-based, as enrolment was
not ethnically segregated (both aboriginal and non-aboriginal children lived in residence and
attended the associated schools). Attendance was based on geographic proximity to the residence
and the associated schools were attended both by students in residence, and by children living in
the local community.

Documents indicate that students might have been transported and/or recruited for attendance at
the residence and associated schools from the following locations, communities and regions:
Spence Bay; Fort Norman; Cambridge Bay; Holman Island; Coppermine, Fort McPherson,
Reindeer Camp, Banks Island, Tuktoyaktuk, Herschel Island, Perry River, Aklavik and Delta.

There may be alternate ways of spelling these band names.
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RELIGIOUS GROUPS

All Saints Residential School was operated by the Missionary Society of the Church of England
in Canada (M.S.C.C.) [ASU016444, ANGDC021559-21567].

WRITTEN AGREEMENTS

We do not currently possess any written agreements relating to All Saints Residential School.

DOCUMENTS REFERRING TO SCHOOL INCIDENTS

To date, we are unaware of any convictions for abuse at All Saints Residential School or of any
convicted abusers present at the school.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Health and Sanitary Conditions

1934

1937

1938

1944

1950

1954

A letter from the Medical Health Officer notes that he believes that tuberculosis is
prevented in students attending residential schools because of the proper regime of
regular hours, good food and the close supervision from teaching staff and nurse [NPC-
602546).

A telegram reports that a number of natives employed in the construction of the Anglican
Mission School were ill with typhoid in summer and fall 1936 due to drinking water from
the river without boiling it [NPC-622705].

A report notes that ice for drinking purposes at the school and hospital is cut from the
river and stored in semi-subterranean covered chambers and boiled before use. The
contents of sewage pail type privies and garbage which is not burned is deposited into the
river at the end of the mission wharf [NPC-622988].

A memorandum notes that the doctor at Aklavik has been vaccinating and “toxoiding”

children in the two residential schools [NPC-622704].

Several reports discuss a measles epidemic at Aklavik [NPC-606176; NPC-601412]. By
Fall 1950 the town of Aklavik is under quarantine due to measles epidemic [NPC-
601407].

A letter notes concerns about the disposal of garbage near the Anglican school that
requires clean-up [NPC-603141c].

A letter notes concerns about the disposal of wash water near the rear of the school
buildings and recommends that the water be disposed of in drainage ditches or in the river

[NPC-603141a].

A letter notes that all school children at Aklavik receive an annual medical examination
and the necessary vaccinations and innoculations [NPC-621703a].
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Dental Services

1939 A series of correspondence discusses the provision of dental services at the Anglican
hospital at Aklavik. It is noted that student have received dental treatment at the hospital
and a request is put forth that the government fund dental treatment for Anglican school
children [ASUO00005, ASU000006].

Curriculum

1934 A letter from the Medical Health Officer discusses educational policy noting that because
trapping is their future vocation the residential schools cannot be industrial for the boys.
He recommends that the boys in the residential schools at Aklavik do not stay in school
“too long” as they are prevented from learning the art of trapping from their fathers while
they are at school; he sees benefit to the girls staying in school as they learn sewing and
how to keep house [NPC-602546].

1946 A letter notes that children at the Anglican school at Aklavik are forbidden to speak
Eskimo [NPC-600901].

Extracurricular Activities

1956 All senior and some intermediate students participated in business arising out of the
registered trapping area. Income from the sale of furs was used to purchase instruments
for a school band (instruments included 12 guitars, 1 mandolin and 4 violins)
[NWT004001].

Over-Crowding

1951 Minutes from the N.W.T. Council Meeting note that Aklavik has three schools (two
residential schools and one day school) which are all over-crowded. It is proposed that a
new school will be constructed in 1953 [ASU000026[001-001]].

1957 A memorandum from the Chief of the Education Division notes that the Anglican
Residential School has 4 teachers and 111 students. Concerns regarding class sizes are
raised and it is recommended that if the situation still exists one of the teachers be given
some relief regarding her teaching duties [ASU000048].

PRINCIPALS/ADMINISTRATORS

1936-194

ev. HSShepher wPrmmpa
Rev. R.T. Gibson Principal 1944-1955
Rev. L. H. Holman Principal 1955-1959

Narrative Completed: March 29, 2005
Narrative Updated: June 6, 2005
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NWT003344[000-000]

ndat ]

All Saints Aklavik - Index of Documents

Memorandum

NWT003348[000-000] Undated Memorandum
ASU-000001[000-003] March 24, 1933 Letter
NPC-602546 February 2, 1934 Letter
ASU-000002{001-001] September 25, 1936 Memorandum
ASU-000003[000-000] December 29, 1936 Minutes
NPC-622705 January 16, 1937 Telegram
ASU001093 April 25, 1938 Minutes
NPC-622988 September 20, 1938 Report
NPC-622988a September 20, 1938 Photos
ASU-000004[001-001] April 4, 1939 Receipt
ASU-000005[000-000] November 9, 1939 Letter
ASU-000006[000-000] November 22, 1939 Memorandum
ASU-000007[000-000] July 26, 1940 Receipt
ANGDC021559 00/00/1941 Report
ASU-000009[000-000] March 18, 1941 Letter
ASU-000010[000-000] April 8, 1941 Receipt
ASU-000011[000-000] April 10, 1941 Telegram
ASU-000008[000-000] August 19, 1942 Receipt
ASU-000013[000-000] November 14, 1942 Report
ASU-000014[000-000] January 8, 1943 Receipt
ASU-000015[000-000] March 29, 1944 | Receipt
NPC-622704 December 18, 1944 Letter
ASU-000016[000-000] April 3, 1945 | Receipt
NPC-600901 00/29, 1946 | Letter
ASU-000017{000-000] February 21, 1946 Receipt
ASU-000018[000-000] March 24, 1947 Receipt
ASU-000019[000-000] January 1, 1948 Receipt
ANGDC001415 March 31, 1948 Report
ASU-000020[000-000] July 15, 1949 Receipt
NPC-606176 00/00/1950 Report
NPC-603141a January 23,1950 Letter
NPC-603141c January 23,1950 Letter
ASU-000022[000-000] February 4, 1950 Note
ASU-000023[000-000] February 5, 1950 Note
ASU-000024[000-000] February 7, 1950 Letter
ASU-000025[000-000] April 18, 1950 Receipt
NPC-601412 May 6,1950 Letter
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| ASU016444

November 20, 1950

Letter
NPC-601407 December 20,1950 Letter
ASU-000026[001-001] December 00, 1951 Minutes
NWTO003000[000-000] April 1, 1951 Report
ASU016454 June 4, 1951 Letter
ASU016456 June 26, 1951 Letter
ASU-000031[000-001] February 11, 1952 Letter
ASU-000031[001-001] February 11, 1952 Letter
ASU-000027[000-000] February 12, 1952 Letter
ASU-000029[000-000] February 25, 1952 Report
ASU-000028[000-000] March 5, 1952 Letter
ASU-000030[000-002] April 30, 1952 Letter
ASU-000034[000-000] October 10, 1952 Memorandum
ASU-000035[000-000] October 16, 1952 Memorandum
ASU-000043[000-000] October 18, 1952 Memorandum
ASU-000036[000-000] October 29, 1952 Letter
ASU-000039[000-000] December 22, 1952 Letter
ASU-000040[000-000] March 24, 1953 Memorandum
ASU-000041[000-000] August 14, 1953 Memorandum
ASU-000042[000-000] August 21, 1953 Memorandum
NWT004038[000-002] 00/00/1954 Report
NWT004038[001-002] 00/00/1954 List
NWT000700[002-007] January 14, 1954 List
NWT000700[003-007] January 14, 1954 List
NPC-621703a February 16, 1954 Letter
NWT000701[000-000] October 00,1954 Report
NWT000539[000-000] CA 1955 Article
NWT000274[000-000] 00/00/1956 List
ASU-000045[000-000] February 21, 1956 Letter
ASU-000046[000-000] February 23, 1956 Memorandum
ASU-000047[000-000] April 9, 1956 Report
NWT004002[000-000] March 2, 1956 Memorandum
NWT004001[000-000] October 13, 1956 Memorandum
NWTO004000[000-001] December 21, 1956 Memorandum
NWTO004000[001-001] December 21, 1956 Inspection Report
ASU-000044[000-000] CA 1957 Report
NWT003192[000-000] 00/00/1957 Financial Estimates
NWT000527[000-000] January 23, 1957 Memorandum
NWT000276[000-000] 02/00/1957 List
ASU-000048[000-000] February 13, 1957 Memorandum
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NWT000998[000-000]

March 27, 1957

Memorandum

NWT000023[000-000] August 12, 1957 Memorandum

NWT000528[000-000] 00/00/1958 Explanatory Notes

NWT003221[000-000] November 7, 1958 Letter

NWT000455[000-000] CA 1959 List

NWT000487[000-000] January 21, 1959 Memorandum

NWT003274[000-000] February 13, 1959 Memorandum

NWT003270[000-000] March 16, 1959 Field Manual

NWT000445[005-005] June 1, 1959 Minutes of Meeting with Church
Representatives

ASU-000049[000-002] March 18, 1960 Memorandum
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J .Y.Jacobson/mefl

MISSION RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS AT AKLAVIK

Aklavik R. C. Residential School
Built in 1931 - Closed on June 30, 1959,
Aklavik Anglican Residential School

Built in 1936 -~ Closed on June 30, 1959.

Grants paid to each School -

(a) Grants for Building maintenance and operations - $400 per school
from inception. This grant was replaced in conformity with
Indian Affairs Branch policy by $35 per capita grant.

(b} Per Capita grants for maintenance of children - these ranged
from 3145 per pupil per year at outset to 3458.85 per pupil
at the R, C. Residential and $565 per pupil at the Anglican

Residential,
(c) Grants towards salary of night watchmen - a total of #525 per

year for each school,

N.B. The Department also provided the necessary school supplies
and equipment in such schools and on April 1, 1956 began
employing teachers in mission owned residential schools.
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FORPOSIITER, N.W.T.

Reindeer Station,
March 24, 1933,

Dear Sir:-

Two of the children of our Lap herders are cof
school age and their parents have ssked i1f next winter
their children could attend school at Aklavik,

There are two schools at Aklavik, one Anglical
day school and one Roman Catholic boarding school. The
Lapga are Lutherans, but I presume would prefer to have their
children atterd a Catholic school at Aklavik, rather than
sending them to the distent Anglican boarding school at
Hay River.

I have discussed the matter with the Rev. Father
Binname in charge of the R.0. Aklavik Mission, whe informs
me that there are several Prostestant childeen in his school
and, that as far as the school 1s concerned, there would beno
difficulty in admitting the Lap children.

I understand that the boarding school charges are
about $ 200.00 per annum for each child. The Laps are,in their
own country, entitled to free Government schools, and would
not, under their present wages of § 480,00 per annum be able
to 'pay school charges.

I would ask that the Depariment would pay this
school charge, and that I be authorized to make the necessary
arrangements for having the two childen admitted next winter.

The two childen in question are:

i . aged six
aged eight

The Anglical boarding school at Shingle Pt., is at
the present time una¥le to admit further pupllw.

Your obediezi:ffrvagt,
%f'/ﬂ‘/&’e

A. E. ‘Porsild

H. BE. Hume, Esq.,
Chairman, Dominion ILands Board,
Department of +i.e Interior,
Ottawa, QOnt.

RG 85, Vo!. 847, File 7770,
Education of Lapp Children & Education
Policy in General,

1933 - 1834,

National Archives of Canada
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NESAFIREYT OF TAR INTERTAR .
North Yest Terxitoriea and Yuken

m.lv'i.k. N-W.T.',
Fobmuazy ‘B, 1964.

fra Chaligan,
Damdoion [ands Boaxd,

- Ottaws, Canadn:

Dedx Sir, = '

.Bax '!hu; file 2580 m.

Bith raterémse’ o your htter of Hovenbeyr 57th, 1935, I
bog to pulmit the following expressicn of opinien«

¥ith regard to the quastion of holding & conferwnce of

. medioml offjcars, I dhink this is highly d6pirable ard-ahonld masnlt

1n & definite smount of mood being acammpdiabed., It would give the

med In the North who arw nopmally thorocughly 1solnm the opporimpdty
of exchanging viows and would, I &t sure, tend to ths developmant of

n mach mare uniform asrviae,

Roancomls Coaditions,

With regaxd to thia and vhe following quastiona I wonld
like to point ¢ut that comiitions yary greakily on differemt paris
of the viver and shat I am patuzally Gsaling with thew aa I £ind them
in this area and elong the Coxed,

(a) %ho natuval yugources are sufficlept to mest the prunant nseds
in the Delta and along the Coast. Any iner in thia area
would ungmeaticasbly begid to eversromi. of the trap-lines
now ays 8 11tle too mall, ’

The reinlesr will unloubteldly be af bLenefit hara and pors par—
,ticulerly along ths Doast vhere thay arv noodsd more then they
. &re in the Daltu, On accouxt of thely hakits shey piturally
#{1) anly be of value to those Who live girictly iz the Barrsn
Bandg, and it will nat be posaidle fox Indfany ééuth or Aretie
Red River to obdtaiy any advantoge. The importapne of the dasy
depanda largely on whether or net caribou comtimile to bs plentiw-

R
NPC-502545

ful in any glven arez. ) .

(v} The fur resturcea remain approximately the asne though with the
greopted mmbor of people in the Delia apd surrounding ecuntry the
indtvidual tmppor matmlly doesd not make as larga & oadoll.

The present Gane 4ot would Gppeir ta offer am mueh protootion '

251 the far bearars and st111 allow the treppars, native or
white, to make & living, e 18 predtieal, .

The price zaid for fuxr im gpod. Traede goods &Ye of courss high
but with the preseant systen of sompstitive tredingz I do not
think thexe ia any real ceuse foT ¢omplaint with Tegerzd to
prices paid ox aharged, The oxly chjeetionable phase of the
trading situetionas I see it 1a tha custon .f exteniizg vexy
T¥e0 oczedit to tho nativezs snen t1mea Are goof. Thim onmtom
had the zesult with the prescut low prices of fur of the natives
not balng able to meet thedr ohiflgatibns, which oowld. mot be:
avoided end yoguestlonehly definttely deareassd thely maral

Library and Archives Canada
RG 28, Vol. 501,
Fils 311-V3-34, pt. 1
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ganpe of phltsauan suf hopegty. In ed41tioz to thia bAving
boen ancoummgsd te aperd avaryhthing they hede {u good wities
they are nof as well equipped to waather & peried of depression
m3 they should de;

(c) Iu thia mzea xalist i3 not given on & sufficiently levgs scels
fo eetually hamn the patives, .Fhis question 1z ome which might
wall stand a certain aumoent of ravision. I would suggest that
& vary oleex-out disitinotion be wale batwsen alek and destitutd
that ie, Qestitute au agooupt of sickneas, and merqly deptituba,
which 48 u=muslly & Gresticn of indolemce., Ii is admitted that
one muat kesp aich people frum motgally stazvimg hrk I think
whora pickuesa or old mge are pot the eausative fastors it would
be a sound plan te ezact & deflinlte ameass of work for rationa
or Tolier mupplied to thoso who Rra moraly indelsnt. In thie
dietriot, as In syy other, a cortain suount of di{rest ralief
mst alwaya be Yooksd foaward to end I thizk should be oontined
0 sotuel nagesaitiea, .

. I would Iike to add w suggostion hnrs whick Is mot quite cavexsd
i1 yoor questlomnaire. TheXo Ars WIWERYS w cartain mggber who
are mami-inyalids or aged &nd who e unguestinmshly not edpable
ot looking attex themselvea. To put them into hospital (e much
%00 expansivs a mathod of carlng for they and they are atil] not
gquite capahle of caring for themsslves in lonely camps even if
destituts mationa weve isgued, -I think o feagible solution tq
thiz world ba to have one or twe bulldings {n conmection with
the Mipsions end undey thair supsrvizfon at the varicus pointas
ip which this dlasa of paruop ocould phop, having heen isousyd

. . with demiitute xetions. Thay would be able to mnke their awn
five und Ao their own cooking which they iafintely prefer and
‘they would at tho sams tims he under tha chzarvation of the
wedighl officer oF xnrges, and IR Joints Wheye thexe Rre 1o
medisal officers or mursex they would he under the observation

. Exd supervisicn of the misaicoéTy in tharge., Ihis would taks

-, ekra of quite & large mber of those ¥ho Are mt the momeni our
moxt d{ffisult problen apd would giva a rsesoyable rfoym gf ro-
liex; a.t a mintrnin cost. .

. | pideasioeal Paltey.

There 1s no doudtt that an eduiatiomel polioy should ke car-
,sled cut, This of course might very sgcording to_the Jocation ox
‘area from which the ohflirTen came. Reslientiql aehoo:l.u ara, I think,
_ihe only feraila Bahools, We have ab Arleivik, in maditdon ta &
“residemtiel, school, n dey school, and ths day aahoo]. I 4o not conslder
muifabtle for the fallowing very definite reemom. If children wsre to
astond tha Jay sducol thelr pRTeits must of naseseity live in the
mottlamant, ana this is highly undasirehle. Loaally 1t means that
there are more tmppera runting trep-linss ous of Aklavik than the
area gurrounding £t within reach of theze treppexe, can poasidly =sup-
port. The rwsult L3 that of thome who stay in the gettlement under
theze conditions, they arm all destitute or semi-destitute throughous

' préotioally the entirs yeer ani, of apurse, they are right a% ihe

sanros of M™llisf and miutelly gat it, which they would not get to

‘thu same axtont or agtahlly need if thw wayd loeated out in the Yush

whors they had B batter chance of making a living.

With. regard Vo the reaidenilal mohoola whick aappot be lndus—~
trial 1o a8 far as the Hoya arw connemed 4B $Rey bave no way or means

.

*
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theraforq that the tays should not atay in the schon) too lomg. At a
aomparatively saply age they sheuld Tetarn homa while thwoy ape atill
ins mcpﬁ.ve Zook or age to apguirm the art of $mppioz from thelr
fathar, DThe girls proseat & rather dirferent problen. They da leaxm
to gew, kesy housm, sta,, end do bemefit dy rwminiwg Ionger iw the

. mehcolp, epd it ig moBt notfasabla.whea travelling amoag the nasives

to poa the differmuce in the campa whera the g;tﬂ.s ha.ve besa 0 & Ioad~
dentisl school and where thsy bhave not.

Thate is ana further point to be taken inte copaidernilan
hers and one which I conaldor very importnat mnd tiat is the fact tnat
during the tima children aTe moat suacaytibila to tnberculosis they are
in a schoel, living undex & proper Tegims of rogmisr hours, geod food
and the uloae superviaion of the tedching ataff aund purse. The value
whick is obtained from this while vary hard to caleulate is unquestion-
akly yory groat.

From the abm you will gdther that I oonsider & further
Tesidsutlal sohool for the Protestant mativea et Fork Mnopherson mad in
the Dalim to be badly mseedad,

'I\Ithamlnai B,

I do nst thipk there bas been mny Ingzease in tuderenlosts
in t¥ta erea, rmther tha reverse 18 tIus, J &am gpeeldng now pnninu—
is@y or thé Delta, Fort Melherson and Aratic Red River. Good Eops
'hiuh s1s0. gandl 18 slok to Allevik bag ulways baan vary ad and !.e
RIbALLy moTe or leas unchanged. A1) types oooud fxom timm to tiws,
puimosary and glandular predoairating. The MIMORsXy of oourse &c-
counts for the greatest mwher gf deaths. We hava of ocurse an o¢-—
castone) came af moute milsaTy, ool elsd of meningsal, with in aa-ut!.on
A slightly greatar mho:' of pawitonasl.

During tha timm I have baacn here I h4ve cancentvated om ‘the
“{nfants amd children, '‘as it is there thet the cnly posasble selution
,osn lie, IT oue can bring them izio tho world heslthy and koep them
" that. -way 11l 'they bave panaed ajolesoense, & vVery dafinite zood has
baen Gosomplishaed, while any expenditurs of sither momay oY ¢ffort om
ths wofortnnata ndu:l.u who are affiicted fs pallimtive yather then

, aurﬁti:vo. Veary 1ittle cun be dona Tor them bayond relieving dimbTess

ap fax «s is prectical,

It tabmxoulosls ‘wors oontmllad there unlonbtadly would bs
an insrease im a haqlthy popaliticn which to a vory large extent womld
taks care of iitaalr, Competition in trspping Greas wonld ba sufflpl-
enly kepn fran & native stenipoint that the country would nat staaat
s nyany white men who expested +o makw & good thing out of that msang
of livaliboed. 7That problan is 30 very epetulative that it memua @~
most futile to fay &nd judge it frem-this d1stsose.

The Qquastior of senatnria ia, I think, debatsabls. Such an
1nut11m.tl.on wounld pecesenrily have a high mart!liw end the majority
ot uativsa would bave to gn long distarcoa from homs to Tenaiya trent-

' mexnt, Inmost camey Phey LATP & ronted odjestlaon to desth apl burisl

ayxy from home snd frienis end it would be diffioult indeed to goh
thn to geaept such B mathad no rAtber how xmch ta thair bhanefit it

.. might ba. 4 partial solutipn I beve suzgested sax)isr 1s in the es-

tablisimest of huts &t the varicus misslema, ‘

¥ Vensreal Dissase.

:In this dietrict we axe axtremely fortunate =nd since wy Ar-
rival 11\ 1928 I have geay ouly two cumes of 'nns:aa.‘). Yoth gmanyrhcena.
'.Eheu BAZ heon no cEes for the laat four years. Phe Teeson Tor this 1a,
I supposs, that thosa who come down the =iver dave cgme & long di=tancs
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mnA 1f thers $s & saspicien of vencyeal they bave na altemmative but
to conzult myaalf, which gives ms the whip hapd im proveniing lia '
spreadl, *he boatm that cama into Herschel Island Bave boan at mea
1long vime before erriwl, which would pabe it {fficult for & ooncealed
cane to come inbto thabt port mnd emse froxkle. It 1s, bowever, the ons
Place I e errald of, pertloqlarly ox epopunt of the Eokdmo, who at the
momerrs 'Eave nbavlotely mo venaredl oud Llsag than ano pavcent of tuber-
eulosls. .

1 would not oare to lay down 8 course of treatmant for vener-
sal hy m laymam,

Bpidmio Bisedaes.

The only asrious epidamic we get hore ia influensza lu vaxying
degrees of Bsverlty. It imvarlubly follows the nrriwl of every hoat
4nd yore oftes than aot the msil pluue, In Ltself it im not a0 serica
2y the pressnt $ime Wub the maguelas particularly the Tlering up of
quiuaunt tohareulenin in AT &1L times distinatly ecrious, I oen aee

0 way of eredieating thies. It im 4 Questicd of & compmxatively hxrms
lems Dachterinl florae 1a tho host taking hold whers thewe i3 ho
acqulyed immopity foxr it. Typhoid I have denlt witl in pravicus re—
po¥ts and while thepe ham heen no epjdemia of dipiberie it 1a one nhick
is apt to camay &t any tims end thava should be & amall emwmelly Te-

‘ newed mupply of astom mt all polnta where thers iz a pedlcsl offiacer.

¥ & not think a syster of mxamivation of paracns eatering

_' the PeiriteTles would ba prEctical. It would be practiocul, howaver,
to arrunge for & syshen of notifloation from madical officex to medi-

.onl 'officexr or any 1nfeotive gnaes, venersal or atierwiams, whioh come
undexr his odasrvation anu whi¢h ity be travallfng inte anothar area,

mte:.'nﬂl Bad dhﬂd Felfura.

This i3 = subject upon 'h:.oh mzh mipht de writtap, I cen
only g!.va my own experience. I bsve alwaya enisavored 0 bandle am

Jmeny of theas oases ws solld Ve . gemﬁeﬂ, to mooapt tvrentnent, with
bl

exéallent Tagquits. ‘Ths wiay 19 hoepitil need ript be prulenged, the
mother ia tagght surticient poraoral hygisas ani ch11d walfare that
oven with the moat stupid they nave mach battar rssults then wers tha
{nfant 1s bors on & willow bad ubder senves apd often with Yampsretuxes
eway mib-garo, The mother Tevelyes bebtar cars gud ia bether atle to
look efter hey family wpan dischnXge. From A& mirely meastary stand-
Polnt I believs the Department i= away abaads. Whih children Borp under
proper suparvision in & bscpital 1% is my-bxperiense thet it 1s rere to
have that infant badk €3 ¢ patient, ezmspt frou dozs scoute infactive
condttion. Practiocflly maver Pfyas malmtxitioh bor debility fram laak
of proper matsmal cara. The bulk of the infaata adnitted to the
hosp:‘.ta:. ars thoas who ha-n teon Bom in the hush azd not properly
aared 25,

My work'ls A1vided about sqally batween ‘Eadtan and Roclmo
and the atiitifle of itke imtives towanls thia poliey is wont gretify-
ing,’ 4 very luxge perceutage of the matiye women who are expesting
pﬂbj.un at one fime or snother during thelr pregrancy, comsult me and
gither have the baly in the hogpital or &t & slace wlhers it will be
poogible to got ms 1T pequired. I axy evemt they €re &ll amrlous
to gst as much edvice as posBidle 1n case 17 is not feasidle rox then
to get to Aklawlk, Bakimo women Soma 23w RiZTy, eighty and & hundred

......
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‘ Gensyal Donstdarationa,

I 2aniize thet wrevity woulid be apprecinied ond it woxld ap-
Ppoar thad ny mply ia anyidbing bt pref, Anythirg lsss peewed futile
apl at that, the surfuce has only been soratehal, Should the proposed
oénferensa of wedionl offlceiw svmntuata I think it wogld be greaf
value and I would muggesty t3at ths vemoita f£leld men dAve mufficdent -
Totice togather With Talrly oomplete information as to along what lines
ths ¢onference would bte followed to give thm mpple epportanity to
thoroughly prepare themgslves ix kdvanes, | -

. Prusting the above Anformation snd suggeations may ba of aome
valns to you,

Tours truly,
"azd' r. 4. Urqakart,
Mead1oa), Emalsl Officer.

—
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w REPING ADDRESS
J.LORNE TURNER
DimECTOR,

LANDS, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES
AND YUKON BRANCH

PLEASE QuOTE

JFD:8AC Fie 7948
4740

CANADA

Bepartment of the Juterior

LANDS, NORTHWEST TERRITORIES AND YUKON BRANCH

OTTAWA,

Kemorendum, -

He A« Gibson, Esq.,
Deputy Comsissioner of
the Korthut Terpitortele

Bef. - Puptlags = Anglichn Hesidentiel 0%
Sohools « - Aklevik “snd- Ea:r River,
) N.'!I.‘!. .

The. redent: oor:npmdeaw on tho ROGCmp-
snying MW T, Files deale with ‘the regus: ltr m ¥

ary Soglety of the Chursh of ¥pglond in:-Cen malin-
tenance of ohildren in the mew ruidmtia lqltoo bnilt tlxil
yousr ut Aklavik n.w.-n. ”

: T4 will de r.dl!lll(l that. M&mﬂ Dry
Te By Re westgata, Field soe‘rp' - ( 4 .15, 4
Sootety, asked that & minimm puptisge of 8O be &ikhorized

for -the Akla¥lk gthobl during Lfs firak year of operatton,

T have painted out that only $6,000.00 was provided in the
19%6-37 Estinstes of thé N.¥.T: for the maintenshos of ohildren
in the Shingle Point school, formerly: oporetad by the seme
Soaisty tut which was slosed on the -reatxon of tha new nehoel
at Aklavik.

As the mintamnu &néd Mneettm of
ehildren in the Hay ‘River sehool,akan operated by ¥his Soclety,
has a direct besring on the Aklaﬂk sohool, and aled :n'ml.vn ’
the anu*tmt of Indian Arran-u, you du-.pted - f

{a) Dr. T A.- rquhart be a-ked for-& report ¢unng
with the aklavik achool end to wire the tofsl

b
for m em-rni axut next fimeal: yearsi

{b) Asvertsin from the Department or !‘hd‘inn AMiairs
what sapport they are giving the Akavik sdhaé] end.
whether 1% is known definitely ff the Hay Rlver
school will be continued Ixn apmﬁoa.

A radtotelegreph messsge ham been

received from Dr. Urguhart. This bears date of the 168%4% in~

stant and reids, -

aacv'-ﬁon ve

RG 85, Perm. Vol. 1879, File 630/109-2, pt. 3A,
Hay River Anglican Residential School
1935 - 1937, F.A. 85-8
National Archives of Canada - Ottawa
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B iver

"Lnglionn ruidmthl sohool wonld

te limited 0 seventy<five this

yeay of whigh iwsnty~seven aye a
oharge sgainat Tndlan Affairs dnd
Lursy-three ® sHarge aguinas Tateriar,
Balansw, wonkurs or paying, Nex¥
ope. hindred gmx Be handled, Wiu
fully by mai},”

As-gentioned bu vy welhrapdum of the. .
3288 wlbimo, hereundsy, the Dbﬁwﬂmht l;c' : 1 o
woitld appasy to have provided for m $ofal «e
both achools, that 1:, I8 &% mrnmr qml

Je Do auvnmm, hoola P
vho atated, enw_ the Ancli X

pdy ' granh ¢

e ohu.dun Bow 1n n-wmau "o Dy qurl lﬁs'
be a-eharge agalnst this Departumits Agegh ¥
sot uidu In tha' surrent yedrYe Wit
' riaiont, T 7681 1% will be possin:
ture through a rniincaﬂuu of tha n,u :

An- oy the year: 195?;-5& 2] wouu ‘vogotie
msud provisicn be wade for Sha maintensnds of 50 shildven in this
sekool, Tepiwaenting sn oudlay of 31&,000%00-

4 by seed the expendle
. Vote w3 . whaio.

I you agres with the foregelng I snail
notify bre Westgats scoordingly end make proviston in-the 1’357.55
Bedimaten which are now being prepared.
: mittod,

Raapeet' - /

- e urnez: Drector

RG 85, Perm. Vol. 1879, File 630/109-2, pt. 3A,
Hay River Anglican Residential School
1935- 1937, F.A. 85-8
National Archives of Canada - Ottawa
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\x\"\%\ 77 6‘6
Extracts from the Minutes of the 64th Session of the Northwest G 7

Territories Jouncil, held on Pecember 29,1936,
. /'. -

{1) Anglican Residential School - Aklavik -
It was reported that Dr. Urquhart had stated

100 puplls could be accommodated next seascn at this school. Evidently
the school authorities-expect the Govermment to support the school to
this extent. Tl‘le Indi an Affairs Brsnch are providing for 35 pupils in
thelr estimates and provision has been made in the estimates for the
Government of the Northwest Territories for 43 pupils in this school.

- After discussion 1t was moved by Mr. Gibson,
saconded by Sir James MacBrien

"that the Minister of }Mines and Resources be

asked to include in the Supplementary Esti-
mates an {tem to cover the admission to the
4xlavik school of a-total of 100 pupils.”

Carried.

It is understood that this will necessitate the voting of an extra
$4,400.

The Deputy Commissioner suggested that 1t be

~ made clear that 1t 1s not the intention that the Government shall

pay for the education of Eskimo children whose rarents can afford
to pay for their education.

Incidentally, mention was made of fowr Eskimo
children taken recently from Coppermine to the Anglican residential
school at Hay River. It had been pointed out to the Mission
authorities that these children must be sent to Aklavik by the
first boat, and that no expenses of transportation will be borne by
the Administration.

- RG 85, Perm. Vol. 1877, File 630/101-3, pt. 1,
R.C. School Day Resolution
1905 - 1944, F.A. 85-8
National Archives of Canada - Ottawa

ASU-000003[000-000]
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Axlavik,

Hr. T. B, L. Maclnnes
TYPHOID LABT SUMMER AND FALL DUE TO LARGE
" NUMBER OF NATIVES EMPLOYED OONSTHUCTION ANGLICAE MTSSION ;
SCHOOL WHO PERSISTED IN USING RIVER WATER WITHEOUT BOILING
STOP 12 INDIANS 7 OTHER CASES STOR 12 CASES SINCE

FREEZE UP _
' J. A. Urquhart.
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cmum'xx or-m mm cormcrr., 'APPROYED BY BIS m:m.mm .

’I'EE GOVKHNOR cxmm. ON TE! 251:!1 APRIL 1938. P

o . - . I,

: PRIVY COUNCIL T
- CANADA - S ) SoTrne
- . T The com!.ttoo of tho Privy counon. have hAd

- before them.a’ report "dated 6th April, 1938, from the %

Mintster or Mines and Resouroes, atating. .

That the sstimates for thu ﬁsonl yaar 1938-59,
Vs Vots HNimber 169, Indish Affairs Branch, Mines -4nd’Resources, .
Jprovide an amount of $34,582,00 for: new works, repairs . e
‘and purchase gf etmipnent for the tollotinc Churoh owned -
-—Indian Resid tial Sohooll. : L

‘. ) v R Y

(a) ONTARTO™® - ) R

... . BSpsnish Roman Catholio Besidential School . - > °
T Moose Fort Church of England Residential Sohool. N

(b’ BASKATCHEWAR

v _‘Phunderchild’ Romsn Gatholio ‘Residential Sohool..

(o) ALBERTA - ..” - . s
Braineskin Romen Catholic Regldential Sohool T
‘Grousrd Roman Catholio B ntial Sohool.

‘Holy Angels Roman CathéIis Residential hgohoc&; .

[ ousgard Catholie td
: .o ,.8% Albert Roman Catholic: Residential Sthool . - A P
. . . Bturgeon Laks an Catholio Residential Sshool .
P ’ - - Yermilion Roman Catholie Resitential Sshool. -
: " Wabasoa Roman Catholic Residmntial Sohool. L.

Wabasoa Churoh of England Residential Seohool. . - .
Whitefish Laké Churoh of !ngland Residentinl 841}001. e

(a) mmg ,'rmnoam

- -Aklavik Roman Catholie- Residential 8fbol

, ~ . ' Aklavik Church of England Residential Sohool
. - Fort 'Resolution Roman.Catholio. Rasidential Sohool .
Providence Hiulon Romlin catholio Roudontiu Sohool

. {e) BRITISE COLUMBIA - . _°° : BT
Abousaht United Churoh' Residentisl Sohooli _ . L
"Garidoo Réman Catholic Residential 8chool - - .
*Christie Roman Catholic Residential School -
; ] tamaat United Churoh Residential Sechool ; ..
. S Tt Simpson United Clmroh Residential Sohool
Cot - - -8t Mary's Migsion Roman Catholio Residential Bo!wa.
: < Bqnm:h an cutholio nuiaontnl smool. o .

L o .

(R 10, Vom@‘.f 6368, “f1le 762-5, part 4). -
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X !'hnt nd theu buildin;s are churoh mo'd .ncw
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' : and, ﬂ:areforo, the approval of. Your Rxcellancy in Oounoil
_‘esirabld' - o '
“The llinlater, thsre..ore, reoomands that
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dian Affairs Branoh, llines and 'Besouroos.
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recmendation and submit the s ame for approvel.
3

B.’J7. Lemaires
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] " the Minister of l[inas & Resourooa.
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DEPARTMENT OF FENSIONS AND NATIONAL EEALTH

Public Health Enginasring Branuch
P,0, Box 1012, VTancouvar, B.C.

September 20, 1938

Report ow = gurvey of sanitary ocorditions at
Aklavik, Borthwest Texritiories

Periof of examination - Auguat 12 to B0, 1938.

Rfelavik 1a a trading pogt and settlemsnt altuated in the
Pesl Chennel of the Mackenzie River dalta, econtaining-hesides
hospitals end schools operated by raligious ovgenizationa, an
R+GM.Pa dotaclment, wirselasds station, two hotels, irading
atores nAd Weny Ireme dwellings,.

The resident populstion 1s made up of spproximately 100
white persons and a similar puaber of Indfan famllies together
with ‘ths native gooupenta of tha gchools end hoapitals, mosily
ohildren. ©n one or two occaai¢ne during ths aummar thig
populetion ig congidevably inereased by an influx of Tndiams
and Fsilmoa who coms 11 for peverel wesks to irade and obtain |
winter supplies. This tamporary concensration in the settlement
givep rizg to many problems of sanitation,

The settlewent has bean developsd on & formsr willow and
alder swemp. Due to ite nortberly posiiion the ground enly thews
out to the extant of {wo fseet or se during the short summer from
June to September and conssquently dralnage ia guite poor, much
of the surfece runoff accummlating In the vhallow depreasiona.

The cut benks of the river chamnela are vary low and the
spurrounding oountry lg quite levsl, the dalta conslating of a
maze of olannels, ponds end small lsksg whioh 1s illustratad
i1 en mccompanying photo, No, l; token from the air. After the,
brealk up of the xlver in the apring iis level riges, flocding :
nany of theas lukes which ere et e slightly highor elevation, !
aod then aubsides to its nsual chanmels. Sedimentation effects .
4 oonaidormble improvement in these leke watera mnd they bmconn .
quite olear and suitable for drinking. The river, howsver, . '
rematns turdbid throughout the summer cartyipg in svapension
larga quantities of ¢ley ond aand.

very .small bscewse or the gparssness of the camtributory popu-

lation, the great distances betwsen tho yettlements and the

volume of tho rivex but is ept to be very dangurous during the .
&pring when the wintex accumlatlon ef night gail, garbago and :
rafuge Of the sattlements sbove 1s washed downstraam-. The nigh '
turbldity renders the water undrinkable end unsuited for ather

domestic puwryposes,

VWater supply

Sources of water gupply for &rinking snd culinary
purposes dy the reeidents eand othears axe ~

l
The emount of organie pollution enterins e river is i

Library and Archives Canada | ' B

RG 29, Vol. 264,
File 368-1-A28, pt. 1 1 of5
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1, Mackenzle River, in summer direct or inm winter through holos
in the ice. ,

8. Ica cut fram the river or neerby lekes and stored for swmex
RVE: (-39 .

3, Watar direct firom the nhearby lokcs or ¢loor ¢roaks flowing
17ito ths main ohannel.

In eddition to the pollution entaring the Mackenzila
River from the gattlemanta abowa Aklatik thare ia nlso local
pollubion by sewage fxom the hoapitals and schoolg dumped into
the river end from lines of aled doga tisd up along tho henk
(¥hoto No. 8). This water 1s auite unfit for domestic use during
the summer. In winter whon the ire coverg it turbldity de~
cresseg and gurface pollution 1s praventsd-from geining nnoess.

The use ¢f ica cubt from the surrounding lakes, clear
¢honmels, aor in the river above the gettlemenf; 13 o quite gatig-
faotory methoed of thteinipg drinking water provided tbat the ice
ig atored in adove ground structurea to evoid rlooding by
pelluted river water in the ayring.

Rew wator from the lakes snd clear chminels across
the river appeam=to be a safe scurce of drinkipng water for the
nativag in the summetr montha ag there are no sources of conteamina~
tion arfecting thesge.

Sowngs disp.osal

The sysatem in vogue for tha residents amd the mission
propertios with regord to zawnge 14 the dug pit privy whioh is
quite uneuited to this ¢limnte. As the ground never thaws out
there' is no seephge mnd the dejocta remming froazen or partislly
thaws to ningla with surfase woabter end craste a melsance gondition,

The achaols and hospitals have pall op ehemieal
type clogets for night uas nand the oontents of thege ore ugually
dv;mu;ed into the river from a scaffold ox dock, (ses photes £ and
J)s

Tha most odjectionnbla inganitery conditlons occur
during the influx of Eakimos and Tndiens in July when aa meny
ez 80 sohocners moy be tied up along the river bdank. As thare
are nd publio tollets pravided for tho nntives copditions along
the waterfront then become extremely ded, Many of the Indicon
gmwet)! in tho ssttlemsnt have 1o $oilet buildings ot =ll. (Photo
Ow )a

It may clse be stated that very few of tha axtisting
pr.':h_‘iea are flyproof, tha majarity being of vary poor censtruction.

Garbage and rafugo disposnl

Duripe the eight monthe of wintor nll the garbdage,

*tin gene, rofuse end othex x»ubhish 15 token out 4o the center

of the yiver chawnel ond asowamlatss on tha lse to bo carried
awny Guring the breok ups Muoh of this, howsver, iz Sumped Just
over tho hank with the result thnt manmy +in aons and other
cbjcots becoms imbedded in the apchor les which shifta In the
air:ilf and ‘only cexries the rubbigh part way downstream or mot

- § .

Library and Archives Canada
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During the sumer such rubbish es iz combustille 1s

ugually dburned olthough mony tin onns are unrlrted oul on
8¢nffolds rnd dropped in the rivor with the tasudt that the river
beanrkg aro littered with an unaightly cocumulation.

Roman Cetholic Missien

This mimalon operates both a sohoal for* nativa
phildren =nd s hoapltel. (Sse Photos B amd 9.

The achool hea an ettendancs of ahout 70 Indien and
Eakimo children, while the hoapital escommodates 20, the total
staff being ebout 81 persons.

For drimking water in thssze establishments during tha
summpY months, ice is used whioh haz basn out from e small wmakeg
loke behind the achool and atered in n log ice houme. Water is
alsy pumpsd frem this loke to he uaed ror both drdzking and wesh-
ing parposes, A1l water used for drinking and eoclring purposes in
the #chool end hoapital 1e bailed. This ie done in s S-gallon
sontainer on the stova and the bolled water storsd in stmel
barels in a celloxr fyrom where it 1ip pumpéd dook to tha Xitchen
after ¢ooling, ‘

During the winter, drinking watsr ig punped Airectly
from the river, by eresfing a kmock down pumy house on the ice.
which {s heated by s small stove which alwo hests the pipe lead-
ing to the aphool celler. This wnter is elso botled befaors usc.

With regord to scewnge dlamposnl, in the swmer months
outdoor multiple privies are used, one each for boye and girle,
(mea abewe photo). Theso are pitunied about 50 foet fram the
river benk and smch pit was noted to be flooded with watar.

In the winter tima indoor chemicsl tollets are used,
the contents being discharged onta ths river ica,

Qorbege and pubbigh thet le not burnad ig alao de-
pogited in the xiver or on 3op of the ice,

Anglioen Mission )
Thls mission 1a sltusted at the dowmgtream epd of

.the settlomsnt mnd comprises a reaidential school with a capaeity

of B8 children apd & hoepital with cepccity for 48 potienta.

Tea for drinking parposea et the school amd hospitel
1s ocut Trom the river end riored in aeml-gubterraneamn coverad
chemibarg, (Fhato No. 14)., The melted ice iy boiled bofore uae.
For wash woter o pumping eystem from the river hes been installed
LPhoto 15), in comnection with wooden atorage fanks in the baga-
mant. During the winter time it ia proposod to uss this supply
Toy drinking puxrposes and should be satiafastery nmrovided the
water ia dolled,

For the dimpesal of gowage pall type privies with a
smnl)l amount of chemical odded, ceuatic soda or chloride of
iime, 1z umed and tke contentz emptied into tho river at tha exnd
of the miseion whorf. Garbege and rubbish that 1s nok burned is
alzo deposlted here.

Llbrary and Archives Canada
AG 28, Vol. 264, B Jo0fs
File 368-1-A28, pt. 1
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The following conclusions ora drawn and recomenda-
tiong wade with regnrd to tho Improvemont of samitory condltions

at Aklavik,

¥okor =supply

The uge of wnbter from the Maokenzia Rivar for drink-
ing purpéges should be prohibited dwvring tha gummor menthg.

For tho parmement rasidonts the putting up of loe
out from a proper sourca, - in the river above the settlement
er in the nearby lokes rnd clecr chomnels, - appears to ba o
good golution for the provigion of safe drinidpg water during
tha guemer. Whers the ice nonmot he stored in an above ground
struoture, it should bve doiled bofore Wso.

For thoge indlviducls who apre not able to yut up
o supply of 1eo and for tho numsrous natlives who moks Aklavik
their temperary oamp 1t id reonzmonded thet all watoxr for
drinking end culinary purposes be obtained from the clear water
crecks flowing into the river or the nonrby laokeas neroass the
river, of whigh there axe sovoral.

During the winter momths 1t 1s tho praotice of the
resldents to obdtnin watexr through hoelesz in the river ica ond
there doaa not appenr to be any objection t¢ this pravided that
the deposition of aowoge gollde on the ice be stopped as e
temporory midwinter thow might onally contominobte the water,
During this time the wiver chopnol 1s the ¢nly source of moving
water as the nanrby creeks amd ponds freeze molid. It 1s .
preie;‘nbla, however, that water from thig pourge should be
botiled.

It 1a 0lgo recopmended that the practics of boil-
ing woter for drinking and culinary purposes by each of the
schools nond hogpitels, now being dona, shonld be continued.

Sewoge dipposal .

The pragent syetem of pit privies constitutes a
nuisanca condition in mony ingtances and also creatos a msmace
%0 henlth by attraeting fliss to poorly constructed vrults
with tho donger of tranamitéing infeation by this moana.

As thoe frozen ground ypexmite of no purificetion of
the aswage nnd tho feeel matter contimoes t6 aecumileta, 1t ia
Teconmaendsd that the plt privies be aborAopad in favour of m
pail type eystom with on ottendant employed to empty them ot
regalor intervols into the Pool Chamnel at least 200 yards down-
atroem from the nenrest building in ths mettlement.

Tho depoeliing of sewags om top of the river ice
in the sections upstream ond faclng the settlomsnt ghould be
brohibited so na not to endanger the winter watar holes from
posaibls sewaze oomtamination rnd All much mewoga should be token
to the lower end of the settloment.

For the benefit of tha several hundred Eskimng ond

Indians who vizit the settlemont ot cartnin periods it ia recem-
menied that public toilate of tho pail typa be constructed at

Library and Archives Canada

Lo 8 — RG 26, Vol. 264, ‘- 40of5

File 368-1-A28, pt. 1

024,048



07/04/2005 11:11 FAX 604 775 5317 IRSRC VANCOUVER

NPC-622988

sonvenlent places, particulsrly at the poilnt in front of the
Northern Traders Idmited store, smd be meintained in a ganitapy
sonditicn by an employsd mttendant. In making this recamgie~
tion 1t is desirsd to point owt that 1ta carTying out will met
necesserily clear up the seegonal inssnivery canditiong aow
pravailing, Thla ie decsusa tha habits of persomnal hyglene of
the native are different from those of the white men apd must
ve teken into aocount. This applieg particulerly to the nabive
akildren who are prons to dafecmis nnywhere., Howaver, the
provisien of public tollets, whers nopa at ell now exlst, is
hoped to amslliorate to & certain extent ths mulsence counditions
created and in tims posaibly to aliminats them to & mch
Zreater extent. In thia commmetion the services of the Nedical
Hoelth Officer are very valusble in training the netivea to
palntelin cleaner camps.

The dwellings of ell natives living in the sattle-
want for an extended psriod of time should be required to have
n pail type privy of fly-proof construction in aonnaction with
aach,

Drainege and generul sanitetion

The Mackenzis River has beoome the dumping ground
of the sevoral settlements along ita course ard durlng the
Llong winter, tin cams mnd ell kinds of othex refuse are thrown
&vex the benks to be ¢arriad downstremm by the spring rlooda.
At Aklevik troubls 1z encountersd in rollowing this prectice
becauge of the ghmllow slope of the river bed. Whers the refuae
ia Just throwm over the bank it beda down Into the mud and ice
which leter booqmes enchor iss mnd fails to move out when the
river breaks up o that the zhorsline ramains cluttered with
gitranded rubbhish And tin cana.

It is racommanded that sll combustible rubtdleh and
garbape should be, destroyed by Svrning, throughout the yuer,
Iuring the winter menths,refusa placed-on the river ice should
be well out over tha chonnel 50 as to ensure it hoing carried
away and bs prohidited freom being dwmped ovar the banka.

Bacause of the frozen subsoil wnd other rectora it
1t recogniged as a practical imposyibility to prevent pollutlon
entering the river ani congaguantly it should de regarded as
tontemineted at all timea during the summer montha. Part of this
pollution is from lines of sled dogs tisd up slong the banks
for eagy access to the water and aome of it is cmaual from the
achosners and boata tied up at the settlement,

The question of dogs is lurpaly m matter of offense
to the nose. If dasiyed, the maintanance of dog lines along the
watarfront fran Kost'a Hotel to tho Northswn Tradera gters sould
be prohiditod. .

Tha conetruction of dreins and difches for drvaining
lowr areas in the settlement should be fallowed with osuilon
bocauge of the possible dengor of floodiug the area during high
Tlood 1in the spring by reverse flows. It would seem mdvimeble
however, to drain the depressed ares Ffraom ths Indien dwellinga
tehind the Anglicaen.Missicn by a shallow: ditch out to the rifer
pasi the church, in order to olesr np this muddy srea.

[SGD) A.H. Porry
bigtriot Enginser.
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Extract from Bishop Fleming's letter of
November 8, 1939, to Mr. R, 4., Gibson.

When 1 come to see you on November 27, 1 would
like to teke up with you various matters, and it hss occurred
to me that 1t would be better toilet you know aheead of time
what informetion I shall seek so that you may be able to supply

it.

7. You are familiar with the fact that we fitted up e
dental surgery in All Saints Hospitel, Aklavik, the fittingd
complete heving been peid for by the Church dut purchased on
our behalf by the College of Dental Surgery, University of
Toronto. You are alsc familiar with the fact thet one of
the professional staff has gone down to Aklavik rendering his
services entirely gratis., We have assumed full responsibility
paying his travelling expenses by air to Aklavik, etec. 1 doubt not
that you have received reports of the good work that hes'been
done and the benefit that has come to the people in thatwhole
area, Our fees are roughly half the price of those in the city

of Toronto.

We treated a number of the children from the achool
and 1t scems to me thet thet work is slmost as important as any
work that could be done.

I understood from you that the Government would psy for
& modest smount of work done amongst the -children if that work was
considered necessary. Nurse Soclomon has written from fklavik
asking us what is to be done about the achool childrent's accounts.
Will you be prepared to tell me whet the Govermment's decision
is regarding this matter when I see you on the 27th. '

This, however, raises yet another problem, Dr. McCay

who was with us last summer expressed the opinion that all the

school children should have their teeth carefully examined every
summer, as otherwise the best 1s not being done for them. This

agein raises a more serious problem. 1f the children in our scheol
are to be examined and attended to, it would teke probably a full

week of the dentist's time, mllowing say 20 minutes or so per patient.
Then, too, the Romen Catholic school children would have to receive
similiar examinations and treatments which would mean roughly another
week of the dentistts time. This in turn raises the quesation of

hox long we cen keep a dentist at work on the present basis. Dr.
McCey this last sumer was extremely busy, but o course left early
in August. I think that the matter can be met if we have the good
will arnd co-operation of the dental suthorities and the Government,
but it may interest you %o know that each year we have had a deficit
on our dental accounts, This year, fortunately, wes not e very

heavy ons but I feel thet the work ought to pay for itself and provide
far renewals and contingencies. The obvhous answer to the question !
is to alightly incremse the charges, but I have had in my mind from |
the very beginning that the dental work should be peid for by the !
pecple who benefit from it and I have felt that by keeping the fees i
down to the minimum this could be accomplished and we would not be i
inundated with people asking for free dedtel services. I have written |
to you quite freely sbout this matter and I feel that we can eount i
on your sympathetic understanding, co-cperation end help. .

e e i e i ™
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Indian and Eskimo Residential School Commission
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England in Canada
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(OPENED, SEPTEMBER, 1938)
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

‘‘Go ye therefore, and teach 2ll natious, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.*’

—(St. Matthew 2§:19).

In obedienee to this Divine command, hrave and consecrated men
and women of the Church of England laboriously made their way into
the Great Canadian North West, after the discovery of the Mackengie
River by Alexander Mackenzie in 1789.

Archdeacon Hunter was the first of these to make a missionary
journey down the Mackenzie River, travelling in 1860 as far as Fort
Goo@ Hope, thus Lringing the Gospel to the Aretic Cirele. In 1861,
Rev. W. W. Kirkby, accompanied by his wife and family. proceeded
to. and fook up residence at Fort Simpson. Then, descending the
Mackenzie to the Peel River, and ascending the latier as far as Fort
McPlierson, he crossed the Rocky Mountaius to Fort Yukon. and was
the first to earry the Gospel within the Aretic Cirele. Upon returning
1o Fort Simpsou from his Jong and eventful journey. e found awaiting
him an able aud devoted colleagne in the Rev. {afterwards Archdeacon)
Robert McDonald. On Christmas Eve, 1663, the Rev. William Carpenter
Bompas (afterwards Bishap, first of Athabasca, later of Mackenzie
River. and finally of Selkirk. now known as Yuken) reached Fort
Simpson, and *‘entered there upon a Jife-work which will remain as a
standard example and inspiration of self-effacement and missionary
devation.”” While still at Fort Simpson. Mr. RBompas was joined hy
the Rev. W. 1), Reeve (afterwards Bishop of Mackenzie River) and the
Rev. A, Garrioch Later. when Mr. Bompas moved to Fort McPherson
on the Pecl River after his consecration as Bishop of the new Diocese
of the Mackenzie River. which had heen carved out of that of Atha-
basea. he was joined in 1880 by the Rev (afterwards Archdeacon)
T. H. Canham. His snccessor in Mackenme River. Bishop Reeve.
received a distingnished reernit in 1892 in the person of the Rev, I O,
Stringer. afterwards Rishop of Yukon. and later Arehbishop of
Rupert’s Land I his arrival in the Cauadian Northland Mr. Stringer
was preceded by one year by Mr. Thomas Marsh, Jater ordained. who
founded the Hay River Selieol in 18497

Prior to the founding ol the Huy River School. a small School had
Been mamtained by the Rev. W, Spendlove iu the Mission House a1
Fort Resolution When M1, Spemblove went on durlough ju 18635, 1he

1

Mission at this centre was closed, and the pupils l school were
transferred to Hay River.

From 1892 until 1897 Mr. Stringer had his headquarters at Fort
McPherson, and from there he was able to visit the Eskimo at
Kitigagzuit and Herschel Island. In the latter year he and Mrs. Stringer
took up residence on Herschel Jsland, which has Leen described as
‘“the most northerly inhabited spot in the British Dominions, and
perhaps the most inaccessible; a bleak, desolate, treeless island, jce-
bound for nine months of the year, and surrounded by floating masses
of it during the short summer.”’

They remained there until 1901 when they were succeeded by the
Rev. C. E. Whittaker (afterwards Archdeacon) who occupied that
lonely outpost until 1906. From 1906 until 1917 Mr. Whittaker's work

e o e R

The temporary quarters for the Eskimo school at Shingle Point showing the
Church, Mission House and Principal's residence

was aienest hoth Eskime and Tndtans. Tn 1909 My, Henry Fry joined
the Aretic Alission and devoted Jumsell wholly to work among the
Eakimo, aong whom the $irst bapiisms had taken place that year,
The reddiscovers of the Eskimo of the neighbourhiood of Coronation
Gulf came as o clamon call 1o the Christian Esknno of Hersehel 1sland
1o carry the Gospel 10 them. and in 1914 a courageous attenipt was
made by Mr, Fry with a band of voluuteer Christian Eskimn 10 answe
this eall. The expedition. poorly and hastily equipped. suflered many
Batadships, amd was compelied, 1o eseape starvation, 1o 1oen back., A
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second expedition under the ) aip of the Rev. H.' g, &nd
better equipped than the first, succeeded in reaching thes, .ple the
next year, and our Church has been working amongst them ever since.
In 1915 the Rev. Edward Hester (afterwards Canon Hester) joined
the Arctic Mission, and in J919 he erected a Mission House at Aklavik
and a Church at the same centre in 1925, Canon Hester was succeeded
by Rev. W. A, Geddes (afterwards Bishop of the Mackenzie, and later
Tsishop of thie Yukon) who established 2 Misston House and Church
at Shingle Puint in 1920. Owing 10 the spread of ‘‘influenza”’ through.
out the Northland in 192